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In his national bestseller Bowling Alone, Robert Putnam illuminated the decline
of social capital in the US. Now, in Democracies in Flux, Putnam brings together
a group of leading scholars who broaden his findings as they examine the state of
social capital in eight advanced democracies around the world.
The book is packed with many intriguing revelations. The contributors note, for
instance, that waning participation in unions, churches, and political parties
seems to be virtually universal, a troubling discovery as these forms of social
capital are especially important for empowering less educated, less affluent
portions of the population. Indeed, in general, the researchers found more social
grouping among the affluent than among the working classes and they find
evidence of a younger generation that is singularly uninterested in politics,
distrustful both of politicians and of others, cynical about public affairs, and less
inclined to participate in enduring social organizations. Yet social capital appears
as strong as ever in Sweden, where 40% of the adult population participate in
"study circles"--small groups who meet weekly for educational discussions.

Social capital--good will, fellowship, sympathy, and social intercourse--is vitally
important both for the health of our communities and for our own physical and
psychological well being. Offering a panoramic look at social capital around the
world, this book makes an important contribution to our understanding of these
phenomena and why they are important in today's world.
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In his national bestseller Bowling Alone, Robert Putnam illuminated the decline of social capital in the US.
Now, in Democracies in Flux, Putnam brings together a group of leading scholars who broaden his findings
as they examine the state of social capital in eight advanced democracies around the world.
The book is packed with many intriguing revelations. The contributors note, for instance, that waning
participation in unions, churches, and political parties seems to be virtually universal, a troubling discovery
as these forms of social capital are especially important for empowering less educated, less affluent portions
of the population. Indeed, in general, the researchers found more social grouping among the affluent than
among the working classes and they find evidence of a younger generation that is singularly uninterested in
politics, distrustful both of politicians and of others, cynical about public affairs, and less inclined to
participate in enduring social organizations. Yet social capital appears as strong as ever in Sweden, where
40% of the adult population participate in "study circles"--small groups who meet weekly for educational
discussions.

Social capital--good will, fellowship, sympathy, and social intercourse--is vitally important both for the
health of our communities and for our own physical and psychological well being. Offering a panoramic
look at social capital around the world, this book makes an important contribution to our understanding of
these phenomena and why they are important in today's world.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Putnam's thesis, about the virtue of connectiveness, gains here much additional depth. We see it in a
comparative, cross-cultural perspective, with each study illuminating all others. A masterpiece of social
science."--Amitai Etzioni, author of The New Golden Rule

"A grand tour of our times--elegant, exciting and unsettling. Democracies in Flux maps the vitality of civil
society in eight industrial nations. Their experiences--sometimes similar, often entirely different--add up to a
vivid report on the health of democracy in a global era."--James Morone, author of The Democratic Wish and
Hellfire Nation

About the Author

Robert D. Putnam is Peter and Isabel Malkin Professor of Public Policy at Harvard University. He is the
founder of the Saguaro Seminar on Civic Engagement and author of the best-selling Bowling Alone.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Connie Cornish:

The book Democracies in Flux: The Evolution of Social Capital in Contemporary Society make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a
book Democracies in Flux: The Evolution of Social Capital in Contemporary Society to be your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or
all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Democracies in Flux: The
Evolution of Social Capital in Contemporary Society. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Eleanor Yoo:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Democracies in Flux: The Evolution of
Social Capital in Contemporary Society book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course



the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Cora Spillane:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take Democracies in Flux: The Evolution of Social Capital in Contemporary
Society as your daily resource information.

Antonio Mock:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Democracies in Flux: The
Evolution of Social Capital in Contemporary Society that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Democracies in Flux: The Evolution of
Social Capital in Contemporary Society become your current starter.
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