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The exploits of Alexander the Great were so remarkable that for centuries after
his death the Macedonian ruler seemed a figure more of legend than of history.
Thinkers of the European Enlightenment, searching for ancient modelsto
understand contemporary affairs, were the first to critically interpret Alexander’s
achievements. As Pierre Briant shows, in the minds of eighteenth-century
intellectuals and philosophes, Alexander was the first European: a successful
creator of empire who opened the door to new sources of trade and scientific
knowledge, and an enlightened leader who brought the fruits of Western
civilization to an oppressed and backward “Orient.”

In France, Scotland, England, and Germany, Alexander the Great became an
important point of reference in discourses from philosophy and history to
political economy and geography. Voltaire, Montesguieu, and Robertson asked
what lessons Alexander’ s empire-building had to teach modern Europeans. They
saw the ancient Macedonian as the embodiment of the rational and benevolent
Western ruler, a historical model to be emulated as Western powers accel erated
their colonial expansion into Asia, India, and the Middle East.

For a Europe that had to contend with the formidable Ottoman Empire,
Alexander provided an important precedent as the conqueror who had brought
great tyrants of the “Orient” to heel. As The First European makes clear, in the
minds of Europe’ s leading thinkers, Alexander was not an aggressive militarist
but acivilizing force whose conquests revitalized Asian lands that had lain
stagnant for centuries under the lash of despotic rulers.
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The exploits of Alexander the Great were so remarkable that for centuries after his death the Macedonian
ruler seemed a figure more of legend than of history. Thinkers of the European Enlightenment, searching for
ancient model s to understand contemporary affairs, were the first to critically interpret Alexander’s
achievements. As Pierre Briant shows, in the minds of eighteenth-century intellectuals and philosophes,
Alexander was the first European: a successful creator of empire who opened the door to new sources of
trade and scientific knowledge, and an enlightened |eader who brought the fruits of Western civilization to an
oppressed and backward “ Orient.”

In France, Scotland, England, and Germany, Alexander the Great became an important point of referencein
discourses from philosophy and history to political economy and geography. Voltaire, Montesquieu, and
Raobertson asked what |essons Alexander’ s empire-building had to teach modern Europeans. They saw the
ancient Macedonian as the embodiment of the rational and benevolent Western ruler, a historical model to be
emulated as Western powers accelerated their colonial expansion into Asia, India, and the Middle East.

For a Europe that had to contend with the formidable Ottoman Empire, Alexander provided an important
precedent as the conqueror who had brought great tyrants of the “Orient” to heel. As The First European
makes clear, in the minds of Europe’ s leading thinkers, Alexander was not an aggressive militarist but a
civilizing force whose conquests revitalized Asian lands that had lain stagnant for centuries under the lash of
despotic rulers.
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Editorial Review

Review

In this important work, a great historian of classical antiquity returns to the European ‘long eighteenth
century’ and its reconsideration of the crucial figure of Alexander as aforerunner of its own imperial
ambitions and projects. With its vast erudition, and careful attention to minor as well as major figures from
Montesquieu to Droysen and beyond, Pierre Briant’ s book is nothing less than atour de force, both as a
contribution to the intellectual history of the Enlightenment in its global dimensions, aswell asto the
complex dialogue between ‘Moderns' and ‘ Ancients.” It confirms once more that the life-trgjectory of the
Macedonian congueror remains an inexhaustible cultural resource, whether in the Christian or indeed the
Islamic world, from the Atlantic and Mediterranean to Bengal and the Malay Peninsula. Thisis a significant
and weighty contribution to areal global intellectual history. (Sanjay Subrahmanyam, University of
Cdlifornia, Los Angeles)

The First European is awork of exceptional quality and interest. Briant’s patient disentanglement of the
relationship between Alexander the Great, Enlightenment historical thought and European imperialismin
Indiaand the Middle East sheds dramatic new light on al three fields... Thisis atruly remarkable forgotten
chapter of European intellectual history, laid out with passion and integrity. Neither Alexander nor Napoleon
will ever look quite the same again. (Peter Thonemann Wall Street Journal 2017-01-22)

About the Author
Pierre Briant is Emeritus Professor of History of the Achaemenid World and Alexander’s Empire at the
Collége de France.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kurt Haney:

The book The First European: A History of Alexander in the Age of Empire can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we |leave the good thing like a book The First
European: A History of Alexander in the Age of Empire? A few of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book The First European: A History of Alexander in the Age of Empire has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world
by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

William Gilbert:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when those
information which isin the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one would
work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then



you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take The First European: A History of Alexander in the Age of Empire as your
daily resource information.

Carlos Quirk:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving The First European: A History of
Alexander in the Age of Empire that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky man but for al of you who wants to become success person. So , for all
of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick The First European: A History of
Alexander in the Age of Empire become your current starter.

Patti Wooden:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, think
reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The First European: A History of
Alexander in the Age of Empire which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
See.
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