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Three master pieces of classical tragedy

Containing Aeschylus's Agamemnon, Sophocles Oedipus Rex, and Euripides
Medea, thisimportant new selection brings the best works of the great tragedians
together in one perfect introductory volume. This volume also includes extracts
from Aristophanes comedy The Frogs and a selection from Aristotle's Poetics.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readerstrust the seriesto provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, aswell as up-to-date translations by award-winning
trangdlators.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Aeschylus was born of a noble family near Athensin 525 BC. He took part in the Persian Wars and his
epitaph, said to have been written by himself, represents him as fighting at Marathon. At some timein his
life he appears to have been prosecuted for divulging the Eleusinian mysteries, but he apparently proved
himself innocent. Aeschylus wrote more than seventy plays, of which seven have survived: The Suppliants,
The Persians, Seven Against Thebes, Prometheus Bound, Agamemnon, The Choephori, and The
Eumenides. (All are trandated for Penguin Classics.) He visited Syracuse more than once at the invitation of
Hieron | and he died at Gelain Sicily in 456 BC. Aeschylus was recognized as a classic writer soon after his
death, and special privileges were decreed for his plays.

Euripides, the youngest of the three great Athenian playwrights, was born around 485 BC of afamily of
good standing. He first competed in the dramatic festivalsin 455 BC, coming only third; his record of
success in the tragic competitions is lower than that of either Aeschylus or Sophocles. There isatradition
that he was unpopular, even arecluse; we are told that he composed poetry in a cave by the sea, near
Salamis. What is clear from contemporary evidence, however, is that audiences were fascinated by his
innovative and often disturbing dramas. His work was controversial already in hislifetime, and he himself
was regarded as a‘clever’ poet, associated with philosophers and other intellectuals. Towards the end of his
life he went to live at the court of Archelaus, king of Macedon. It was during his time there that he wrote
what many consider his greates work, the Bacchae. When news of his death reached Athensin early 406 BC,
Sophocles appeared publicly in mourning for him. Euripidesis thought to have written about ninety-two
plays, of which seventeen tragedies and one satyr-play are known survive; the other play which is attributed
to him, the Rhesus, may in fact be by alater hand.

Sophocles was born at Colonus, just outside Athens, in 496 BC, and lived ninety years. Hislong life spanned
the rise and decline of the Athenian Empire; he was afriend of Pericles, and though not an active politician
he held several public offices, both military and civil. The leader of aliterary circle and friend of Herodotus,
he was interested in poetic theory as well as practice, and he wrote a prose treatise On the Chorus. He
seems to have been content to spend all hislife at Athens, and is said to have refused several invitations to
royal courts.

Sophocles first won a prize for tragic dramain 468, defeating the veteran Aeschylus. He wrote over a
hundred plays for the Athenian theater, and is said to have come first in twenty-four contests. Only seven of
his tragedies are now extant, these being Ajax, Antigone, Oedipusthe King, Women of Trachis, Electra,
Philoctetes, and the posthumous Oedipus at Colonus. A substantial part of The Sear ches, a satyr play, was
recovered from papyri in Egypt in modern times. Fragments of other plays remain, showing that he drew on
awide range of themes; he also introduced the innovation of athird actor in histragedies. He died in 406
BC.

E.F. Watling was educated at Christ's Hospital and University College, Oxford. His translations of Greek
and Roman plays for the Penguin Classics include the seven plays of Sophocles, nine plays of Plautus, and a
selection of the tragedies of Seneca.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rudy Nixon:

In other case, little people like to read book Greek Tragedy (Penguin Classics). Y ou can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. Aslong as we know about how isimportant a new book Greek Tragedy
(Penguin Classics). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we can open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Lawanda Beverly:

Here thing why this particular Greek Tragedy (Penguin Classics) are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all reading through abook is good but it dependsin the content from it which isthe content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Greek Tragedy (Penguin Classics) giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Greek Tragedy
(Penguin Classics). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere
likein recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficultiesin
bringing the paper book maybe the form of Greek Tragedy (Penguin Classics) in e-book can be your choice.

Timothy McKinney:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Greek Tragedy (Penguin Classics) can be very good book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

Cheryl Kirkland:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Greek Tragedy (Penguin Classics) to
make your own reading isinteresting. Y our skill of reading expertise is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and
looking at especialy. Itisto beinitially opinion for you to like to open abook and go through it. Beside that
the e-book Greek Tragedy (Penguin Classics) can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of thistime.
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