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This major work, the result of years of careful study and analysis, places
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's life and music in the context of the intellectual,
political and artistic currents of eighteenth-century Europe. The result is a fresh
interpretation of Mozart's genius, as Robert Gutman shows the great composer in
a new light. With an informed and sensitive handling, Mozart emerges as an
affectionate and generous man with family and friends, self-deprecating, witty,
and winsome but also an austere moralist, incisive and purposeful. The major
genres in which Mozart worked-chamber music, liturgical, theater and keyboard
compositions, concertos, operas, symphonies, and oratorios-are unfolded to
reveal a man of luminous intellect. Mozart is an extraordinary portrait of a man
and his times and a brilliant distillation of musical thought.
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This major work, the result of years of careful study and analysis, places Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's life
and music in the context of the intellectual, political and artistic currents of eighteenth-century Europe. The
result is a fresh interpretation of Mozart's genius, as Robert Gutman shows the great composer in a new light.
With an informed and sensitive handling, Mozart emerges as an affectionate and generous man with family
and friends, self-deprecating, witty, and winsome but also an austere moralist, incisive and purposeful. The
major genres in which Mozart worked-chamber music, liturgical, theater and keyboard compositions,
concertos, operas, symphonies, and oratorios-are unfolded to reveal a man of luminous intellect. Mozart is an
extraordinary portrait of a man and his times and a brilliant distillation of musical thought.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Readers who think of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) as the shrieking vulgarian depicted in Peter
Shaffer's hit play (and movie) Amadeus will be astonished by the man they meet in this biography by music
historian Robert Gutman: "affectionate and generous ... an austere moralist of vital force, incisiveness, and
strength of purpose." Without scanting Mozart's often maladroit handling of his patrons or his earthy way
with words ("Let the whole company of patricians lick my ass," he declared in a 1777 letter), Gutman
portrays a musical genius who slowly and painfully achieved personal maturity as he emerged from the
shadow of his domineering father. The rich cultural life of 18th-century Europe forms a vivid background for
Mozart's professional and artistic evolution. And Gutman's descriptions of Mozart's work are models of
music writing for the lay reader: they capture the brilliance and beauty of the great composer's art in easily
accessible language, as in the analysis of The Marriage of Figaro's place in "a new aesthetic of surging
movement ... the vocal and orchestral lines twine, separate, and reunite in confrontation, opposition, and
accommodation, an ever-changing, effortless interlacing." The prose delineating Mozart's complex
personality is just as full-bodied and perceptive. --Wendy Smith

From Publishers Weekly
Gutman's (Richard Wagner) ambitious biography traces Mozart's (1756-1791) career against the background
of the courts in which he workedAthe circle of Archbishop Colloredo in provincial Salzburg, the aristocratic
households of Europe and England and the salons of Joseph II's culturally diverse Vienna. Gutman shows
how Mozart grew from a pampered child prodigy, nearly helpless in practical matters, to a mature, self-
sufficient man. Interspersed are discussions of the political and cultural trends of Mozart's day, including the
complex dynastic alignments at the end of the Seven Years War, the Enlightenment, the Sturm und Drang
movement and the prevailing musical styles. Through these discourses, Gutman shows how aspects of
intellectual trends appeared in Mozart's music: for example, the Age of Reason in The Magic Flute, Sturm
und Drang in some of his symphonies. However, these sections don't always meld smoothly with the
biographical narrative. Gutman's analysis of Mozart's personality and his relationship with his father,
Leopold, while not groundbreaking, is more successful. Gutman describes Leopold as an "intellectual,
ambitious, suave, and frequently cunning" man determined to dominate his son, and depicts how the young
Mozart finally freed himself from his controlling parent and embarked on a promising career in Vienna.
Gutman counters persistent legends portraying the end of Mozart's short life as a time of poverty and despair
and demonstrates that he was then, as always, an exuberant, optimistic man. Illustrations not seen by PW.
(Nov.)
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
With this sprawling, meticulously researched work, Gutman (Richard Wagner) enters the already crowded
field of Mozart studies. He succeeds admirably in interweaving the chronology of Mozart's life and musical
compositions with essays on the social, political, and religious fabrics of the 18th century, offering extended
discourses on the Enlightenment, Sturm und Drang, Freemasonry, and other movements that influenced the
composer both personally and in his works. Special attention is paid to the tours that Mozart family members
undertook to various European locales, the contacts they made there, and the reception of their talents and
personalities. Gutman contextualizes rather than analyzes the music; one feels that he has a great deal of
respect for the composer's abilities but is not unwilling to be critical. Covering similar territory as Ruth
Halliwell's recent The Mozart Family (Oxford Univ., 1998) but with more extensive descriptions of the
music, this work is directed at an audience of sophisticated lay readers. Highly recommended for all music



collections of significant size, this should set a standard for future Mozart scholars to emulate.ABarry
Zaslow, Miami Univ. Libs., Oxford, OH
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kevin Santiago:

This Mozart: A Cultural Biography book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That Mozart: A Cultural
Biography without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing.
Don't become worry Mozart: A Cultural Biography can bring if you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Mozart: A
Cultural Biography having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Geraldine Noll:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what type you should start with. This Mozart: A Cultural Biography is our recommendation
to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Cynthia Harvell:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Mozart: A Cultural Biography as your daily
resource information.

Juan Gilbert:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Mozart: A Cultural Biography book
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing
skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Mozart: A Cultural Biography as
good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess
book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth



sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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