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Galileo’s Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems, published in
Florence in 1632, was the most proximate cause of his being brought to trial
before the Inquisition. Using the dialogue form, a genre common in classical
philosophical works, Galileo masterfully demonstrates the truth of the
Copernican system over the Ptolemaic one, proving, for the first time, that the
earth revolves around the sun. Its influence is incalculable. The Dialogue is not
only one of the most important scientific treatises ever written, but a work of
supreme clarity and accessibility, remaining as readable now as when it was first
published. This edition uses the definitive text established by the University of
California Press, in Stillman Drake’s translation, and includes a Foreword by
Albert Einstein and a new Introduction by J. L. Heilbron.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Italian

From the Inside Flap
Galileo's Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems, published in Florence in 1632, was the most
proximate cause of his being brought to trial before the Inquisition. Using the dialogue form, a genre
common in classical philosophical works, Galileo masterfully demonstrates the truth of the Copernican
system over the Ptolemaic one, proving, for the first time, that the earth revolves around the sun. Its
influence is incalculable. The Dialogue is not only one of the most important scientific treatises ever written,
but a work of supreme clarity and accessibility, remaining as readable now as when it was first published.
This edition uses the definitive text established by the University of California Press, in Stillman Drake's
translation, and includes a Foreword by Albert Einstein and a new Introduction by J. L. Heilbron.

About the Author
J. L. Heilbron is a professor of history and Vice Chancellor Emeritus, University of California at Berkeley,
and currently Senior Research Fellow, Worcester College, Oxford. He is the author of numerous books on
the history of science, including most recently The Sun in the Church: Cathedrals as Solar Observatories
and Geometry Civilized: History, Culture, and Technique.

Stephen Jay Gould is the Alexander Agassiz professor of zoology and professor of geology at Harvard and
the Vincent Astor visiting professor of biology at New York University. Recent books include Full House,
Dinosaur in a Haystack, and Questioning the Millennium. He lives in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and
New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Ramos:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief
World Systems: Ptolemaic and Copernican is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Aaron Marks:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look



different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you
read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World
Systems: Ptolemaic and Copernican it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended
this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this
book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone.
The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Daniel Adams:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief
World Systems: Ptolemaic and Copernican publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you
still skepticism Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems: Ptolemaic and Copernican as good
book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by
its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Orville Hightower:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended for your requirements is Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems: Ptolemaic
and Copernican this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy
to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book
appropriate all of you.
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