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This book critically assesses recent debates about the colonial construction of
Hinduism. Increasingly scholars have come to realise that the dominant
understanding of Indian culture and its traditions is unsatisfactory. According to
the classical paradigm, Hindu traditions are conceptualized as features of a
religion with distinct beliefs, doctrines, sacred laws and holy texts. Today,
however, many academics consider this conception to be a colonial
‘construction’. This book focuses on the different versions, arguments and
counter-arguments of the thesis that the Hindu religion is a construct of
colonialism. Bringing together the different positions in the debate, it provides
necessary historical data, arguments and conceptual tools to examine the
argument. Organized in two parts, the first half of the book provides new
analyses of historical and empirical data; the second presents some of the
theoretical questions that have emerged from the debate on the construction of
Hinduism. Where some of the contributors argue that Hinduism was created as a
result of a western Christian notion of religion and the imperatives of British
colonialism, others show that this religion already existed in pre-colonial India;
and as an alternative to these standpoints, other writers argue that Hinduism only
exists in the European experience and does not correspond to any empirical
reality in India. This volume offers new insights into the nature of the
construction of religion in India and will be of interest to scholars of the History
of Religion, Asian Religion, Postcolonial and South Asian Studies.
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This book critically assesses recent debates about the colonial construction of Hinduism. Increasingly
scholars have come to realise that the dominant understanding of Indian culture and its traditions is
unsatisfactory. According to the classical paradigm, Hindu traditions are conceptualized as features of a
religion with distinct beliefs, doctrines, sacred laws and holy texts. Today, however, many academics
consider this conception to be a colonial ‘construction’. This book focuses on the different versions,
arguments and counter-arguments of the thesis that the Hindu religion is a construct of colonialism. Bringing
together the different positions in the debate, it provides necessary historical data, arguments and conceptual
tools to examine the argument. Organized in two parts, the first half of the book provides new analyses of
historical and empirical data; the second presents some of the theoretical questions that have emerged from
the debate on the construction of Hinduism. Where some of the contributors argue that Hinduism was created
as a result of a western Christian notion of religion and the imperatives of British colonialism, others show
that this religion already existed in pre-colonial India; and as an alternative to these standpoints, other writers
argue that Hinduism only exists in the European experience and does not correspond to any empirical reality
in India. This volume offers new insights into the nature of the construction of religion in India and will be of
interest to scholars of the History of Religion, Asian Religion, Postcolonial and South Asian Studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[T]hese essays have the merit of making clear the residual Christian theological categories still used
in our discipline." - Andrew O. Fort, Texas Christian University (USA); RELIGION, Volume 41, Issue 4

About the Author

Esther Bloch and Marianne Keppens are Doctoral Researchers at the Research Centre Vergelijkende
Cultuurwetenschap, Ghent University, Belgium. Rajaram Hegde is Professor in History and Archaeology at
Kuvempu University, Karnataka, India. He is also the Director of the Centre for the Study of Local Cultures
- a research collaboration between Ghent University and Kuvempu University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dennis Fleenor:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Rethinking Religion in India: The Colonial Construction of
Hinduism (Routledge South Asian Religion) as the daily resource information.

Larry Young:

The book Rethinking Religion in India: The Colonial Construction of Hinduism (Routledge South Asian
Religion) will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is
very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Rethinking
Religion in India: The Colonial Construction of Hinduism (Routledge South Asian Religion) is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Jessica Keith:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Rethinking Religion in India: The
Colonial Construction of Hinduism (Routledge South Asian Religion) is simple to create you can read it in
the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy
the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.



Arthur Johnson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Rethinking Religion in India: The Colonial
Construction of Hinduism (Routledge South Asian Religion) can give you a lot of close friends because by
you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? We need to have Rethinking Religion in India: The Colonial Construction of Hinduism (Routledge
South Asian Religion).
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