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In a meditation on the wisdom of the Vedas, Roberto Calasso brings ritual
and sacrifice to bear on the modern world

In this revelatory volume, Roberto Calasso, whom The Paris Review has called
"a literary institution," explores the ancient texts known as the Vedas. Little is
known about the Vedic people, who lived more than three thousand years ago in
northern India: They left behind almost no objects, images, or ruins. They created
no empires. Even the soma, the likely hallucinogenic plant that appears at the
center of some of their rituals, has not been identified with any certainty. Only a
"Parthenon of words" remains: verses and formulations suggesting a daring
understanding of life.
"If the Vedic people had been asked why they did not build cities," writes
Calasso, "they could have replied: we did not seek power, but rapture." This is
the ardor of the Vedic world, a burning intensity that is always present, both in
the mind and in the cosmos.
With his signature erudition and profound sense of the past, Calasso explores the
enigmatic web of ritual and myth that defines the Vedas. Often at odds with
modern thought, these texts illuminate the nature of consciousness more vividly
than anything else has managed to till now. Following the "hundred paths" of the
Satapatha Brahmana, an impressive exegesis of Vedic ritual, Ardor indicates that
it may be possible to reach what is closest by passing through that which is most
remote, as "the whole of Vedic India was an attempt to think further."
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In a meditation on the wisdom of the Vedas, Roberto Calasso brings ritual and sacrifice to bear on the
modern world

In this revelatory volume, Roberto Calasso, whom The Paris Review has called "a literary institution,"
explores the ancient texts known as the Vedas. Little is known about the Vedic people, who lived more than
three thousand years ago in northern India: They left behind almost no objects, images, or ruins. They
created no empires. Even the soma, the likely hallucinogenic plant that appears at the center of some of their
rituals, has not been identified with any certainty. Only a "Parthenon of words" remains: verses and
formulations suggesting a daring understanding of life.
"If the Vedic people had been asked why they did not build cities," writes Calasso, "they could have replied:
we did not seek power, but rapture." This is the ardor of the Vedic world, a burning intensity that is always
present, both in the mind and in the cosmos.
With his signature erudition and profound sense of the past, Calasso explores the enigmatic web of ritual and
myth that defines the Vedas. Often at odds with modern thought, these texts illuminate the nature of
consciousness more vividly than anything else has managed to till now. Following the "hundred paths" of the
Satapatha Brahmana, an impressive exegesis of Vedic ritual, Ardor indicates that it may be possible to reach
what is closest by passing through that which is most remote, as "the whole of Vedic India was an attempt to
think further."
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Editorial Review

Review
Praise for "La Folie Baudelaire"

"Roberto Calasso [is] the most inquisitively suggestive literary critic in the world today." --Thomas
McGonigle, "Los Angeles Times""

""["La Folie Baudelaire"] is as red-blooded as art criticism gets, and a suitable encomium for the greatest of
art critics." --Jad Adams, "The Daily Telegraph"

"[A] careful, thoughtful, and detailed exploration . . . Richard Dixon's supple and elegant translation brings
Calasso's poetic meditations to life. Readers will return again and again for wisdom and insight." --
"Publisher's Weekly""Illuminating . . . The author pursues his own quest for enlightenment by questioning,
treading carefully and humbling himself before a body of knowledge that has not always been well-served by
his Western predecessors. . . . 'The whole of Vedic India was an attempt to think further, ' writes Calasso. He
demands no less from his readers." --"Kirkus Reviews""Calasso is not only immensely learned; he is one of
the most original thinkers and writers we have today." --Charles Simic"Roberto Calasso [is] the most
inquisitively suggestive literary critic in the world today." --Thomas McGonigle, "Los Angeles
Times""Roberto Calasso [is] a writer about the foundational myths and tales of human society who has no
equal in the sparkle of his storytelling and the depth of his learning." --Boyd Tonkin, "The
Independent""[Calasso] has certainly managed to open a new road through the old landscape of literature." --
John Banville, "The New York Review of Books""Roberto Calasso [is] an exceptionally accessible thinker,
original and profound." --Muriel Spark, "The Times Literary Supplement"

""Ardor" is Calasso's mode in his serpentine, allusive, and expansive readings . . . provocative . . . Calasso's
profuse, high-wire exegesis brings the intricacies and marvels of Vedic thought vividly and evocatively to
life." "--"Donna Seaman, "Booklist""""[A] careful, thoughtful, and detailed exploration . . . Richard Dixon's
supple and elegant translation brings Calasso's poetic meditations to life. Readers will return again and again
for wisdom and insight." --"Publisher's Weekly""Illuminating . . . The author pursues his own quest for
enlightenment by questioning, treading carefully and humbling himself before a body of knowledge that has
not always been well-served by his Western predecessors. . . . 'The whole of Vedic India was an attempt to
think further, ' writes Calasso. He demands no less from his readers." --"Kirkus Reviews""Calasso is not only
immensely learned; he is one of the most original thinkers and writers we have today." --Charles
Simic"Roberto Calasso [is] the most inquisitively suggestive literary critic in the world today." --Thomas
McGonigle, "Los Angeles Times""Roberto Calasso [is] a writer about the foundational myths and tales of
human society who has no equal in the sparkle of his storytelling and the depth of his learning." --Boyd
Tonkin, "The Independent""[Calasso] has certainly managed to open a new road through the old landscape
of literature." --John Banville, "The New York Review of Books""Roberto Calasso [is] an exceptionally
accessible thinker, original and profound." --Muriel Spark, "The Times Literary Supplement"

"Calasso's prose is scrupulously lucid and elegant." "--"Pankaj Mishra, "The New York Times Book
Review"""Ardor" is Calasso's mode in his serpentine, allusive, and expansive readings . . . provocative . . .
Calasso's profuse, high-wire exegesis brings the intricacies and marvels of Vedic thought vividly and
evocatively to life." "--"Donna Seaman, "Booklist""""[A] careful, thoughtful, and detailed exploration . . .
Richard Dixon's supple and elegant translation brings Calasso's poetic meditations to life. Readers will return
again and again for wisdom and insight." --"Publisher's Weekly""Illuminating . . . The author pursues his



own quest for enlightenment by questioning, treading carefully and humbling himself before a body of
knowledge that has not always been well-served by his Western predecessors. . . . 'The whole of Vedic India
was an attempt to think further, ' writes Calasso. He demands no less from his readers." --"Kirkus
Reviews""Calasso is not only immensely learned; he is one of the most original thinkers and writers we have
today." --Charles Simic"Roberto Calasso [is] the most inquisitively suggestive literary critic in the world
today." --Thomas McGonigle, "Los Angeles Times""Roberto Calasso [is] a writer about the foundational
myths and tales of human society who has no equal in the sparkle of his storytelling and the depth of his
learning." --Boyd Tonkin, "The Independent""[Calasso] has certainly managed to open a new road through
the old landscape of literature." --John Banville, "The New York Review of Books""Roberto Calasso [is] an
exceptionally accessible thinker, original and profound." --Muriel Spark, "The Times Literary Supplement"

About the Author

Roberto Calasso is the publisher of Adelphi Edizioni in Milan and is the author of many books. Ardor is the
seventh part of a work in progress, following The Ruin of Kasch, The Marriage of Cadmus and Harmony,
Ka, K., Tiepolo Pink, and La Folie Baudelaire.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wayne Hause:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Ardor book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style.
You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease
the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with Ardor content conveys the thought easily
to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by
means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Ardor is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Nydia Kelly:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Ardor as the daily resource information.

Trevor Wright:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Ardor suitable to
you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Ardoris one of
several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book.



This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world in this book.

Dennis Taylor:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This Ardor can give you a lot of good friends because by you
checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women.
So , why hesitate? We should have Ardor.

Download and Read Online Ardor By Roberto Calasso
#NE1BYWSGH60



Read Ardor By Roberto Calasso for online ebook

Ardor By Roberto Calasso Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap
books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online,
online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Ardor By Roberto Calasso
books to read online.

Online Ardor By Roberto Calasso ebook PDF download

Ardor By Roberto Calasso Doc

Ardor By Roberto Calasso Mobipocket

Ardor By Roberto Calasso EPub

NE1BYWSGH60: Ardor By Roberto Calasso


