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The New Humanities Reader presents 32 challenging and important essays from
diverse fields that address current global issues. The authors contend that there is
acrisiswithin the humanities today due to specialization within narrow fields of
scholarship, resulting in a higher education system that produces students who
lack the general cross-disciplinary knowledge needed to better understand today's
complex world. The selections encourage students to synthesize and think
critically about ideas and research formerly kept apart. This approach challenges
readersto resist mimetic thinking and instead creatively connect ideas to help
them understand and retain what they read. Through this process of reading,
discussing, and writing, students devel op the analytical skills necessary to
become informed citizens. Focused on today's issues, the selections represent
both well-known nonfiction authors and newly published writers and are drawn
from such periodicals as The New Y orker and Natural History and from best-
selling books including Reading Lolitain Tehran, Fast Food Nation, and Into the
Wild. Students will be engaged by reading and rereading, analyzing and working
with these selections not simply because they are models of good writing, but
because they are also deeply thought-provoking pieces that invite readers to
respond.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Richard E. Miller, Executive Director of the Plangere Writing Center, isthe author of Writing at the End of
the World (Pittsburgh, 2005), As If Learning Mattered: Reforming Higher Education (Cornell, 1998), and
co-author, with Kurt Spellmeyer, of The New Humanities Reader (Houghton-Mifflin, Cengage, 3rd edition,
2008), atextbook used in first-year writing courses in high schools, colleges, and universities across the
country. Together with Paul D. Hammond, Director of Digital Initiatives in the Rutgers University Writing
Program, Professor Miller is developing arevitalized version of the humanities that engages with the
sciences and the social sciences to improve the quality of human life by addressing the biggest problems of
our time. This multi-faceted, interdisciplinary project includes designing new spaces for learning and
performance; developing new curriculawhich aim to foster creativity and curiosity; and launching
collaborative projects that seek to engage the public sphere.

Kurt Spellmeyer is Director of the Writing Program at Rutgers University. He is the author of Buddha at the
Apocalypse: Awakening from a Culture of Destruction (2010); Arts of Living: Reinventing the Humanities
for the Twenty-first Century (2003); and Common Ground: Dialogue, Understanding, and the Teaching of
Composition (1992). He also has written articles on the theory of composition, critical theory of
composition, critical theory, and academic institutions.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Frances Oberlin:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individua ? If you don't have spare time
to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just their can
do that. It said that about e-book. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from
on jardin de infancia until university need that The New Humanities Reader to read.

Peggy Mitchum:

Reading a e-book tendsto be new life stylein this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One
of them is this The New Humanities Reader.



Edna Vachon:

A lot of people aways spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that islook different you can read
the book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a guide. The book The New Humanities Reader it is very good to read. There are alot of those who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mQore quickly to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Pear| Miller:

This The New Humanities Reader is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information
for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
details accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are
read the item hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The New Humanities
Reader in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that
no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So, this can
be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?
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