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In Sometimes the Magic Works, New York Times bestselling author Terry Brooks
shares his secrets for creating unusual, memorable fiction. Spanning topics from
the importance of daydreaming to the necessity of writing an outline, from the
fine art of showing instead of merely telling to creating believable characters who
make readers care what happens to them, Brooks draws upon his own
experiences, hard lessons learned, and delightful discoveries made in creating the
beloved Shannara and Magic Kingdom of Landover series, The Word and The
Void trilogy, and the bestselling Star Wars novel The Phantom Menace.

In addition to being a writing guide, Sometimes the Magic Works is Terry
Brooks’s self-portrait of the artist. “If you don’t think there is magic in writing,
you probably won’t write anything magical,” says Brooks. This book offers a
rare opportunity to peer into the mind of (and learn a trick or two from) one of
fantasy fiction’s preeminent magicians.
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In Sometimes the Magic Works, New York Times bestselling author Terry Brooks shares his secrets for
creating unusual, memorable fiction. Spanning topics from the importance of daydreaming to the necessity
of writing an outline, from the fine art of showing instead of merely telling to creating believable characters
who make readers care what happens to them, Brooks draws upon his own experiences, hard lessons learned,
and delightful discoveries made in creating the beloved Shannara and Magic Kingdom of Landover series,
The Word and The Void trilogy, and the bestselling Star Wars novel The Phantom Menace.

In addition to being a writing guide, Sometimes the Magic Works is Terry Brooks’s self-portrait of the artist.
“If you don’t think there is magic in writing, you probably won’t write anything magical,” says Brooks. This
book offers a rare opportunity to peer into the mind of (and learn a trick or two from) one of fantasy fiction’s
preeminent magicians.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
In Sometimes the Magic Works, author Terry Brooks mixes advice on writing with stories from his personal
experience in publishing. A seasoned fantasy writer with 19 books under his belt, including the New York
Times bestseller The Sword of Shannara, Brooks began his second career in middle age when he gave up his
law practice to pursue writing full time. His move was fueled by an obsession with writing, ("If I don't write,
I become restless and ill-tempered"), inspiration from J.R.R. Tolkien, and constant encouragement from
publisher Lester del Rey. Some of Brooks's advice is specific and useful, such as the chapter he dedicates to
the importance of outlining. However, the lessons he tries to tell through his own adventures tend to be self-
serving. Still, Brooks's experiences could be particularly interesting and valuable to fans of his fantasy
novels--and aspiring authors of their own. --Lacey Fain

From Publishers Weekly
"If you don't think there is magic in writing, you probably won't write anything magical," Brooks asserts in
this succinct and warmhearted autobiographical meditation on the writing life. He views his success as a
miracle and credits editor Lester del Rey ("What he had given me was the kind of education young writers
can only dream about") for his discovery and Tolkien for the inspiration that drove him to choose fantasy
adventure as his medium. Brooks, who practiced law before becoming a full-time author, stills finds himself
amazed that his The Sword of Shannara "sold in record numbers and changed the face of publishing,"
becoming the first fiction title to land on the New York Times trade paperback bestseller list. He still marvels
that del Rey chose his first novel to prove that post-Tolkien epic fantasy could sell in vast numbers and that it
launched a new generation of fantasy authors. Brooks often refers to his old mentor's sage advice ("Thinking
about a book before you wrote it was as important as the writing itself") and promotes outlines ("You can
either do the hard work up front or do it at the end"). He also discusses the disappointments encountered in a
30-plus-year career that has seen struggles with a novelization (Hook) and less than stellar sales for some
works not connected to the Shannara empire; yet he keeps a positive attitude about the writer's never-ending
quest, which requires "determination, instinct, and passion."
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Brooks tells us everything he has learned about writing after giving up lawyering to write sf hits like The
Sword of Shannara.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerrod Spicher:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item
for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you that Sometimes the



Magic Works: Lessons from a Writing Life book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Janet Huynh:

The reason why? Because this Sometimes the Magic Works: Lessons from a Writing Life is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency
and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.

Gertrude Knudsen:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Sometimes the
Magic Works: Lessons from a Writing Life that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Sometimes the
Magic Works: Lessons from a Writing Life become your current starter.

Jim Loop:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Sometimes the Magic Works: Lessons from a Writing Life will give you
new experience in looking at a book.
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