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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Poet and National Public Radio commentator Codrescu ( Belligerence ) was born in Romania, left as a
teenager and returned to observe the shocks and joys of revolution from December 1989 to January 1991.
This report of his homecoming, jubilation and disenchantment makes an excellent companion volume to
Codrescu's early memoir, The Life and Times of an Involuntary Genius . The first book was a lyric portrait
of the artist as a raffish would-be poet in rural Transylvania; the one in hand is an equally sly but more
worldly meditation on politics and personal history. The author opens on a note of sobriety, recounting the
apparent end of despotism. The remainder of the book bears a more individual imprint, as Codrescu revisits
scenes from his past, tries to look up old friends and offers thoughts on "cultural genocide." His outlook is
summed up with the words, "I have never been able to abide either authority or bureaucrats. That is why I'm
a poet." And thus, he finds enough still to rail against in Romania, questioning the veracity of the revolution
itself as a series of "staged media events" possibly brought about by an elite conspiracy.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Codrescu has succeeded at a disconcerting task: writing a delightful book about a harrowing subject. After
leaving Romania in his late teens and pursuing careers in the United States in poetry, academia, and
journalism, Codrescu, with an assignment from National Public Radio, hurried back to revolutionary
Romania at Christmas 1989. In this limpid and lively account that both chronicles the changes that have
taken place and recollects his own past, Codrescu brings a fine attentiveness to the common folk he
encounters: travelers on the train, hotel porters and cabbies, students and policemen. He describes with
skepticism the "game of mirrors" played by the revolutionaries (the apparent new good guys) and the
terrorists (ostensibly the old bad guys). Wit and irony color nicely his observations on political society and,
by extension, human nature. For an immediate and personal experience of the recent Romanian turmoil, this
is a real tour de force. Recommended for public libraries.
- James B. Street, Santa Cruz P.L., Cal.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
A passionate, poetic view of Romania in the days immediately after the fall of the Ceausescus by poet,
essayist, and NPR commentator Codrescu (The Disappearance of the Outside, 1990, etc.), who returned to
his homeland after living in exile for 25 years. Brought to Bucharest on assignment for NPR and ABC,
Codrescu chronicles his journey and the events precipitating it, as well as his first jubilant reactions while
standing in bloodstained, ice- covered University Square on New Year's Day 1990. Sobered by subsequent
experiences on the streets and in the corridors of power, he records encounters with people from all walks of
life living their first winter of freedom in 45 years in a city ravaged by recent fighting and decades of
inadequate food and supplies. A journey to his birthplace in Transylvania summons a surge of memories,
enhanced when he renews contact with high-school friends, and he vows to return for their reunion in the
summer. When he does, in the wake of a renewed struggle against the National Salvation Front with its
Communist leadership, and a dubious national election, he finds that the heady spirit of a few months before
has already vanished, replaced by a reactionary mood and assertions that the revolution had been betrayed
from the start. A final blow occurs at the reunion, as he sees that his school buddies profited immensely
under tyranny, and the aftermath has fostered in them a vigorous nationalism and racism not seen publicly
since the Nazi days. Intensely personal and keenly perceptive: a poignant study of a troubled homecoming,



and a lively resource for anyone who would understand Romania today. -- Copyright ©1991, Kirkus
Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Janette Collins:

This The Hole in the Flag: A Romanian Exile's Story of Return and Revolution book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read
a lot of information you will get. This The Hole in the Flag: A Romanian Exile's Story of Return and
Revolution without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
always be worry The Hole in the Flag: A Romanian Exile's Story of Return and Revolution can bring once
you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This The Hole in the Flag: A Romanian Exile's Story of Return and Revolution
having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Garnet Veach:

Often the book The Hole in the Flag: A Romanian Exile's Story of Return and Revolution will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Hole in the Flag:
A Romanian Exile's Story of Return and Revolution is much recommended to you to study. You can also get
the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Catherine Hudson:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Hole in the Flag: A Romanian Exile's Story of Return and Revolution your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get just before. The The Hole in the Flag: A Romanian Exile's Story of Return and
Revolution giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
facts for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Sarah Porter:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving The Hole in the Flag: A
Romanian Exile's Story of Return and Revolution that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to



know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person.
So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick The Hole in the Flag:
A Romanian Exile's Story of Return and Revolution become your personal starter.
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