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With the ever growing contact between Japan and the rest of the world comes an
increasingly important need to understand a society that is fascinating but still
often confusing to the outsider. In this brand new fourth edition of
Understanding Japanese Society Joy Hendry brings the reader up to date both
with recent changes as Japan hit the world headlines under the triple 2011
disasters, and with underlying continuities in ways of thinking that have matured
over a long history of dealing with foreign influences and an unpredictable
environment.

This welcome new edition of Hendry’s bestselling introductory textbook
provides a clear, accessible and readable introduction to Japanese society which
does not require any previous knowledge of the country. Fully updated, revised
and expanded, the fourth edition contains new material on:

the effects of the earthquake, tsunami and nuclear disasters of 2011●

a renewed interest in politics and popular participation ●

increased frequency of local spiritual support as unemployment continues to●

grow, and marriage gets later and later 
the effects of a dramatic drop in the birth rate on Japan’s education system●

the continuing global success of Japanese animation, manga and computer●

games despite a turn away from international travel
the cool new Ainu, the attraction of healing Okinawa, and changes among other●

Japanese minorities
a new role for Japanese fathers in child-rearing●

This book will be invaluable to all students studying Japan. It will also enlighten
those travellers and business people wishing to gain an understanding of the
Japanese people.
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With the ever growing contact between Japan and the rest of the world comes an increasingly important need
to understand a society that is fascinating but still often confusing to the outsider. In this brand new fourth
edition of Understanding Japanese Society Joy Hendry brings the reader up to date both with recent changes
as Japan hit the world headlines under the triple 2011 disasters, and with underlying continuities in ways of
thinking that have matured over a long history of dealing with foreign influences and an unpredictable
environment.

This welcome new edition of Hendry’s bestselling introductory textbook provides a clear, accessible and
readable introduction to Japanese society which does not require any previous knowledge of the country.
Fully updated, revised and expanded, the fourth edition contains new material on:

the effects of the earthquake, tsunami and nuclear disasters of 2011●

a renewed interest in politics and popular participation ●

increased frequency of local spiritual support as unemployment continues to grow, and marriage gets later●

and later 
the effects of a dramatic drop in the birth rate on Japan’s education system●

the continuing global success of Japanese animation, manga and computer games despite a turn away from●

international travel
the cool new Ainu, the attraction of healing Okinawa, and changes among other Japanese minorities●

a new role for Japanese fathers in child-rearing●

This book will be invaluable to all students studying Japan. It will also enlighten those travellers and
business people wishing to gain an understanding of the Japanese people.
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Editorial Review

Review

A comprehensive and coherent approach to understanding Japanese society ... It is a well-crafted
introductory book on Japanese society with a strong emphasis on understanding through intimate
observation ... this book should be prominent on many reading lists in its own right.' - Sociology

`As our contact with Japan increases, books like this one and the course that inspired it, serve a
valuable role in opening up the barriers to understanding.' - - Times Higher Education Supplement

"The author's competence and breadth of knowledge are impressive, and I would have been hard-
pressed to find a more suitable guide to introduce me to life in Japan. The bibliography leaves nothing
to be desired, and very much fits the metaphor of a branching tree, inviting the reader to explore any
branch which he or she finds attractive.
The author also convincingly states her case about some ingrained principles of Japanese society
which can be glimpsed in all walks of life in Japan.

The new edition is thoroughly revised, with references to works and studies as recent as 2002, and
seems very up to date.

...To sum-up, I would recommend this book as a starting point for any particular subject you find
interesting or intriguing about Japanese life, and as a quick yet thorough review of life in Japan." --
learnasecondlanguageguide.com

"Overall, I found this book an engaging journey through the complexities of Japanese society. The
book challenges the reader to reflect on differences and similarities between Eastern and Western
concepts, views, and patterns of behavior. As a textbook for a student with some familiarity with
Japanese culture but not much in-depth knowledge, this book is indispensable, as it offers a glimpse
into a wide variety of topics which can be studied in more depth, especially if supplemented by the
additional readings or films listed under the references." - Ilana Maymind, PhD, Ohio State University,
Journal of International and Global Studies 

About the Author
Joy Hendry is Professor Emerita at Oxford Brookes University, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Erik Herrera:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Understanding
Japanese Society (Nissan Institute/Routledge Japanese Studies)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.



You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Christopher Hunnicutt:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Understanding Japanese Society (Nissan Institute/Routledge Japanese Studies), you may tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
e-book.

Violet Jarrell:

Exactly why? Because this Understanding Japanese Society (Nissan Institute/Routledge Japanese Studies) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have
been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Francisco Garcia:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be learn. Understanding Japanese Society (Nissan Institute/Routledge Japanese Studies)
can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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