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As an author, Henry Miller (1891–1980) was infamous for his explicit
descriptions of sex, and many of his novels, from The Tropic of Cancer to Black
Spring, were banned in the United States on grounds of obscenity. But his
books—frequently smuggled into his native country—became a major influence
on the Beat Generation of American writers and would eventually lead to a
groundbreaking series of obscenity trials that would change American laws on
pornography in literary works. In this new critical biography, David Stephen
Calonne goes beyond Miller’s notoriety to take an innovative look at the way in
which the author’s writings and lifestyle were influenced by his spiritual quests.
           
Charting Miller’s cultivation of his esoteric ideas from boyhood and adolescence
to later in his career, Calonne examines how Miller remained deeply engaged
with a variety of philosophies, from astrology and Gnosticism to Eastern
thinkers. Calonne describes not only the effects this had on Miller’s work, but
also to his complex and volatile life—his marriages and love affairs with Beatrice
Wickens, June Mansfield, and Anaïs Nin; his years in Paris; and the journey to
Greece that resulted in the travelogue The Colossus of Maroussi, the book Miller
considered to be his greatest work. After discussing Miller’s final residences in
Big Sur and the Pacific Palisades in California, Calonne considers the author’s
involvement in the arts, love of painting and music, and friendships with a
number of classical musicians. Miller, Calonne reveals, was a quirky, charismatic
man of genius who continues to influence popular culture today.
           
Highlighting many areas of the author’s life that have previously been neglected,
Henry Miller takes a fascinating revisionary approach to the work of one of
American’s most controversial and iconic writers.
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As an author, Henry Miller (1891–1980) was infamous for his explicit descriptions of sex, and many of his
novels, from The Tropic of Cancer to Black Spring, were banned in the United States on grounds of
obscenity. But his books—frequently smuggled into his native country—became a major influence on the
Beat Generation of American writers and would eventually lead to a groundbreaking series of obscenity
trials that would change American laws on pornography in literary works. In this new critical biography,
David Stephen Calonne goes beyond Miller’s notoriety to take an innovative look at the way in which the
author’s writings and lifestyle were influenced by his spiritual quests.
           
Charting Miller’s cultivation of his esoteric ideas from boyhood and adolescence to later in his career,
Calonne examines how Miller remained deeply engaged with a variety of philosophies, from astrology and
Gnosticism to Eastern thinkers. Calonne describes not only the effects this had on Miller’s work, but also to
his complex and volatile life—his marriages and love affairs with Beatrice Wickens, June Mansfield, and
Anaïs Nin; his years in Paris; and the journey to Greece that resulted in the travelogue The Colossus of
Maroussi, the book Miller considered to be his greatest work. After discussing Miller’s final residences in
Big Sur and the Pacific Palisades in California, Calonne considers the author’s involvement in the arts, love
of painting and music, and friendships with a number of classical musicians. Miller, Calonne reveals, was a
quirky, charismatic man of genius who continues to influence popular culture today.
           
Highlighting many areas of the author’s life that have previously been neglected, Henry Miller takes a
fascinating revisionary approach to the work of one of American’s most controversial and iconic writers.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

David Stephen Calonne is the author of many books on Charles Bukowski and the Beats, including Charles
Bukowski, also published by Reaktion Books. He lives in Michigan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dean Green:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Henry Miller (Critical Lives).

Lorraine Wheat:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Henry Miller (Critical Lives) book is readable by means of you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Henry Miller
(Critical Lives) content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Henry Miller
(Critical Lives) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Adam Tonn:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Henry Miller (Critical Lives) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The Henry
Miller (Critical Lives) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?



Helen McClain:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Different categories
of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Henry Miller (Critical
Lives).
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