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With the execution of the Abbasid caliph in Al-Musta'sim in 1258, Sunni
authority and legitimacy in Baghdad began to disintegrate, and the recently
established Delhi Sultanate became a new focus for the development of Muslim
societies amidst aglobal shift in Islamic authority. Here Blain Auer investigates
the ways three historians living in India during the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries, Minhgj Sirgj Juzjani, Ziya a-Din Barani and a-Din Sirgj 'Afif,
narrated the religious values of Muslim sovereigns through the process of history
writing. Aiding the project of empire building, these historians and intellectuals
drew up an idea of an Islamic heritage that invented and reinterpreted
conceptions of ahistorically rooted Muslim authority. With fresh insights on the
intersections between religion, politics and historiography, this book will be
indispensable for all those interested in Islamic studies, history, religion, palitics,
and South Asia.
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Sultanate By Blain H. Auer

With the execution of the Abbasid caliph in Al-Musta'sim in 1258, Sunni authority and legitimacy in
Baghdad began to disintegrate, and the recently established Delhi Sultanate became a new focus for the
development of Muslim societies amidst aglobal shift in Islamic authority. Here Blain Auer investigates the
ways three historians living in India during the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, Minhgj Sirgj Juzjani,
Ziya a-Din Barani and a-Din Sirg 'Afif, narrated the religious values of Muslim sovereigns through the
process of history writing. Aiding the project of empire building, these historians and intellectuals drew up
an idea of an Islamic heritage that invented and reinterpreted conceptions of a historically rooted Muslim
authority. With fresh insights on the intersections between religion, politics and historiography, this book
will be indispensable for al those interested in Islamic studies, history, religion, politics, and South Asia.
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Editorial Review
Review

‘Blain Auer’s book brings a refreshing new approach to the sources of Sultanate history.’-Daud Ali,
Associate Professor and Chair of South Asia Studies, University of Pennsylvania.

‘An outstanding contribution, skillfully utilizing intellectual frameworks from religious studies, history and
area studies, that explores the array of Islamic values that legitimize constructions of religious and political
authority in Muslim South Asia.’-Ali Asani, Professor of Indo-Muslim and Islamic Religion and Cultures
and Director of the Prince Alwaleed bin Talal Islamic Studies Program, Harvard University.

‘This elegantly written book offers a nuanced and innovative reading of Delhi Sultanate historiography,
moving beyond earlier approaches to the material by analyzing the discursive formations of royal power and
legitimacy. Auer provides a masterful analysis of various narratological devices deployed in the Persian
historical sources of the period that promote the religious and political authority of the Delhi sultans. This
includes arich examination of the patterns of sacred authority found in the lives of the prophets, the
memorialization of Sufi saints, aswell asin architectural, codicological and numismatic displays of power.
Auer sheds light on how the rulers of the Delhi Sultanate ideologically grafted themselvesinto the larger arc
of Idamic salvation history and does an excellent job situating this important period within the scholarly
field of Islamic studies.’-Travis Zadeh, Assistant Professor of Religion, Haverford College, Philadelphia.

About the Author

Blain Auer is Assistant Professor of |dlamic Studies in the department of Comparative Religion at Western
Michigan University. He studies the religious, cultural, and historical dimensions of Islamic societies,
speciaizing in pre-modern South Asia.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Nathaniel Thomas;

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Symbols of Authority in Medieval Idam: History, Religion
and Muslim Legitimacy in the Delhi Sultanate. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
So long as we know about how isimportant the book Symbols of Authority in Medieval Islam: History,
Religion and Muslim Legitimacy in the Delhi Sultanate. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by way of abook. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing
you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It iscalled e-
book. Y ou should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.



Kimberly Langdon:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Symbols of
Authority in Medieval 1lam: History, Religion and Muslim Legitimacy in the Delhi Sultanate suitable to
you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled Symbols of
Authority in Medieval Ilam: History, Religion and Muslim Legitimacy in the Delhi Sultanateis the one of
several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previousto. The author explained their
ideain the ssimple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This
book will give you awide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world within this book.

Joyce Washington:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games al day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that islook different you can read
the book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours aday to
reading areserve. The book Symbols of Authority in Medieval I1slam: History, Religion and Muslim
Legitimacy in the Delhi Sultanate it is very good to read. There are alot of people who recommended this
book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this
book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQOore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The
priceisnot very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Cindy Mattis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also
you know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou need to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update about something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Symbols of Authority in
Medieval Islam: History, Religion and Muslim Legitimacy in the Delhi Sultanate.
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