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The figure of the governess is very familiar from nineteenth-century literature.
Much less is known about the governess in reality. This book is the first rounded
exploration of what the life of the home schoolroom was actually like. Drawing
on original diaries and a variety of previously undiscovered sources, Kathryn
Hughes describes why the period 1840-80 was the classic age of governesses.
She examines their numbers, recruitment, teaching methods, social position and
prospects.

The governess provides a key to the central Victorian concept of the lady. Her
education consisted of a series of accomplishments designed to attract a husband
able to keep her in the style to which she had become accustomed from birth.
Becoming a governess was the only acceptable way of earning money open to a
lady whose family could not support her in leisure.

Being paid to educate another woman's children set in play a series of social and
emotional tensions. The governess was a surrogate mother, who was herself
childless, a young woman whose marriage prospects were restricted, and a family
member who was sometimes mistaken for a servant.
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The figure of the governess is very familiar from nineteenth-century literature. Much less is known about the
governess in reality. This book is the first rounded exploration of what the life of the home schoolroom was
actually like. Drawing on original diaries and a variety of previously undiscovered sources, Kathryn Hughes
describes why the period 1840-80 was the classic age of governesses. She examines their numbers,
recruitment, teaching methods, social position and prospects.

The governess provides a key to the central Victorian concept of the lady. Her education consisted of a series
of accomplishments designed to attract a husband able to keep her in the style to which she had become
accustomed from birth. Becoming a governess was the only acceptable way of earning money open to a lady
whose family could not support her in leisure.

Being paid to educate another woman's children set in play a series of social and emotional tensions. The
governess was a surrogate mother, who was herself childless, a young woman whose marriage prospects
were restricted, and a family member who was sometimes mistaken for a servant.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A fascinating and very readable study." --Choice

"A wonderful contribution to the burgeoning scholarship on gender and class in Victorian England." --Albion

About the Author
Kathryn Hughes is the author of George Eliot, the winner of the James Tait Prize 2000.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Douglas Gibson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for all of us. The book The Victorian Governess had been making you to know about
other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
publication The Victorian Governess is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
with the book The Victorian Governess. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Ruth McMillian:

Here thing why this specific The Victorian Governess are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. The Victorian Governess giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Victorian Governess. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form
of The Victorian Governess in e-book can be your alternate.

Rex Pelkey:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Victorian Governess is kind of e-book
which is giving the reader erratic experience.



Rosalind Bowlin:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Victorian Governess, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
called reading friends.
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