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Everybody’s America reassesses Pynchon’s literary career in order to explain the
central role played by the racialization of American culture in the postmodernist
deconstruction of subjectivity and literary authority and in the crisis in white
liberal culture. It charts the evolution of both these cultural transformations from
Pynchon’s early short stories, composed in the late 1950s, through Gravity’s
Rainbow, published in 1973. This book demonstrates that Pynchon deploys
techniques associated with the decentering of the linguistic sign and the
fragmentation of narrative in order to work through the anxieties of white male
subjects in their encounter with racial otherness. It also charts Pynchon’s
attention to non-white and non-Euro-American voices and cultural forms, which
imply an awareness of and interest in processes of transculturation occurring both
within U.S. borders and between the U.S. and the Third World. In these ways, his
novels attempt to acknowledge the implicit racism in many elements of white
American culture and to grapple with the psychological and sociopolitical effects
of that racism on both white and black Americans. The argument of Everybody’s
America, however, also considers the limits of Pynchon’s implicit commitment
to hybridity as a social ideal, identifying attitudes expressed in his work that
suggest a residual attraction to the mainstream liberalism of the fifties and early
sixties. Pynchon’s fiction dramatizes the conflict between the discourses and
values of such liberalism and those of an emergent multiculturalist ethos that
names and valorizes social difference and hybridity. In identifying the
competition between residual liberalism and an emergent multiculturalism,
Everybody’s America makes its contribution to the broader understanding of
postmodern culture.
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Pynchon’s early short stories, composed in the late 1950s, through Gravity’s Rainbow, published in 1973.
This book demonstrates that Pynchon deploys techniques associated with the decentering of the linguistic
sign and the fragmentation of narrative in order to work through the anxieties of white male subjects in their
encounter with racial otherness. It also charts Pynchon’s attention to non-white and non-Euro-American
voices and cultural forms, which imply an awareness of and interest in processes of transculturation
occurring both within U.S. borders and between the U.S. and the Third World. In these ways, his novels
attempt to acknowledge the implicit racism in many elements of white American culture and to grapple with
the psychological and sociopolitical effects of that racism on both white and black Americans. The argument
of Everybody’s America, however, also considers the limits of Pynchon’s implicit commitment to hybridity
as a social ideal, identifying attitudes expressed in his work that suggest a residual attraction to the
mainstream liberalism of the fifties and early sixties. Pynchon’s fiction dramatizes the conflict between the
discourses and values of such liberalism and those of an emergent multiculturalist ethos that names and
valorizes social difference and hybridity. In identifying the competition between residual liberalism and an
emergent multiculturalism, Everybody’s America makes its contribution to the broader understanding of
postmodern culture.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Witzling reads texts well, but his special contribution lies in his grasp of contemporary theory and those
conundrums of race in which the younger Pynchon's imagination was anchored in the 1950s and 1960s...this
is an original contribution to knowledge of Pynchon and the role of race in American culture." Choice,
January 2009

About the Author

David Witzling is anAssistant Professor at Manhattan College in Riverdale, NY

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leslie Jasso:

The reserve untitled Everybody's America: Thomas Pynchon, Race, and the Cultures of Postmodernism
(Studies in Major Literary Authors) is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the
quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book,
hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book
of Everybody's America: Thomas Pynchon, Race, and the Cultures of Postmodernism (Studies in Major
Literary Authors) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Angeline Allison:

Exactly why? Because this Everybody's America: Thomas Pynchon, Race, and the Cultures of
Postmodernism (Studies in Major Literary Authors) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it
was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than
the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Dwight Hancock:

You will get this Everybody's America: Thomas Pynchon, Race, and the Cultures of Postmodernism (Studies
in Major Literary Authors) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be
your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era



including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Robert Rascoe:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Everybody's America: Thomas Pynchon, Race, and
the Cultures of Postmodernism (Studies in Major Literary Authors) or others sources were given expertise
for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book
was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge.
In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Everybody's America: Thomas Pynchon, Race,
and the Cultures of Postmodernism (Studies in Major Literary Authors) to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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