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Ingenious automatons which appeared to think on their own. Dubious mermaids
and wild men who resisted classification. Elegant sleight-of-hand artists who
routinely exposed the secrets of their trade. These were some of the playful forms
of fraud which astonished, titillated, and even outraged nineteenth-century
America's new middle class, producing some of the most remarkable urban
spectacles of the century.

In The Arts of Deception, James W. Cook explores this distinctly modern mode
of trickery designed to puzzle the eye and challenge the brain. Championed by
the "Prince of Humbug," P. T. Barnum, these cultural puzzles confused the line
between reality and illusion. Upsetting the normally strict boundaries of value,
race, class, and truth, the spectacles offer a revealing look at the tastes, concerns,
and prejudices of America's very first mass audiences. We are brought into the
exhibition halls, theaters, galleries, and museums where imposture flourished,
and into the minds of the curiosity-seekers who eagerly debated the wonders
before their eyes. Cook creates an original portrait of a culture in which
ambiguous objects, images, and acts on display helped define a new value system
for the expanding middle class, as it confronted a complex and confusing world.
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Ingenious automatons which appeared to think on their own. Dubious mermaids and wild men who resisted
classification. Elegant sleight-of-hand artists who routinely exposed the secrets of their trade. These were
some of the playful forms of fraud which astonished, titillated, and even outraged nineteenth-century
America's new middle class, producing some of the most remarkable urban spectacles of the century.

In The Arts of Deception, James W. Cook explores this distinctly modern mode of trickery designed to
puzzle the eye and challenge the brain. Championed by the "Prince of Humbug," P. T. Barnum, these
cultural puzzles confused the line between reality and illusion. Upsetting the normally strict boundaries of
value, race, class, and truth, the spectacles offer a revealing look at the tastes, concerns, and prejudices of
America's very first mass audiences. We are brought into the exhibition halls, theaters, galleries, and
museums where imposture flourished, and into the minds of the curiosity-seekers who eagerly debated the
wonders before their eyes. Cook creates an original portrait of a culture in which ambiguous objects, images,
and acts on display helped define a new value system for the expanding middle class, as it confronted a
complex and confusing world.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Cook has written a fascinating analysis of mass entertainment in 19th-century America, with the all-time
master of marketing ploys as one of the main players. P.T. Barnum, the "Prince of Humbug," is the most
prominent figure in a series of slippery presentations that captured the imagination (and the paid attendance)
of unsuspecting audiences. Beginning with the Joice Heath story in 1835, Barnum used a combination of
exaggeration, trickery, clever rumor-spreading, and manipulation of the press to exhibit Heath as the 161-
year-old former slave of George Washington's father and therefore "the first person who put clothes on the
unconscious infant," George. When after Heath's death it became clear that she was hardly 80 years old,
Barnum even managed to profit from the embarrassment by charging a 50-cent entrance fee to Heath's public
autopsy. This story is a model for the several other melodramatic mass-entertainment hoaxes described in the
book. Despite the seeming lightness of the topic, this is essentially a scholarly book. Cook analyzes the
social milieu and the audiences, as well as the phenomenon of entertainment fraud itself, which he sees as
"one of the most pervasive currents" in 19th-century popular culture. Recommended for public and academic
libraries. Bonnie Collier, Yale Law Lib.
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
The Arts of Deception is a delight. James Cook's study combines fascinating stories and characters, thorough
scholarship, and profound insights into nineteenth-century popular culture. (John F. Kasson author of
Houdini, Tarzan, and the Perfect Man: The White Male Body and the Challenge of Modernity in America)

An eloquent, wide-ranging, and above all honest cultural study of the American hunger for fraud. (Eric Lott,
author of Love and Theft: Blackface Minstrelsy and the American Working Class)

The Arts of Deception is a gracefully written and intriguing book. James Cook's well-told stories reveal a
new and exciting way of looking at the culture of this dynamically expanding society. Anyone interested in
the history of nineteenth-century America will read this book with pleasure and considerable profit. (Shane
White co-author of Stylin': African-American Expressive Culture from Its Beginnings to the Zoot Suit)

James Cook's The Arts of Deception is an exceptionally fine achievement in cultural history, characterized
throughout by artful use of narrative detail and sophisticated, supple interpretation. It is a delight to read and
ponder, full of fascinating stories and fresh insights into American market society--one of the most
illuminating accounts I have ever seen of the confidence games at the core of our culture. (Jackson Lears
author of Fables of Abundance: A Cultural History of Advertising in America)

[Cook] is an imaginative cultural historian who excels at teasing complex significance from apparently
straightforward artifacts, practices, and events...[He] provides fresh insight into the impact of commerce on
consciousness. The Arts of Deception is a subtle and illuminating work of cultural history. (Jackson Lears
New Republic 2001-11-12)

Cook explores the 19th-century Americans' fascination with fraud and deception as entertainment, and
suggests that the popularity of what P. T. Barnum referred to as "humbugs" is intimately related to the birth
of popular and mass culture in the 19th century and to other important features of a 19th-century, middle-
class, market-driven society. Cook considers a wide and eclectic range of specific "curiosities"...This is a



fun, intelligent, sophisticated, imaginative book. (K. Blaser Choice 2002-02-01)

Although readers may very well wonder whether there is anything more to be said about P. T. Barnum and
'humbuggery' in nineteenth-century America, this superb book provides a resounding affirmation. The
research is impressive, the presentation is engaging and flows smoothly...[A] compelling book. (Michael
Kammen American Studies)

James W. Cook's book on 'artful deceptions' in nineteenth-century American popular culture is not merely
fascinating, fluently written, and engaging to read. It sheds light on a number of different subjects and helps
us to appreciate the thoroughly interconnected nature of cultural phenomena in what he calls, quite
appropriately, the 'age of Barnum.' Indeed, it is a stellar example of cultural history, providing the reader
with both a vivid picture of the specific social milieu that encouraged this new mode of exhibition and an
understanding of the more amorphous intellectual climate that influenced exhibitors and audiences alike.
Making shrewd use of the available evidence, Cook has written a book filled with compelling stories and
anecdotal details. Yet what stands out in the end is the rigor and incisiveness of his analysis--the provocative
conclusions he derives from his vignettes and the remarkable way that he is able to make us see their larger
significance...The Arts of Deception is an important work in the new historiography of popular culture.
(Charles L. Ponce de Leon Journal of Social History 2003-06-01)

Review
The Arts of Deception is a delight. James Cook's study combines fascinating stories and characters, thorough
scholarship, and profound insights into nineteenth-century popular culture. (John F. Kasson author of
Houdini, Tarzan, and the Perfect Man: The White Male Body and the Challenge of Modernity in America)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Sims:

This The Arts of Deception: Playing with Fraud in the Age of Barnum book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This particular The Arts of Deception: Playing with Fraud in the Age of Barnum
without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
always be worry The Arts of Deception: Playing with Fraud in the Age of Barnum can bring when you are
and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even cell phone. This The Arts of Deception: Playing with Fraud in the Age of Barnum having very good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Michael Davis:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Arts of Deception: Playing with Fraud
in the Age of Barnum is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and need in this era.



Joseph Griego:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The Arts of
Deception: Playing with Fraud in the Age of Barnum will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Noah Gardner:

You may get this The Arts of Deception: Playing with Fraud in the Age of Barnum by look at the bookstore
or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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