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Mahtab was hollow. Empty, asif her flesh and blood, her energy, that kept her
breathing and running, thinking and talking, was gone. Nothing was in its place.
She was hungry. Hungry for water, for her father, for her grandmother, her aunts
and uncles, for the treesin the back yard, the cabinet on the wall, the silver and
glass objects so lovingly collected, for her mountains, the jagged peaks that cut
the sky. Her father was dead. She felt sure of it. She wasjust a speck of dirt on
the floor, drifting through the gap between the boards, falling to the ground.

Mahtab and her family are forced to leave their home in Herat and journey
secretly through the rocky mountains to Pakistan and from there to faraway
Australia. Months go by, months of waiting, months of dread, with only
memories and hopes to sustain them. Will they ever be reunited with their father,
will they ever find ahome? The plight of refugees from war-torn countries and
what it really means to leave everything behind and to start anew life are vividly
explored in this unforgettable story.
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Mahtab was hollow. Empty, asif her flesh and blood, her energy, that kept her breathing and running,
thinking and talking, was gone. Nothing was in its place. She was hungry. Hungry for water, for her father,
for her grandmother, her aunts and uncles, for the treesin the back yard, the cabinet on the wall, the silver
and glass abjects so lovingly collected, for her mountains, the jagged peaks that cut the sky. Her father was
dead. Shefelt sure of it. She was just a speck of dirt on the floor, drifting through the gap between the
boards, falling to the ground.

Mahtab and her family are forced to leave their home in Herat and journey secretly through the rocky
mountains to Pakistan and from there to faraway Australia. Months go by, months of waiting, months of
dread, with only memories and hopes to sustain them. Will they ever be reunited with their father, will they
ever find ahome? The plight of refugees from war-torn countries and what it really means to leave
everything behind and to start anew life are vividly explored in this unforgettable story.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Grade 6-10—In 2004, Gleeson met with a group of young Muslim expatriates. They shared their stories of
persecution in their homelands and their arduous journeysto safety in Australia. Mahtab's Sory, awork of
fiction, is based on the experiences of an Afghani teenager. When readers first meet Mahtab, her family has
been torn apart by the Taliban and she, along with her father, mother, and younger siblings, is preparing to
make a dangerous escape by way of Pakistan. Her father eventually separates from the group and treks
ahead, leaving the rest of the family to live in aone-room hideaway where they depend on the kindness of a
stranger they refer to as "Hairy Man." Eventually, the family tires of waiting and decides to continue on to
Australia, though they've not heard from Mahtab's father in months. The journey is both sad and inspiring.
Gleeson has created a protagonist with the strength of awoman yet the naiveté of a child. Her writing styleis
fluid, and it captures readers' attention from the very beginning. Thisis a striking piece of literature.—Kelly
McGorray, Glenbard South High School, Glen Ellyn, IL

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"Readers will hold their breath with every heart-stopping bump in Mahtab's journey." —Deborah Ellis,
author, The Breadwinner

"Subtle, direct, and profound.” —Booklist starred review of Half a World Away
About the Author

Libby Gleeson is a highly acclaimed writer who has published more than 30 books for children and
teenagers, including Cuddle Time, Half a World Away, and

The Great Bear (with Armin Greder), which won the prestigious Bologna Ragazzi in 2000. She has been
shortlisted for the CBC Awards 12 times.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Florence Wiggins:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for usto be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this Mahtab's Story.



Woodrow Harker:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Mahtab's Story will make you to end up
being smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in
which open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought
like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

AugustineKlotz:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read some sort of book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book Mahtab's Story it is extremely good to read. There are alot of
folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mQore quickly to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Delores Saenz:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Mahtab's Story which is obtaining
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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