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Once upon a time there was a mirror. . . .

So begins this dark, unusual retelling of the story of Snow White by the writer
reviewers have called "the Angela Carter of the fantasy field"?a whole novel
based on a beloved story, turning it into a dark and sensual drama full of myth
and magic.

Arpazia is the aging queen who paces the halls of a warlord's palace. Cold as
winter, she has only one passion?for the mysterious hunter who courts the
outlawed old gods of the woodland. Coira is the princess raised in the shadow of
her mother's hatred. Avoided by both her parents and half forgotten by her
father's court, she grows into womanhood alone . . . until the mirror speaks, and
blood is spilled, and the forest claims her.

The tragic myth of the goddess Demeter and her daughter, Persephone, stolen by
the king of the underworld, is woven together with the tale of Snow White to
create a powerful story of mothers and daughters and the blood that binds them
together, for good or ill. Black queen. White maid. Royal huntsman. Seven little
folk who live in the forest. Come inside, sit by the fire, and listen to this fairy tale
as you've never heard it told before.

Once upon a time there was a mirror, and a girl as white as snow. . . .
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Once upon a time there was a mirror. . . .

So begins this dark, unusual retelling of the story of Snow White by the writer reviewers have called "the
Angela Carter of the fantasy field"?a whole novel based on a beloved story, turning it into a dark and sensual
drama full of myth and magic.

Arpazia is the aging queen who paces the halls of a warlord's palace. Cold as winter, she has only one
passion?for the mysterious hunter who courts the outlawed old gods of the woodland. Coira is the princess
raised in the shadow of her mother's hatred. Avoided by both her parents and half forgotten by her father's
court, she grows into womanhood alone . . . until the mirror speaks, and blood is spilled, and the forest
claims her.

The tragic myth of the goddess Demeter and her daughter, Persephone, stolen by the king of the underworld,
is woven together with the tale of Snow White to create a powerful story of mothers and daughters and the
blood that binds them together, for good or ill. Black queen. White maid. Royal huntsman. Seven little folk
who live in the forest. Come inside, sit by the fire, and listen to this fairy tale as you've never heard it told
before.

Once upon a time there was a mirror, and a girl as white as snow. . . .
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
After a hiatus of some years, the Fairy Tale series of novels by various authors, edited by Terri Windling, has
made a welcome return. The first post-hiatus book is fantasist extraordinaire Tanith Lee's White as Snow, a
retelling of Snow White darkly intertwined with the myth of Demeter and Persephone. If you're familiar with
both Lee, winner of the August Derleth Award and several World Fantasy Awards, and Windling, also
winner of several World Fantasy Awards, and the premier fantasy editor of modern times, then you would
expect White as Snow to be a terrific novel. And you would be right.

In an alternate-history medieval Europe, the noble maiden Arpazia, raised in an isolated castle, finds herself
the captive of the conquering general-king Draco. The only remnant of her former life is an exotic glass
mirror possessed of witchy powers. She feels no connection to Coira, daughter of her forced marriage to the
brutal Draco. She becomes the lover of a woodsman, Klytemno, who embodies the divine Hunter King in
pagan rituals. Then Klytemno requires her to send her black-haired, snow-pale daughter Coira into the woods
as a sacrifice.... --Cynthia Ward

From Publishers Weekly
Horror and fantasy veteran Lee, author of such adult fairy tale collections as Red as Blood and Forests of the
Night, offers an enticingly dark and seductive reworking of "Snow White" that echoes the macabre ambience
of the Brothers Grimm. Drawing on the sex and violence implicit in the original fairy tale, Lee gives a
modern, introspective angle to the classic story. The evil queen, Arpazia, first appears as an innocent
princess of 14, who is terrified when Draco, a rising new leader, conquers her father's castle and rapes her.
Soon after he has her sister, Lilca, hanged because Lilca betrayed the castle. Draco forces Arpazia to travel
with him and his barbaric army. She later bears him a girl, Candacis, whom she immediately shuns as an
incarnation of evil, mumbling death spells as the infant tries to suckle her. Lee casts the evil queen in a
sympathetic light, depicting her as a tortured soul who in later years begins to question her dark fate. With its
melancholy shading, Lee's new twist on an old tale is sure to engage fans of dark fantasy. (Dec. 7)
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

“A true masterpiece.” ?Interzone

“Particularly fine.” ?Locus

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amber Orlowski:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled White As Snow (Fairy Tales). Try to the actual book
White As Snow (Fairy Tales) as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone
and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs.



The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So
, we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Charles Eiland:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A book White As Snow (Fairy Tales) will make you to always be
smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think
which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can
be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Terri Mitchell:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for
a while is reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific White As Snow
(Fairy Tales) book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Richard Jimenez:

Beside this kind of White As Snow (Fairy Tales) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your
oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing
to have White As Snow (Fairy Tales) because this book offers for your requirements readable information.
Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if
you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from currently!
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