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Under the pen name Lewis Carroll, Charles Lutwidge Dodgson became a legend
for his children's books, which broke the constraints of Victorian moralism.
Thirty years in the writing and drawn from a voluminous fund of letters and
diaries, this exemplary biography conveys both the imaginative fancy and human
complexity of the creator of Alice in Wonderland. Photos.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Biography of the multitalented author and mathematician.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In his time, Charles Lutwidge Dodgson was known to the world as an outstanding pioneer photographer of
children, particularly of female children, as well as for being the author Lewis Carroll. One of Dodgson's
"child-friends," Alice Lidell, served as the inspiraton for his literary Alice. These child-friend associations
subjected Dodgson to public scrutiny, gossip, and suspicion concerning his emotional and sexual proclivities,
suppressed though they may have been. Dodgson chose to "let them talk." Biographer Cohen (Lewis Carroll:
Interviews and Recollections, Univ. of Iowa Pr., 1988) uses previously unavailable family and personal
documents, diaries, and letters to show that the shy bachelor Dodgson, Oxford mathematics don and lecturer,
held himself to the strictest of moral codes. While Lewis Carroll has been probed and analyzed by countless
writers (see, for instance, John Pudney's Lewis Carroll and His World, 1976), this book is about the intimate
and complex life of the man behind all those who lived on the other side of the looking glass. Recommended
for all literature collections.?Robert L. Kelly, Fort Wayne Community Schs., Ind.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Cohen has studied the great Victorian children's author Lewis Carroll for more than 30 years and is the
logical person to write a penetrating biography of him. Bedecked with period photographs, including many
of Carroll's own, and with letters and drawings by him, too, that is what this big book is. Cohen does not,
however, proceed strictly chronologically through the life of Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, the Oxford
mathematics instructor who adopted the pen name by which he became world famous when he published
Alice's Adventures in Wonderland (1865). He begins straightforwardly tracing Dodgson's early years up
through his most productive decade, the 1860s, but then retraces his steps in order to examine Dodgson's
achievements and personality. He offers separate chapters on Dodgson's attitude toward children, the Alice
books, Dodgson's lifelong pursuit of friendships with little girls, and the deep spiritual crisis that coincided
with his 1860s productivity; then, after another eventful chapter about Dodgson's professional triumphs,
chapters on his social personality, the shadow his father (an influential Anglican minister) cast upon his life,
and his religious faith. The last chapters return to chronological presentation but do not stint analysis of
Dodgson's later writings; indeed, throughout Cohen strives to account for how this quietly troubled, deeply
religious, profoundly creative man produced not just his masterpieces for children but his excellent collodion
process photographs, his innovative mathematical texts, and even his massive and frequently ingenious
correspondence. Every lover of Carroll and of Victoriana should consider this a must-read book. Ray Olson

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Hill:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Lewis Carroll: A Biography. You can choose the best
book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book Lewis Carroll:
A Biography. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Linda Fite:

Typically the book Lewis Carroll: A Biography will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Lewis Carroll: A Biography is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Lisa Potter:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Lewis Carroll: A Biography can make you sense more interested to read.

Georgia Yorke:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Lewis Carroll: A
Biography.
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