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"A winning book, a pleasure to read…a revelation about what architects actually
do and how they go about doing it." –Los Angeles Times
 
Witold Rybezynski takes us on an extraordinary odyssey as he tells the story of
designing and building of his own house. Rybezynski’s project began as a
workshed; through a series of "happy accidents," however, the structure
gradually evolved into a full-fledge house.
               
In tracing this evolution, he touches on matters both theoretical and practical,
writing on such diverse topics as the distinguished structural descendants of the
humble barn, the ritualistic origins of the elements of classical architecture, and
the connections between dress and habitation, and between architecture and
gastronomy. Rybezynski discusses feng shui, the Chinese art of placing a home
in the landscape, and also considers the theories and work of such architects as
Palladio, Le Corbusier, and Frank Lloyd Wright. An eloquent examination of the
links between being and building, The Most Beautiful House in the World offers
insights into the joys of "installing ourselves in a place, of establishing a spot
where it be safe to dream."
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Rybcznski here describes the act of designing and building a house, questioning the nature of architecture
and the architect's role. "This delightful ramble through the creative process will beguile architecture buffs
and general readers alike," remarked PW. Illustrated. 75,000 first printing.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Young architect decides to build boat, needs boat house to work in, ends up years later with country place
and no boat, and meditates thereon. An extended reflection on the meaning of a house to its inhabitants, this
personalized extension of the author's earlier Home ( LJ 9/1/86) does reveal some of what an architect does,
albeit when the same person is architect, client, and builder, and it is simply written. More revealing, more
detailed, more particular, and preferred is Tracy Kidder's House ( LJ 8/85).
- Jack Perry Brown, Ryerson & Burnham Lib., Art Inst. of Chicago
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author
Witold Rybczynski of Polish parentage, was born in Edinburgh in 1943, raised in Surrey, and attended
Jesuit schools in England and Canada. He received Bachelor of Architecture (1960) and Master of
Architecture (1972) degrees from McGill University in Montreal. He is the author of more than fifty articles
and papers on the subject of housing, architecture, and technology, including the books Taming the Tiger,
Paper Heroes, The Most Beautiful House in the World, Waiting for the Weekend, and Looking
Around: A Journey Through Architecture (all available in Penguin), and most recently, City Life. He
lives with his wife, Shirley Hallam, in Philadelphia and is the Martin and Margy Myerson Professor of
Urbanism at the University of Pennsylvania.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Miller:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them
is this The Most Beautiful House in the World.

Fern Rodriquez:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do



you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Most Beautiful House in the
World which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Eric Alaniz:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific The Most Beautiful House in the World can give you
a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you
to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Most Beautiful House in the World.

Carl Harber:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book and also novel and The Most Beautiful House in the World as well as others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are
helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book
likes The Most Beautiful House in the World to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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