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Visual Studio is adevelopment IDE created by Microsoft to enable easier
development for Microsoft programming languages as well as development
technologies. It has been the most popular IDE for working with Microsoft
development products for the past 10 years.

Extensibility is akey feature of Visual Studio. There have not been many books
written on this aspect of Visual Studio. Visua Studio Extensibility (V SX) can be
considered a hard topic to learn for many developers in comparison with most
.NET related topics. Also, its APIs are very complex and not very well written.
Some may refer to these APIs as “dirty” because they do not have good structure,
naming convention, or consistency.

Visual Studio is now 10 years old. It was created during the COM days for COM
programming but later migrated to .NET. However, Visual Studio till relies
heavily on COM programming. It was revamped when moving to the .NET
platform but still containsits COM nature; this fact is what makesit harder for
.NET developersto work with VSX. Because it is an older product built on two
technologies, it has produced inconsistency in code. Although there are problems
with the current version of V SX, the future looks bright for it. The many different
teams working on the software have been moved into one umbrella group known
asthe Visual Studio Ecosystem team.

Throughout the past 10 years Visual Studio has continued to grow and new
extensibility features have been added. Learning al of the options with their
different purposes and implementations is not easy. Many extensibility features
are broad topics such as add-ins, macros, and the new domain-specific language
toolsin Visua Studio. Learning these topics can be difficult because they are not
closely related to general .NET programming topics.

Thisbook isfor .NET developers who are interested in extending Visual Studio
as their development tool. In order to understand the book you must know the
following material well: Object-oriented programming (OOP), the .NET
Framework and .NET programming, C# or Visual Basic languages, some
familiarity with C++, some familiarity with XML and its related topics, and
Visual Studio structure and usage. A familiarity with COM programming and
different .NET technologiesis helpful.
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The aims of this book are to:

- Provide an overview of all aspects of VSX

- Enable readers to know where/when to use extensibility

- Familiarize readers with VS Extensibility in detail

- Show readers the first steps and let them learn through their own experiences

- Use examples, sample code, and case studies to demonstrate thingsin such a
way that hel ps readers understand the concepts

- Avoid bothering readers with long discussions and usel ess code samples

In order to use this book, and get the most out of it, there are some technical
requirements. Y ou must have the following two packages installed on your
machine to be able to read/understand the chapters and test code samples:

- Visual Studio 2008 Team System Edition (or other commercial editions)
- Visual Studio 2008 SDK 1.0 (or its newer versions)

Y ou will need to buy Visual Studio 2008 to register for an evaluation version.
The Free Express editions of Visual Studio do not support the extensibility
options. The Visual Studio SDK is heeded in order to read some of the chapters
in the book and can be downloaded as a free package. The operating system
doesn’'t matter for the content of the book, but all code was written with Visual
Studio 2008 Team System Edition in Windows Vista x86.

Chapters 1, 2, and 3 will give you an introduction to the basic concepts you need
to understand before you can move on to the rest of the book. Chapter 4 discusses
the automation model, which is an important prerequisite for many
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Visua Studio is adevelopment IDE created by Microsoft to enable easier development for Microsoft
programming languages as well as devel opment technologies. It has been the most popular IDE for working
with Microsoft development products for the past 10 years.

Extensibility is akey feature of Visual Studio. There have not been many books written on this aspect of
Visual Studio. Visual Studio Extensibility (VSX) can be considered a hard topic to learn for many
developersin comparison with most .NET related topics. Also, its APIs are very complex and not very well
written. Some may refer to these APIs as “dirty” because they do not have good structure, naming
convention, or consistency.

Visual Studio isnow 10 years old. It was created during the COM days for COM programming but later
migrated to .NET. However, Visua Studio still relies heavily on COM programming. It was revamped when
moving to the .NET platform but still containsits COM nature; this fact is what makesit harder for .NET
developersto work with VSX. Becauseit is an older product built on two technologies, it has produced
inconsistency in code. Although there are problems with the current version of V SX, the future looks bright
for it. The many different teams working on the software have been moved into one umbrella group known
asthe Visual Studio Ecosystem team.

Throughout the past 10 years Visua Studio has continued to grow and new extensibility features have been
added. Learning all of the options with their different purposes and implementationsis not easy. Many
extensibility features are broad topics such as add-ins, macros, and the new domain-specific language tools
in Visua Studio. Learning these topics can be difficult because they are not closely related to general .NET
programming topics.

Thisbook isfor .NET developers who areinterested in extending Visual Studio as their development tool. In
order to understand the book you must know the following material well: Object-oriented programming
(OOP), the .NET Framework and .NET programming, C# or Visual Basic languages, some familiarity with
C++, some familiarity with XML and its related topics, and Visual Studio structure and usage. A familiarity
with COM programming and different .NET technologiesis helpful.

The aims of this book are to:

- Provide an overview of all aspects of VSX

- Enable readers to know where/when to use extensibility

- Familiarize readers with VS Extensibility in detail

- Show readersthe first steps and let them learn through their own experiences

- Use examples, sample code, and case studies to demonstrate things in such away that helps readers
understand the concepts

- Avoid bothering readers with long discussions and usel ess code samples

In order to use this book, and get the most out of it, there are some technical requirements. Y ou must have
the following two packages installed on your machine to be able to read/understand the chapters and test
code samples:



- Visual Studio 2008 Team System Edition (or other commercial editions)
- Visual Studio 2008 SDK 1.0 (or its newer versions)

Y ou will need to buy Visual Studio 2008 to register for an evaluation version. The Free Express editions of
Visua Studio do not support the extensibility options. The Visual Studio SDK is needed in order to read
some of the chaptersin the book and can be downloaded as a free package. The operating system doesn’t
matter for the content of the book, but all code was written with Visua Studio 2008 Team System Edition in
Windows Vista x86.

Chapters 1, 2, and 3 will give you an introduction to the basic concepts you need to understand before you
can move on to the rest of the book. Chapter 4 discusses the automation model, which is an important
prerequisite for many
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kori Pierson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
reguire something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to compl ete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because just
their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book isfamiliar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on jardin de infancia until university need this specific Professional Visual Studio Extensibility to
read.

Donald Sigman:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a guide will give you alot of new data.
When you read areserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of waysto
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying abook will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especialy fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Professional Visua Studio Extensibility, it ispossible to tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Herman Hernandez:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may haveitin e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Professional Visual Studio Extensibility can giveyou a
lot of pals because by you taking alook at this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? L et me have Professional Visua Studio Extensibility.

Norma Wilson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. Y ou can add



your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the Professional Visual Studio Extensibility when you necessary it?
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