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Are humans unwitting partners in evolution with psychedelic plants? Darwin’s
Pharmacy shows they are by weaving the evolutionary theory of sexual selection
and the study of rhetoric together with the science and literature of psychedelic
drugs. Long suppressed as components of the human tool kit, psychedelic plants
can be usefully modeled as “eloquence adjuncts” that intensify a crucial
component of sexual selection in humans: discourse.

Psychedelic plants seduce us to interact with them, building an ongoing
interdependence: rhetoric as evolutionary mechanism. In doing so, they engage
our awareness of the noosphere, or thinking stratum of the earth. The realization
that the human organism is part of an interconnected ecosystem is an
apprehension of immanence that could ultimately benefit the planet and its
inhabitants.

To explore the rhetoric of the psychedelic experience and its significance to
evolution, Doyle takes his readers on an epic journey through the writings of
William Burroughs and Kary Mullis, the work of ethnobotanists and
anthropologists, and anonymous trip reports. The results offer surprising insights
into evolutionary theory, the war on drugs, the internet, and the nature of human
consciousness itself.

Check out the book trailer:
http://www.youtube.com/user/UWashingtonPress#p/u/0/xof-t2cAob4
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Are humans unwitting partners in evolution with psychedelic plants? Darwin’s Pharmacy shows they are by
weaving the evolutionary theory of sexual selection and the study of rhetoric together with the science and
literature of psychedelic drugs. Long suppressed as components of the human tool kit, psychedelic plants can
be usefully modeled as “eloquence adjuncts” that intensify a crucial component of sexual selection in
humans: discourse.

Psychedelic plants seduce us to interact with them, building an ongoing interdependence: rhetoric as
evolutionary mechanism. In doing so, they engage our awareness of the noosphere, or thinking stratum of the
earth. The realization that the human organism is part of an interconnected ecosystem is an apprehension of
immanence that could ultimately benefit the planet and its inhabitants.

To explore the rhetoric of the psychedelic experience and its significance to evolution, Doyle takes his
readers on an epic journey through the writings of William Burroughs and Kary Mullis, the work of
ethnobotanists and anthropologists, and anonymous trip reports. The results offer surprising insights into
evolutionary theory, the war on drugs, the internet, and the nature of human consciousness itself.

Check out the book trailer: http://www.youtube.com/user/UWashingtonPress#p/u/0/xof-t2cAob4
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Editorial Review

Review
". . . offer[s] unique insights into the pleasures and desires that animate our relationships . . . The diverse
source material Doyle uses serves as a model for the kind of commons he celebrates. He offers wonderfully
attentive readings of trip reports from famous users . . ."?Jenna Supp-Montgomerie, Women's Studies
Quarterly

Review
"A brilliant, ambitious, original piece of pedagogy. I can't imagine anybody but Doyle who could control and
mobilize in the name of a single vision the range and dizzying variety of the material on offer."?Brian
Rotman, Ohio State University

"This is a book for all readers who have ever wondered whether dreams are another form of wakened
consciousness. Doyle expands wonder from dreams to ecodelic states and the possibilities of communication
about these states via language."?Stanley Shostak, University of Pittsburgh

About the Author
Richard M. Doyle is professor of English and science, technology, and society at Pennsylvania State
University. He is the author of On Beyond Living and Wetwares

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Albert Jones:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Darwin's
Pharmacy: Sex, Plants, and the Evolution of the Noosphere (In Vivo)? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Maryann Carson:

Here thing why this kind of Darwin's Pharmacy: Sex, Plants, and the Evolution of the Noosphere (In Vivo)
are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Darwin's Pharmacy: Sex, Plants, and the
Evolution of the Noosphere (In Vivo) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Darwin's Pharmacy: Sex, Plants, and the Evolution of
the Noosphere (In Vivo). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing
that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Darwin's Pharmacy: Sex, Plants, and the



Evolution of the Noosphere (In Vivo) in e-book can be your choice.

Julie Nealy:

The e-book with title Darwin's Pharmacy: Sex, Plants, and the Evolution of the Noosphere (In Vivo) includes
a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist
new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Karl Wolfe:

Darwin's Pharmacy: Sex, Plants, and the Evolution of the Noosphere (In Vivo) can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement
in writing Darwin's Pharmacy: Sex, Plants, and the Evolution of the Noosphere (In Vivo) but doesn't forget
the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.
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