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This volume explores the nature of civil war in the modern world and in
historical perspective.

Civil wars represent the principal form of armed conflict since the end of the
Second World War, and certainly in the contemporary era. The nature and impact
of civil wars suggests that these conflicts reflect and are also a driving force for
major societal change. In this sense, Understanding Civil Wars: Continuity and
change in intrastate conflict argues that the nature of civil war is not
fundamentally changing in nature.

The book includes a thorough consideration of patterns and types of intrastate
conflict and debates relating to the causes, impact, and ‘changing nature’ of war.
A key focus is on the political and social driving forces of such conflict and its
societal meanings, significance and consequences. The author also explores
methodological and epistemological challenges related to studying and
understanding intrastate war. A range of questions and debates are addressed.
What is the current knowledge regarding the causes and nature of armed
intrastate conflict? Is it possible to produce general, cross-national theories on
civil war which have broad explanatory relevance? Is the concept of ‘civil wars’
empirically meaningful in an era of globalization and transnational war? Has
intrastate conflict fundamentally changed in nature? Are there historical patterns
in different types of intrastate conflict? What are the most interesting
methodological trends and debates in the study of armed intrastate conflict? How
are narratives about the causes and nature of civil wars constructed around ideas
such as ethnic conflict, separatist conflict and resource conflict?

This book will be of much interest to students of civil wars, intrastate conflict,
security studies and international relations in general.
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This volume explores the nature of civil war in the modern world and in historical perspective.

Civil wars represent the principal form of armed conflict since the end of the Second World War, and
certainly in the contemporary era. The nature and impact of civil wars suggests that these conflicts reflect
and are also a driving force for major societal change. In this sense, Understanding Civil Wars: Continuity
and change in intrastate conflict argues that the nature of civil war is not fundamentally changing in nature.

The book includes a thorough consideration of patterns and types of intrastate conflict and debates relating to
the causes, impact, and ‘changing nature’ of war. A key focus is on the political and social driving forces of
such conflict and its societal meanings, significance and consequences. The author also explores
methodological and epistemological challenges related to studying and understanding intrastate war. A range
of questions and debates are addressed. What is the current knowledge regarding the causes and nature of
armed intrastate conflict? Is it possible to produce general, cross-national theories on civil war which have
broad explanatory relevance? Is the concept of ‘civil wars’ empirically meaningful in an era of globalization
and transnational war? Has intrastate conflict fundamentally changed in nature? Are there historical patterns
in different types of intrastate conflict? What are the most interesting methodological trends and debates in
the study of armed intrastate conflict? How are narratives about the causes and nature of civil wars
constructed around ideas such as ethnic conflict, separatist conflict and resource conflict?

This book will be of much interest to students of civil wars, intrastate conflict, security studies
and international relations in general.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Edward Newman has provided civil war scholars and educators with a unique and important book.
In addition to analyzing the societal and political determinants of civil war, the volume provides
unique insights into its consequences, management, and epistemological debates. The case studies
provide a broad geographic, type, and temporal range, including the often-ignored 19th-century
conflicts and wars with statebuilding implications. I highly recommend this timely contribution to an
extremely important subject matter.'-- Karl DeRouen, Jr, University of Alabama, USA

'In an incisive and provocative new study, Edward Newman makes a compelling case for considering
state-building as one of the key political drivers of civil war. Wide-ranging, knowledgeable and
erudite, Understanding Civil Wars is an excellent addition to current scholarship on one of the world's
most pressing issues. Written by a leading scholar in the field, this book is essential reading for the
expert and lay reader alike.' -- Richard Jackson, University of Otago, New Zealand

'Edward Newman always produces imaginative and informed contributions to debates on
contemporary security. This book is no exception, providing an insightful and timely exploration of
key debates related to civil war in the modern world.' --  Caroline Kennedy, University of Hull, UK

'This book addresses the seemingly pervasive problem of civil war in a novel way. It argues that this
phenomenon – which today draws unprecedented attention by scholars and practitioners – is not as
recent or different as many would think. Furthermore, it has many of the same roots through history.
This is documented in a fresh, empirical and critical analysis of a number of well-known civil wars.
Thus, the work of Newman provides challenging insights, particularly on factors relating to the state,
local power politics and the strategies of liberal peacebuilding.'--Peter Wallensteen, Uppsala University
and the University of Notre Dame

'In this thought-provoking volume, Newman evaluates major strains in the often contradictory
scholarship on civil wars.' -- Journal of Peace Research

'The book presents a useful examination of the modern state and the challenges posed, particularly in
light of liberal state-building efforts so prevalent in the post-Cold War era... Summing Up: Highly
recommended. Graduate, research, and professional collections' --M. Olson Lounsbery, East Carolina
University, CHOICE

About the Author

Edward Newman is Professor of International Security at the University of Leeds, UK. He is editor of the
journal Civil Wars, and the author of many books and articles on armed conflict, security and international
intervention.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katherine Belcher:

The book Understanding Civil Wars: Continuity and change in intrastate conflict (Routledge Studies in Civil
Wars and Intra-State Conflict) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Understanding Civil Wars: Continuity and
change in intrastate conflict (Routledge Studies in Civil Wars and Intra-State Conflict) to become your habit,
you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some
or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a book Understanding Civil Wars:
Continuity and change in intrastate conflict (Routledge Studies in Civil Wars and Intra-State Conflict). Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

Stan Smith:

The e-book untitled Understanding Civil Wars: Continuity and change in intrastate conflict (Routledge
Studies in Civil Wars and Intra-State Conflict) is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can
see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use
to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write
the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get
the e-book of Understanding Civil Wars: Continuity and change in intrastate conflict (Routledge Studies in
Civil Wars and Intra-State Conflict) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Kara Hogan:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Understanding Civil Wars: Continuity and change in
intrastate conflict (Routledge Studies in Civil Wars and Intra-State Conflict) as well as others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include
their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Understanding Civil Wars:
Continuity and change in intrastate conflict (Routledge Studies in Civil Wars and Intra-State Conflict) to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Isaac Lewis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,



except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Understanding Civil Wars:
Continuity and change in intrastate conflict (Routledge Studies in Civil Wars and Intra-State Conflict).
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