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This collection of essays places issues central to literary study, particularly the
question of the canon, in the context of institutional practices in American
colleges and universities. Lauter addresses such crucial concerns as what students
should read and study, how standards of "quality" are defined and changed, the
limits of theoretical discourse, and the ways race, gender, and class shape not
only teaching, curricula, and research priorities, but collegiate personnel actions
as well. The book examines critically the variety of recent proposals for
"reforming" higher education, and it calls into question many practices, like
employing large numbers of part-timers, now popular with college managers.
Offering concrete examples of a "comparative" method for teaching literary texts,
and specific instances about "integrating" curricula, Canons and Contexts
proposes realistic ideas for creating varied, spirited, and democratic classrooms
and colleges.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Excellent...An important, provocative book that...adds much to the heated discussion of the
canon."--American Literature

"The essays in this volume challenge the traditional canon from a feminist and multicultural perspective;
they also discuss the politics of higher education...as the context in which the canon debate is being played
out. In addition... the book is a brilliant work of critical theory, one that eschews theoretical jargon in order
to interrogate the discourses of texts and of criticism."--The Women's Review of Books

"The debate between theory and action is as old as the idea of reform....I do not question the real value of the
work Lauter has done in the profession and in his writings, collected here, over the past twenty years. Lauter
himself proposes a 'functional' approach to the study of literature, and, from one perspective, his work can
most usefully be understood through its function in the profession and through its role in creating change."--
Peter Carafiol, Association of Departments of English Journal

"Lauter has consistently been among the first to focus attention on the political issues that concern literature
professors now. Over and over again his book reminds us, powerfully and with a wealth of knowledge and
insight, that 'what is involved in literary history is survival.'"--Jane Tompkins, Duke University

"If you want to see what it means to bring remarkable interpretive sophistication and exemplary moral
conscience to the historically grounded study of American literature, read these essays. In fact, read them
more than once."--Michael Cowan, University of California, Santa Cruz

From the Back Cover
This collection of essays places issues central to literary study, particularly the question of the canon, in the
context of institutional practices in American colleges and universities.

About the Author
Paul Lauter is at Trinity College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Katrina White:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Canons and Contexts
suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Canons
and Contextsis the main of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you
ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Rosemary Till:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Canons and Contexts is simple to bring
you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book
in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Carroll Boggess:

This Canons and Contexts is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Canons and Contexts can
be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone.
These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form.
People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with
knowledge.

Deanne Mohammed:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Canons and Contexts to make your reading
is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is
to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Canons and
Contexts can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of their time.
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