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This overview of the history, application and teaching of anthropology in post-
colonial Africa shows how the continent's anthropologists are redefining the
historical legacy of European and American disciplinary hegemony, and
developing distinctively African contributions to anthropological theory and
practice. The contributors illustrate the diverse national traditions of
anthropological practice that have developed in sub-Saharan Africa since
decolonisation and exemplify the diversity of professional work carried out by
the discipline's practitioners. Their commitment to a common disciplinary
identity demonstrates the place that exists for a critical anthropology that is
reflective about both its potentials and limitations.
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Editorial Review

Review
'This is a timely and extremely valuable contribution to the ongoing debate about the crisis of identity in
anthropology, offering fresh and unique insights into the fundamental challenges facing African
anthropology. The book focuses on the theoretical, epistemological and practical problems resulting from
Africa's encounter with Euro-colonialism and addresses the difficulties, limitations, achievements and
potential African anthropology - the "mother" of Africa studies - from the perspective of "insiders".' Maxwell
Owusu, University of Michigan 'This is a fresh and important new overview of the place of anthropological
research and practice in Africa, past and present'. Wendy James, University of Oxford 'This book uses the
"expansive moment" of African anthropology under late colonialism to re-explore the relationship between
government and the discipline, pulling together three strands to the arguments: the historical identification of
what specific anthropological endeavours actually did under colonial conditions; the complex relationships
between anthropology and nationalism in Africa; and the exploration of what "practice" within national
contexts in the present'. Jane Guyer, John Hopkins University 'Here is a book teachers of African
anthropology have been hoping for - an intervention that lays to rest the notion of anthropology as colonial
science. Released from the "Africanist" confines, anthropology assumes its rightful place in the reflexive and
engaged production of knowledge on and for Africa'. Harri Englund, University of Cambridge

About the Author

Mwenda Ntarangwi teaches anthropology at Augustana College, Rock Island, Illinois, and is the author of
Gender Identity and Performance (2003, Africa World Press). Mustafa Babiker teaches anthropology at the
University of Khartoum. His research and development consultancies address issues of social change within
pastoral communities. David Mills lectures at the University of Birmingham. He has just finished a book on
the political history of British social anthropology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Rinaldi:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled African Anthropologies: History, Critique and Practice (Africa in the
New Millennium). Try to make the book African Anthropologies: History, Critique and Practice (Africa in
the New Millennium) as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone
and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Angela Babb:

The guide with title African Anthropologies: History, Critique and Practice (Africa in the New Millennium)



has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific
book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Susan Gaier:

This African Anthropologies: History, Critique and Practice (Africa in the New Millennium) is great book
for you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have
to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we
can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having African Anthropologies: History, Critique and Practice (Africa in the New
Millennium) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can
say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So ,
this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Justin Tapscott:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This African Anthropologies:
History, Critique and Practice (Africa in the New Millennium) can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common
not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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