
Human Nature in an Age of Biotechnology:
The Case for Mediated Posthumanism
(Philosophy of Engineering and Technology)

By Tamar Sharon

Human Nature in an Age of Biotechnology: The Case for Mediated
Posthumanism (Philosophy of Engineering and Technology) By Tamar
Sharon

New biotechnologies have propelled the question of what it means to be human –
or posthuman – to the forefront of societal and scientific consideration. This
volume provides an accessible, critical overview of the main approaches in the
debate on posthumanism, and argues that they do not adequately address the
question of what it means to be human in an age of biotechnology. Not because
they belong to rival political camps, but because they are grounded in a humanist
ontology that presupposes a radical separation between human subjects and
technological objects.

The volume offers a comprehensive mapping of posthumanist discourse divided
into four broad approaches?two humanist-based approaches: dystopic and liberal
posthumanism, and two non-humanist approaches: radical and methodological
posthumanism. The author compares and contrasts these models via an
exploration of key issues, from human enhancement, to eugenics, to new
configurations of biopower, questioning what role technology plays in defining
the boundaries of the human, the subject and nature for each. 

Building on the contributions and limitations of radical and methodological
posthumanism, the author develops a novel perspective, mediated posthumanism,
that brings together insights in the philosophy of technology, the sociology of
biomedicine, and Michel Foucault’s work on ethical subject constitution. In this
framework, technology is neither a neutral tool nor a force that alienates
humanity from itself, but something that is always already part of the experience
of being human, and subjectivity is viewed as an emergent property that is
constantly being shaped and transformed by its engagements with
biotechnologies. Mediated posthumanism becomes a tool for identifying novel
ethical modes of human experience that are richer and more multifaceted than
current posthumanist perspectives allow for.

The book will be essential reading for students and scholars working on ethics
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and technology, philosophy of technology, poststructuralism, technology and the
body, and medical ethics.
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New biotechnologies have propelled the question of what it means to be human – or posthuman – to the
forefront of societal and scientific consideration. This volume provides an accessible, critical overview of the
main approaches in the debate on posthumanism, and argues that they do not adequately address the question
of what it means to be human in an age of biotechnology. Not because they belong to rival political camps,
but because they are grounded in a humanist ontology that presupposes a radical separation between human
subjects and technological objects.

The volume offers a comprehensive mapping of posthumanist discourse divided into four broad
approaches?two humanist-based approaches: dystopic and liberal posthumanism, and two non-humanist
approaches: radical and methodological posthumanism. The author compares and contrasts these models via
an exploration of key issues, from human enhancement, to eugenics, to new configurations of biopower,
questioning what role technology plays in defining the boundaries of the human, the subject and nature for
each. 

Building on the contributions and limitations of radical and methodological posthumanism, the author
develops a novel perspective, mediated posthumanism, that brings together insights in the philosophy of
technology, the sociology of biomedicine, and Michel Foucault’s work on ethical subject constitution. In this
framework, technology is neither a neutral tool nor a force that alienates humanity from itself, but something
that is always already part of the experience of being human, and subjectivity is viewed as an emergent
property that is constantly being shaped and transformed by its engagements with biotechnologies. Mediated
posthumanism becomes a tool for identifying novel ethical modes of human experience that are richer and
more multifaceted than current posthumanist perspectives allow for.

The book will be essential reading for students and scholars working on ethics and technology, philosophy of
technology, poststructuralism, technology and the body, and medical ethics.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

New biotechnologies have propelled the question of what it means to be human – or posthuman – to the
forefront of societal and scientific consideration. This volume provides an accessible, critical overview of the
main approaches in the debate on posthumanism, and argues that they do not adequately address the question
of what it means to be human in an age of biotechnology. Not because they belong to rival political camps,
but because they are grounded in a humanist ontology that presupposes a radical separation between human
subjects and technological objects.

The volume offers a comprehensive mapping of posthumanist discourse divided into four broad
approaches?two humanist-based approaches: dystopic and liberal posthumanism, and two non-humanist
approaches: radical and methodological posthumanism. The author compares and contrasts these models via
an exploration of key issues, from human enhancement, to eugenics, to new configurations of biopower,
questioning what role technology plays in defining the boundaries of the human, the subject and nature for
each. 

Building on the contributions and limitations of radical and methodological posthumanism, the author
develops a novel perspective, mediated posthumanism, that brings together insights in the philosophy of
technology, the sociology of biomedicine, and Michel Foucault’s work on ethical subject constitution. In this
framework, technology is neither a neutral tool nor a force that alienates humanity from itself, but something
that is always already part of the experience of being human, and subjectivity is viewed as an emergent
property that is constantly being shaped and transformed by its engagements with biotechnologies. Mediated
posthumanism becomes a tool for identifying novel ethical modes of human experience that are richer and
more multifaceted than current posthumanist perspectives allow for.

The book will be essential reading for students and scholars working on ethics and technology, philosophy of
technology, poststructuralism, technology and the body, and medical ethics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Shumate:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Human Nature in an Age of
Biotechnology: The Case for Mediated Posthumanism (Philosophy of Engineering and Technology). All
type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social
media.



Errol Garvin:

The reserve with title Human Nature in an Age of Biotechnology: The Case for Mediated Posthumanism
(Philosophy of Engineering and Technology) posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can
get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Linda White:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need more
time to be read. Human Nature in an Age of Biotechnology: The Case for Mediated Posthumanism
(Philosophy of Engineering and Technology) can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who
have those short time problems.

Amanda Stone:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Human Nature in an Age of
Biotechnology: The Case for Mediated Posthumanism (Philosophy of Engineering and Technology) is
simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read
it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.
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