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In aradical departure from previous ethnographies of food, this book asks how
and why food is pivotal to social relations and forms of identity that emerge as
normal and not-normal. It does so by describing the production, consumption,
distribution, and disposal of ‘normal Bengali food' in middle-class households
that employ cooks from poor classes, and in Bengali restaurants, in contemporary
Cadlcutta (India) and Dhaka (Bangladesh). In arare comparative foray into
Bengali Hindu and Muslim food-ways on both sides of the border, the book
includes addas (‘idle-talk’) and interviews with both men and women. It initiates
adialogue that links issues of agency, place, hospitality, and ownership with a
new field that placesfood as an ‘artefact’ at the centre of itsinquiry. It invites the
reader throughout to approach food afresh, as the key that unlocks the
complexities of what is mundane yet profound ? the everyday.

The book thus analyses the constant and fraught negotiations that feed into
definitions of normality, class and identity in the deeply intimate yet intensely
public domain of food. Food transactions here provide a window into shifting
configurations of trust, power, and conflict integral to social relationships, shaped
by events such as the 1943-44 Bengal famine, the 1947 partition of India, and the
1971 Bangladesh War.
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In aradical departure from previous ethnographies of food, this book asks how and why food is pivotal to
social relations and forms of identity that emerge as normal and not-normal. It does so by describing the
production, consumption, distribution, and disposal of ‘normal Bengali food' in middle-class househol ds that
employ cooks from poor classes, and in Bengali restaurants, in contemporary Calcutta (India) and Dhaka
(Bangladesh). In arare comparative foray into Bengali Hindu and Muslim food-ways on both sides of the
border, the book includes addas (‘idle-talk’) and interviews with both men and women. It initiates a dialogue
that links issues of agency, place, hospitality, and ownership with anew field that places food as an ‘ artefact’
at the centre of itsinquiry. It invites the reader throughout to approach food afresh, as the key that unlocks
the complexities of what is mundane yet profound ? the everyday.

The book thus analyses the constant and fraught negotiations that feed into definitions of normality, class and
identity in the deeply intimate yet intensely public domain of food. Food transactions here provide a window
into shifting configurations of trust, power, and conflict integral to socia relationships, shaped by events
such as the 1943-44 Bengal famine, the 1947 partition of India, and the 1971 Bangladesh War.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
LeeDurfee:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their habby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will require this Transactionsin Taste: The Collaborative Lives of
Everyday Bengali Food.

Kathryn Cannon:

The book Transactionsin Taste: The Collaborative Lives of Everyday Bengali Food can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book
Transactions in Taste: The Collaborative Lives of Everyday Bengali Food? Some of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you could share al of these. Book Transactionsin Taste: The Collaborative Lives of
Everyday Bengali Food has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can
search the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Florence Adams:

Transactions in Taste: The Collaborative Lives of Everyday Bengali Food can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Transactions in Taste: The Collaborative Lives of Everyday Bengali Food however doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of
it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Christina Bales:

Beside this Transactions in Taste: The Collaborative Lives of Everyday Bengali Food in your phone, it could
possibly give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you



are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you fedl like an aged peoplelivein
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Transactions in Taste: The Collaborative Lives of Everyday
Bengali Food because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but
you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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