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In a media age, wars are waged not only with bombs and planes but also with
video and sound bites. War of Words is an incisive report from the linguistic
battlefields, probing the tales told about September 11th to show how Americans
created consensus in the face of terror. Capturing the campaigns for America's
hearts, minds, wallets and votes, Silberstein traces the key cultural conflicts that
surfaced after the attacks and beyond:

the attacks on critical intellectuals for their perceived 'blame America first'●

attitude
the symbiotic relationship between terrorists and the media●

(mis)representations of Al Qaeda and the Taliban used to justify military action●

the commercialisation of September 11th●

news as 'entertainment' when covering tragic events.●

Now featuring a new chapter on the Second Anniversary and Beyond, including:
the war in Iraq, the backlash against former 'heroes' and accusations of
presidential mendacity.
A perceptive and disturbing account, War of Words reveals the role of the media
in manufacturing events and illuminates the shifting sands of American collective
identity in the post September 11th world.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Linguist Silberstein argues persuasively that 9/11 was not just about events but also about the words that
shaped our understanding of and response to them. She carefully dissects America's renderings of the
terrorist attacks in presidential speeches, media texts, and eyewitness accounts. Before a single bomb was
dropped on Afghanistan, words had made an "act of terror" a "war" (this generation's "Pearl Harbor"), turned
New York into "America," and rendered dissent "un-American." President Bush, speaking of a nation "under
God" pitted against "evildoers," rose to the position of national pastor. Publicity campaigns, Silberstein
shows, rhetorically re-created national identity ("I am an American") while conflating "patriotism and
consumerism in a dance of political/economic codependence." Silverstein finds altruistic strains in America's
post-9/11 discourse, but her study also suggests how times of national crisis make us vulnerable to verbal
posturings--our killing is "collateral damage," theirs "mass murder"--and how we suffer a loss of liberties in
the name of "fighting for democracy." Philip Herbst
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"...a compelling analysis of the way language was used in the political construction of the horrifying
historical events of September 11th. Silberstein's analysis gives us a fresh look at the juggernaut of world
politics as it is constructed in the linguistic actions of the media, of world leaders, and of the ordinary people
who experience world events." - Ron Scollon, Georgetown University

"The brief study, War of Words, by Sandra Silberstein, an 'applied linguist,' offers shrewd analysis of the
language used after September 11. She shrewdly analyzes how the comments by Peter Jennings while
broadcasting the service on September 14 at the National Cathedral helped define the event as one of the
'great national occasions." - Columbia Journalism Review

"This isn't exactly foreign policy, but close enough. Sandra Silberstein...examines how language has been
torqued since the terrorist attacks. The president, formerly the butt of jokes, becomes the commander-in-
chief, to give just one example. She concludes that the national tragedy has been manipulated into a
consumer opportunity--a charge from which the proliferation of 9/11 books is not exempt." - Vancouver Sun

 

 

About the Author
Sandra Silberstein is a leading name in applied linguistics, and Professor of English at the University of
Washington, Seattle. She is widely published, and has written articles on a number of politically sensitive
topics, including the OJ Simpson trial, the Gulf War, AIDS and the Inauguration of George Bush.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Thomas Fleischmann:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular War of Words: Language,
Politics and 9/11 to read.

Kevin Kennard:

The book War of Words: Language, Politics and 9/11 will bring someone to the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to
read, this book very suitable to you. The book War of Words: Language, Politics and 9/11 is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Claudine Currie:

You will get this War of Words: Language, Politics and 9/11 by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing
or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.

Neil Dussault:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book War of Words: Language, Politics and 9/11 was
colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book War of Words: Language, Politics
and 9/11 has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and
try to like reading which.
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