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Jason Marc Harris's ambitious book argues that the tensions between folk
metaphysics and Enlightenment values produce the literary fantastic.
Demonstrating that a negotiation with folklore was central to the canon of British
literature, he explicates the complicated rhetoric associated with folkloric fiction.
His analysis includes a wide range of writers, including James Barrie, William
Carleton, Charles Dickens, George Eliot, Sheridan Le Fanu, Neil Gunn, George
MacDonald, William Sharp, Robert Louis Stevenson, and James Hogg. These
authors, Harris suggests, used folklore to articulate profound cultural
ambivalence towards issues of class, domesticity, education, gender, imperialism,
nationalism, race, politics, religion, and metaphysics. Harris's analysis of the
function of folk metaphysics in nineteenth- and early twentieth-century narratives
reveals the ideological agendas of the appropriation of folklore and the artistic
potential of superstition in both folkloric and literary contexts of the supernatural.
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values produce the literary fantastic. Demonstrating that a negotiation with folklore was central to the canon
of British literature, he explicates the complicated rhetoric associated with folkloric fiction. His analysis
includes a wide range of writers, including James Barrie, William Carleton, Charles Dickens, George Eliot,
Sheridan Le Fanu, Neil Gunn, George MacDonald, William Sharp, Robert Louis Stevenson, and James
Hogg. These authors, Harris suggests, used folklore to articulate profound cultural ambivalence towards
issues of class, domesticity, education, gender, imperialism, nationalism, race, politics, religion, and
metaphysics. Harris's analysis of the function of folk metaphysics in nineteenth- and early twentieth-century
narratives reveals the ideological agendas of the appropriation of folklore and the artistic potential of
superstition in both folkloric and literary contexts of the supernatural.
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Editorial Review

Review
Shortlisted for the Mythopoeic Scholarship Award in Myth and Fantasy Studies 2009 '...helpful for those
seeking an alternative methodology for exploring children's literature.' International Research in Children's
Literature '... a welcome addition to current discussions and research about the hybridity of the literary
fantastic and its intersections with folk narratives of the supernatural and fairy tales.' Journal of Folklore
Research '... exemplifies the merits of interdisciplinary research. Showing a thorough understanding of both
literary and folkloric scholarship, Harris does justice to the complex relationship of folklore, literature, and
society in nineteenth-century Britain, while providing important insights into the writers under discussion
and supporting his thesis that the literary fantastic (in nineteenth-century Britain, at least) rises out of and
expresses the interplay between folk metaphysics and Enlightenment rationality. ... His book is highly
recommended to anyone interested in folklore and literature, or in the history and ideology of fantasy.'
Journal of the Fantastic in the Arts 'No literary critic or cultural historian has approached the topic of folklore
in literature with as thorough grounding in both the history and the method of folklore studies. The result is a
rich, engrossing study of material that helps us to see the literary, political, and cultural significance of both
works that have been much studied - the Victorian ghost story, Peter Pan, the work of Robert Louis
Stevenson - and works that will be new to many readers - from Victorian literary fairy tales to William
Carleton and William Sharpe, of the Celtic Renaissance.' Journal of British Studies '... there is in-depth
analysis of at least seven more or less well-known British authors (namely George MacDonald, James
Barrie, James Hogg, Sheridan Le Fanu, Robert Louis Stevenson, William Carleton and William Sharpe). ...
readers of this text will glean considerable information about British folklore, as well as its status within the
Victorian cultural arena.' Journal of Children's Literature Studies 'In addition to providing a Gothic response
to nineteenth-century anxieties, the narratives Harris studies also aim to make room for folklore by showing
how the latter is not incompatible with cultural progress.' Miranda 'Harris' scholarship is thorough and
impressive. The numerous footnotes throughout each chapter are extensive and useful. ... his study is an
impressive contribution to the field of academic folklore scholarship.' Western Folklore

About the Author
Dr Jason Marc Harris is an assistant professor in the Dept. of Humanities and Communications at the Florida
Institute of Technology. He is the coauthor (with Birke Duncan) of a folklore study, The Troll Tale and
Other Scary Stories (2001). Besides writing various articles about the interaction between folklore and
literature, he recently provided an introduction to Robert Louis Stevenson's The Master of Ballantrae for the
Barnes and Noble Library of Essential Reading Series (2006).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cynthia Gomez:

The e-book with title Folklore and the Fantastic in Nineteenth-Century British Fiction posesses a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era
of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you



want.

Ernest Bryan:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read will
be Folklore and the Fantastic in Nineteenth-Century British Fiction.

Lola Hernandez:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Folklore and the Fantastic in
Nineteenth-Century British Fiction which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
find.

Anna Hart:

This Folklore and the Fantastic in Nineteenth-Century British Fiction is brand new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in
it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Folklore and
the Fantastic in Nineteenth-Century British Fiction can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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