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Sincethe field of International Relations was established almost a century ago,
many different theoretical approaches have been developed, each offering
distinctive accounts of the world, why it has come to be the way it is, and how it
might be made a better place.

In thisilluminating textbook, leading IR scholar, Stephanie Lawson, examines
each of these theoriesin turn, from political realism in its various forms to
liberalism, Marxism, critical theory and more recent contributions from social
theory, feminism, postcolonialism and green theory. Taking as her focus the
major practical issues facing scholars of international relations today, Lawson
ably shows how each theory relates to situations ?on the ground?. Each chapter
features case studies, questions for discussion to encourage reflection and
classroom debate, guides to further reading and web resources.

The study of IR is a profoundly normative enterprise, and each theoretical school
has its strengths and weaknesses. Theories of International Relations encourages
acritical, reflective approach to the study of IR theory, while emphasising the
many important and interesting things it has to teach us about the complexities
and challenges of international politics today.
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Sincethe field of International Relations was established almost a century ago, many different theoretical
approaches have been developed, each offering distinctive accounts of the world, why it has come to be the
way itis, and how it might be made a better place.

In this illuminating textbook, leading IR scholar, Stephanie Lawson, examines each of these theoriesin turn,
from political realism in its various formsto liberalism, Marxism, critical theory and more recent
contributions from social theory, feminism, postcolonialism and green theory. Taking as her focus the major
practical issues facing scholars of international relations today, Lawson ably shows how each theory relates
to situations ?on the ground?. Each chapter features case studies, questions for discussion to encourage
reflection and classroom debate, guides to further reading and web resources.

The study of IR isaprofoundly normative enterprise, and each theoretical school hasits strengths and
weaknesses. Theories of International Relations encourages a critical, reflective approach to the study of IR
theory, while emphasising the many important and interesting things it has to teach us about the complexities
and challenges of international politics today.
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Editorial Review
Review

Combining a no-nonsense approach to explaining and assessing the most important features of International
Relations theory with a keen sense of the discipline?s evolving and contending approaches, this book has the
rare quality of speaking well to newcomersto the field, who will appreciate its clarity and
comprehensiveness, and older hands, who will appreciate the fresh insights and sharp analysis of the field?s
major theoretical perspectives and debates. As such, it deserves to be widely read by anyone interested in
how we understand the complex world of International Relations.

Alex J. Bellamy, The University of Queensland

Stephanie Lawson has made the twists and turns of IR theory readily accessible to student and teacher alike.
Decidedly, thiswill be the 'go-to’ book for the next decade.
Peter Vale, University of Johannesburg

About the Author
Stephanie Lawson is Professor of International Relations at Macquarie University

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Tina Brookins:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important normally. The book Theories of International Relations: Contending Approaches
to World Politics was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Theories of International Relations: Contending
Approaches to World Paliticsis not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your
friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship together with the book Theories of International Relations: Contending Approaches to
World Politics. You never redlly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Mary James.

The e-book untitled Theories of International Relations: Contending Approaches to World Politicsis the e-
book that recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The article writer was did alot of study when write the book, hence the information that they shareto you is
absolutely accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of Theories of International Relations. Contending
Approaches to World Politics from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.



William Fields:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Theories of International Relations:
Contending Approaches to World Politics which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.

Debra Capone:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. Thisreserve Theories of International Relations: Contending Approaches to World
Politicswasfilled in relation to science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike right now, many
ways to get book which you wanted.
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