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Tanya is a typical teenager living with her bookish professor mother in a
cramped Soviet apartment. She is obsessed with Dostoyevksy, and noticing that
he always portrays his mistress and muse in his novels–never his wife–she
determines to become a companion to a great writer. Her opportunity comes
when, as a college graduate newly emigrated to America, she attends a
Manhattan bookstore reading by Mark Schneider, a Significant New York
Novelist. Tanya quickly moves in with Mark, ready to dazzle in bed, to serve and
inspire . . . if only he would spend a little more time writing. But as she struggles
to better understand her role as Muse, Tanya also learns more than she expected
about the destiny she has imagined for herself.

A touching and very funny novel in the great tradition of Russian realism,
Memoirs of a Muse is also a lively meditation on the mysteries and absurdities of
artistic inspiration.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Tanya is a typical teenager living with her bookish professor mother in a cramped Soviet apartment. She is
obsessed with Dostoyevksy, and noticing that he always portrays his mistress and muse in his novels–never
his wife–she determines to become a companion to a great writer. Her opportunity comes when, as a college
graduate newly emigrated to America, she attends a Manhattan bookstore reading by Mark Schneider, a
Significant New York Novelist. Tanya quickly moves in with Mark, ready to dazzle in bed, to serve and
inspire . . . if only he would spend a little more time writing. But as she struggles to better understand her
role as Muse, Tanya also learns more than she expected about the destiny she has imagined for herself.

A touching and very funny novel in the great tradition of Russian realism, Memoirs of a Muse is also a lively
meditation on the mysteries and absurdities of artistic inspiration.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. [Signature]Reviewed by Caryn JamesWhat kind of person writes a thesis about makeup in
19th-century Russia? Tatiana Rumer, a would-be historian from the collapsing Soviet Union, wants to know
where people from the past dumped their garbage, "what men used for shaving and what women used for
birth control." Her thesis adviser in New York, where Tanya moves after college, sneers. But Tanya's eye for
details—especially the cosmetic details that give life a rosier glow—makes her the ideal narrator for Lara
Vapnyar's witty, engaging, beautifully precise first novel. During her Soviet childhood, Tanya is a girl who
escapes her unpopularity by dreaming that she will become the muse of a great writer. Her favorite is
Dostoyevski, and she chooses as her own inspiration his mistress, Polina, who was immortalized as a
character in The Brothers Karamazov and The Idiot. Dostoyevski's wife, Anna, to whom he dictated The
Gambler, seems a mere stenographer to Tanya; a muse "influences the great man's work," she believes, in
some glorious, "magical way."Throughout the book, as she moves from her youth in the U.S.S.R. to her first
years as a young woman in New York City, Tanya interweaves her own story with that of the affair between
Dostoyevski and the actual Polina (Apollinaria Suslova), a story that is a mix of fact and Tanya's romantic
fantasies. Only after she joins her émigré aunt and uncle in New York, almost halfway through the book, do
we learn that the novel's catchy title is ironic. "Memoirs of a Muse" is the name Tanya gives to her diary
about her days as an inspiration—others might say kept woman—of an American writer, Mark Schneider.
The section about their affair becomes more satiric, with its sly portrait of a pretentious, not-quite successful
writer in middle age and his navel-gazing Manhattan literary world. Mark's latest novel has the banal title
After the Beginning, but then English is Tanya's second language, so what doe she know?She learns fast, but
Vapnyar learned faster. She writes ridiculously well in English although she only moved to New York from
Moscow in 1994, when in her early 20s. Rich with details that simply glide into place, this novel more than
fulfills the promise of her 2003 story collection, There Are Jews in My House. The conclusion reads like a
tacked-on epilogue. Otherwise, this is a wonderfully fresh portrait of the romantic imagination and its
inevitable collision with reality. (Apr. 4)Caryn James's second novel, What Caroline Knew, will be published
in March. She is a critic-at-large for the New York Times.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Vapnyar hasn't lost any of the scintillating precision of her standout short-story collection, here Are Jews in
My House (2003), in her canny first novel. She even turns up the flame on her delectable wit and sexual
candor. As a fatherless girl in Moscow, Tatiana becomes fascinated by the great Russian writers, especially
Dostoyevsky. As an adolescent, she is told by a lecherous teacher that she will become "the muse to a great
man." When she immigrates to America to pursue a graduate degree in history, she chooses to fulfill her
destiny as a muse instead, readily abandoning the stifling immigrant enclave in Brighton Beach for a writer's
Central Park apartment. As Vapnyar cleverly dovetails Tatiana's story with that of the woman who
reluctantly served as muse to Dostoyevsky, she takes measure of the vast divide that separates men and
women, bemoans the failings of feminism, offers a claws-extended parody of the self-obsessed male artist,
and delivers a withering critique of the immigrant experience. Writing in an Atwoodesque mode, Vapnyar
has fashioned a knowing, irreverent, and toothsome ode to the imagination, a power that all too often leads
us astray. Donna Seaman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“A smart, fetching comic novel that has its heart in the Russian masters and its attitude in modern New York.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


. . . Full of generous intelligence.”—The Boston Globe“So good, so consistently fresh, funny and surprising,
that every sentence is a pleasure” —San Francisco Chronicle"[C]ringingly funny. . . . A captivating literary
fairy tale gone awry." —The Miami Herald“Beautifully observant and funny. . . . It's already easy to identify
that Vapnyar touch, and to fall under its spell.”—Entertainment Weekly

From the Trade Paperback edition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willard Callahan:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Memoirs of a Muse (Vintage International) why because the amazing
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content
is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Michael Floyd:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Memoirs of a Muse (Vintage
International) or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Memoirs of a Muse (Vintage International) to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Michele Stein:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Memoirs of a Muse (Vintage International) we can get more advantage. Don't one
to be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Memoirs of a Muse (Vintage
International). You can more attractive than now.

Jane Turcotte:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from



the book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Memoirs of a Muse (Vintage International) when you essential it?
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