Seguridad: Crime, Police Power, and
Democracy in Argentina

By Guillermina Seri

Read Online ©

Seguridad: Crime, Police Power, and Democracy in Argentina By
Guillermina Seri

Seguridad

This study of police governance draws on over ninety interviews conducted with
Argentine police officers. In Argentina, arising fear of crime has led to the
politics of Seguridad, a concept that amal gamates personal safety with state
security. As anew governing rationale, Seguridad is strengthening forms of
police intervention that weaken the democracy. Asthey target crime, the police
have the power to deny rights, deciding whether an individual isacitizen or a
criminal suspect - the latter often being attributed to members of vulnerable
groups.

This study brings together key issues of governance that involve the police,
democracy, and the quality of citizenship. It sheds light on how the police act as
gatekeepers of citizenship and administrators of rights and law. Here, the rhetoric
of Seguridad is seen as an ideologica framework that masks inequality and
unites "good" citizens.

Seguridad shows how poalice practices should be part of our understanding of
regimes and will appeal to anyone concerned with security forces, aswell as
researchers in democratic theory and Latin American palitics.
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This study of police governance draws on over ninety interviews conducted with Argentine police officers.
In Argentina, arising fear of crime has led to the politics of Seguridad, a concept that amalgamates personal
safety with state security. As anew governing rationale, Seguridad is strengthening forms of police
intervention that weaken the democracy. Asthey target crime, the police have the power to deny rights,
deciding whether an individual is acitizen or acriminal suspect - the latter often being attributed to members
of vulnerable groups.

This study brings together key issues of governance that involve the police, democracy, and the quality of
citizenship. It sheds light on how the police act as gatekeepers of citizenship and administrators of rights and
law. Here, the rhetoric of Seguridad is seen as an ideological framework that masks inequality and unites
"good" citizens.

Seguridad shows how police practices should be part of our understanding of regimes and will appeal to
anyone concerned with security forces, as well as researchers in democratic theory and Latin American
politics.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thisisarich and evocative book that makes a significant contribution to police studies, regime theory, and,
more broadly, political theory. The work degpens our understanding of policing as aform of governance, as
the manifestation of the state at the ground level; police possess kingly prerogatives, the author argues,
including the power of life and death. Seri shows how police act as gatekeepers of citizenship and
administrators of rights and law--if they determine one is worthy--and how the rhetoric of seguridad isin
essence an ideological framework that masks inequality and unites "decent" citizens. The author challenges
mai nstream perspectives of "democratic policing," questioning the assumption that police in democracies
naturally act in lawful ways, and suggests a deep incompatibility between policing and democratic
functioning. -- J. Patrice McSherry, Professor of Palitical Science, Long Island University "Building from a
series of interviews with police agents, Seri's book expands into an analysis of contemporary politicsin
Argentinaand, from there, afully-fledged critique of seguridad. Insightful and incisive, powerful and
provocative, this book isamajor contribution to our understanding of police power, the logic of sovereignty
and the violence performed in the name of security." -Mark NeocleousProfessor of the Critique of Political
Economy Brunel University, UK "Demonstrating how crime fears--often forged through arelationship
between the media and politics--Guillermina Seri's carefully researched, Seguirdad: Crime, Police Power,
and Democracy in Argentina, demonstrates brilliantly how police, as "the state's capillary arms," assist in
making an unequal and fragmented society appear to be 'democratically’ governed.” Martha K. Huggins,
author of Political Policing (Duke) and Violence Workers (U, of California)

About the Author

Guillermina Seri is Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science at Union College, NY, USA.
She has contributed chapters to several books, including Sate Violence and Genocide in Latin America
(2009). Sheisthe co-editor with Eduardo Estévez of the upcoming collected work, Sudying the Palice from
Contemporary Latin America.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Todd McCrea:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as godl; it means
that reserve has different type. Some people truly fedl enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They are reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this Seguridad: Crime, Police Power, and Demaocracy in
Argentina.



James Drennan:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book Seguridad: Crime, Police Power, and Democracy in
Argentina had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Seguridad: Crime, Police Power, and
Democracy in Argentinais not only giving you alot more new information but also to become your friend
when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
together with the book Seguridad: Crime, Police Power, and Democracy in Argentina. Y ou never sense lose
out for everything if you read some books.

Baobby Gonsalves:

The event that you get from Seguridad: Crime, Police Power, and Democracy in Argentina could be the more
deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Seguridad: Crime, Police Power, and Democracy in Argentina
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific Seguridad: Crime,
Police Power, and Democracy in Argentinainstantly.

Michael Hansen:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Seguridad: Crime, Police Power, and
Democracy in Argentina, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to missit? What
kind of hang typeisit? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called
reading friends.
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