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Though a well-regarded physicist Carl Sagan (1934-1996) is best-known as a
writer of popular nonfiction and science fiction and as the host of the PBS series
Cosmos. Through his writings and spoken commentary, he worked to popularize
interests in astronomy, the universe, and the possibility of extraterrestrial life.
From the beginning of his public career, when he co-wrote Intelligent Life in the
Universe to the very end as he worked on the 1997 film adaptation of his novel
Contact, these subjects absorbed him.

This interest in space was rooted in his understanding of the smallness and
vulnerability of humanity measured against the immense size and power of the
universe. This profound philosophical humility, mixed with personal exuberance,
comes through in Conversations with Carl Sagan. In interviews and profiles,
Sagan discusses with verve a wide variety of topics--the environment, nuclear
disarmament, religion, politics, extraterrestrial life, astronomy, physics, robotics.
Whether he is discussing his science fiction or his well-researched nonfiction
works, his voice embraces reason and skepticism.

This volume shows how Sagan, a lifelong skeptic, refined his views and
expressed amazement that Earth, for all his belief in extraterrestrial life,
encompasses everything about which he cared.
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Though a well-regarded physicist Carl Sagan (1934-1996) is best-known as a writer of popular nonfiction
and science fiction and as the host of the PBS series Cosmos. Through his writings and spoken commentary,
he worked to popularize interests in astronomy, the universe, and the possibility of extraterrestrial life. From
the beginning of his public career, when he co-wrote Intelligent Life in the Universe to the very end as he
worked on the 1997 film adaptation of his novel Contact, these subjects absorbed him.

This interest in space was rooted in his understanding of the smallness and vulnerability of humanity
measured against the immense size and power of the universe. This profound philosophical humility, mixed
with personal exuberance, comes through in Conversations with Carl Sagan. In interviews and profiles,
Sagan discusses with verve a wide variety of topics--the environment, nuclear disarmament, religion,
politics, extraterrestrial life, astronomy, physics, robotics. Whether he is discussing his science fiction or his
well-researched nonfiction works, his voice embraces reason and skepticism.

This volume shows how Sagan, a lifelong skeptic, refined his views and expressed amazement that Earth, for
all his belief in extraterrestrial life, encompasses everything about which he cared.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
It's rare for a scientist to have enough cultural cachet to become the subject of comedy spoofs, one of Carl
Sagan's many unusual accomplishments thanks to his zeal for bringing science to the public square in his
best--selling books and his seminal television series, Cosmos. Mr. "Billions and Billions" was a brilliant,
erudite astronomer and astrophysicist with a strong interest in extraterrestrial life and a deep concern for life
on Earth. He was also charismatic, energetic, warm, and eloquent, as the editor of this lively and valuable
interview collection notes in his crisp introduction. Head uses the words love, passion, and wonder often in
his profile, and they are keys to Sagan's success. An advocate for science education, space exploration,
environmental protection, and nuclear disarmament, Sagan was controversial and a great favorite with
journalists. Head has selected 16 engaging conversations from such popular venues as Rolling Stone,
Psychology Today, The Charlie Rose Show, and NPR, and it's a boon to connect with Sagan's knowledge,
wisdom, and generosity a decade after his early death at 62. Donna Seaman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

From the Publisher
---Offers the first collection of interviews with Carl Sagan

---Shows the breadth of Sagan's concerns for the environment, for education, for mankind

---Contains many controversial moments

About the Author

Tom Head of Jackson, Mississippi, is a writer and poet whose work includes Women and Families (Voices
from the Civil War), Possessions and Exorcisms (Fact or Fiction?), and 1966 (The Turbulent 60s)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Cook:

The book Conversations with Carl Sagan (Literary Conversations) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book
Conversations with Carl Sagan (Literary Conversations)? A few of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book Conversations with Carl Sagan (Literary Conversations) has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Gary McIntosh:

This book untitled Conversations with Carl Sagan (Literary Conversations) to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher with
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

George Degregorio:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Conversations with Carl Sagan (Literary Conversations), it is possible to tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Patsy Locke:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You will see that
now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for your
requirements is Conversations with Carl Sagan (Literary Conversations) this book consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up.
The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research
when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.
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