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The underground has always played a prominent role in human imaginings, both
as a place of refuge and as a source of fear. The late nineteenth century saw a
new fascination with the underground as Western societies tried to cope with the
pervasive changes of a new social and technological order. In Notes on the
Underground, Rosalind Williams takes us inside that critical historical moment,
giving equal coverage to actual and imaginary undergrounds. She looks at the
real-life invasions of the underground that occurred as modern urban
infrastructures of sewers and subways were laid, and at the simultaneous
archaeological excavations that were unearthing both human history and the
planet's deep past. She also examines the subterranean stories of Verne, Wells,
Forster, Hugo, Bulwer-Lytton, and other writers who proposed alternative visions
of the coming technological civilization. 

Williams argues that these imagined and real underground environments provide
models of human life in a world dominated by human presence and offer a
prophetic look at today's technology-dominated society. In a new essay written
for this edition, Williams points out that her book traces the emergence in the
nineteenth century of what we would now call an environmental consciousness--
an awareness that there will be consequences when humans live in a sealed, finite
environment. Today we are more aware than ever of our limited biosphere and
how vulnerable it is. Notes on the Underground, now even more than when it
first appeared, offers a guide to the human, cultural, and technical consequences
of what Williams calls "the human empire on earth."
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The underground has always played a prominent role in human imaginings, both as a place of refuge and as a
source of fear. The late nineteenth century saw a new fascination with the underground as Western societies
tried to cope with the pervasive changes of a new social and technological order. In Notes on the
Underground, Rosalind Williams takes us inside that critical historical moment, giving equal coverage to
actual and imaginary undergrounds. She looks at the real-life invasions of the underground that occurred as
modern urban infrastructures of sewers and subways were laid, and at the simultaneous archaeological
excavations that were unearthing both human history and the planet's deep past. She also examines the
subterranean stories of Verne, Wells, Forster, Hugo, Bulwer-Lytton, and other writers who proposed
alternative visions of the coming technological civilization. 

Williams argues that these imagined and real underground environments provide models of human life in a
world dominated by human presence and offer a prophetic look at today's technology-dominated society. In a
new essay written for this edition, Williams points out that her book traces the emergence in the nineteenth
century of what we would now call an environmental consciousness--an awareness that there will be
consequences when humans live in a sealed, finite environment. Today we are more aware than ever of our
limited biosphere and how vulnerable it is. Notes on the Underground, now even more than when it first
appeared, offers a guide to the human, cultural, and technical consequences of what Williams calls "the
human empire on earth."
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Editorial Review

Review

Notes on the Underground artfully demonstrates the triumph of the modern imagination, at once literary and
technological, in exploring the least-explored sector of our habitat: the mysterious depths beneath its hard,
seemingly impenetrable, surface.

(Leo Marx, Professor Emeritus, Professor Emeritus, Program in Science, Technology, and Society, MIT)

How good to have a new edition of this classic book. Rosalind Williams describes one of the great
transformations of the human world, and hence the human psyche -- a transition still underway, and still
hidden in plain view.

(Bill McKibben)

One can only be delighted that Notes on the Underground is again available in print. Great books can only
remain classics if they are reread by new generations of readers. It is now possible to put Williams's book
alongside other classics such as Leo Marx's The Machine in the Garden or Raymond Williams's The City
and the Country. Notes on the Underground deserves to be added to this prestigious list of studies that
continue to inspire all those who defend a holistic yet not necessarily homogeneous view of analyzing
science and culture.

(Jan Baetens Leonardo)

What are the consequences when human beings dwell in an environment that is predominantly built rather
than given? An uncommonly astute and provocative array of answers are examined through the metaphor of
living underground, literally and in literature...A spellbinder.

(J. Baldwin Whole Earth Review)

Williams has written a book that is clear and enjoyable... Notes on the Underground's moral imperative not
only makes for fascinating criticism, but also encourages a rethinking of our ecological priorities.

(John Miller Artforum)

Rosalind Williams has brilliantly and eloquently explored the too often ignored, but salient, concept of the
underground in past and present.

(Thomas P. Hughes, author of Human-Built World, and Professor Emeritus, University of Pennsylvania)

About the Author



Rosalind Williams is Bern Dibner Professor of the History of Science and Technology in MIT's Program in
Science, Technology, and Society. She is the author of Retooling: A Historian Confronts Technological
Change (MIT Press, 2002).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Norman Williams:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Notes on the Underground: An Essay on Technology,
Society, and the Imagination (MIT Press). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given
that we know about how is important any book Notes on the Underground: An Essay on Technology,
Society, and the Imagination (MIT Press). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Margaret Boyer:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Notes on the Underground: An Essay on Technology, Society, and the Imagination (MIT Press), you are
able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a guide.

Michael Kruger:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book Notes on the Underground: An Essay on Technology, Society, and the Imagination
(MIT Press) we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must
love to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change
your life at this time book Notes on the Underground: An Essay on Technology, Society, and the
Imagination (MIT Press). You can more attractive than now.

Jeff Keenan:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a



half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Notes on the Underground: An Essay on
Technology, Society, and the Imagination (MIT Press) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make
you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the reserve Notes on the Underground: An
Essay on Technology, Society, and the Imagination (MIT Press) can to be a newly purchased friend when
you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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