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Stephen Oppenheimer's extraordinary scientific detective story combining
genetics, linguistics, archaeology and historical record shatters the myths we
have come to live by. It demonstrates that the Anglo-Saxon invasions contributed
just a tiny fraction (5%) to the English gene pool. Two thirds of the English
people reveal an unbroken line of genetic descent from south-western Europeans
arriving long before the first farmers. The bulk of the remaining third arrived
between 7,000 and 3,000 years ago as part of long-term north-west European
trade and immigration, especially from Scandinavia - and may have brought with
them the earliest forms of English language. As for the Celts - the Irish, Scots
and Welsh - history has traditionally placed their origins in Iron Age Central
Europe. Oppenheimer's genetic synthesis shows them to have arrived via the
Atlantic coastal route from Ice Age refuges including the Basque country; with
the modern languages we call Celtic arriving later. There is indeed a deep divide
between the English and the rest of the British. But as this book reveals the
division is many thousands of years older than previously thought.
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Editorial Review

Review
Be prepared to have all your cherished notions of English history and Britishness swept away. Clive Gamble
The historians' account is wrong in almost every detail. In Dr Oppenheimer's reconstruction of events, the
principal ancestors of today's British and Irish populations arrived from Spain about 16,000 years ago. New
York Times He upends some of the most deeply rooted notions of where the British people come from, and
does so in a clear, painstaking and detailed way. The result is both fascinating and unexpected. Geographical
Particularly illuminating ... The author carefully lays out the genetic data that show how three-quarters of
Britishness dates to the repopulation after the northern ice sheets last retreated, and takes us through a
fascinating investigation of what this means for some cherished notions of Britishness. Nature

About the Author
Stephen Oppenheimer of the University of Oxford is a leading expert in the use of DNA to track migrations
and his previous book Out of Eden: The Peopling of the World rewrote the prehistory of man's early
colonization of the world. He is also the author of Eden in the East: The Drowned Continent of Southeast
Asia, which challenged the orthodox view of the origins of Polynesians as rice farmers from Taiwan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Cain:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Origins of the British: The
New Prehistory of Britain book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Edward Avelar:

Here thing why that The Origins of the British: The New Prehistory of Britain are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. The Origins of the British: The New Prehistory of Britain giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar
with The Origins of the British: The New Prehistory of Britain. It gives you thrill examining journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by
train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Origins of
the British: The New Prehistory of Britain in e-book can be your choice.



Jose Laney:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Origins of the British: The New Prehistory of Britain book is
readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer of The Origins of the British: The New Prehistory of Britain content conveys the idea easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it.
So , do you continue to thinking The Origins of the British: The New Prehistory of Britain is not loveable to
be your top list reading book?

Donald Pate:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Origins of the British: The New
Prehistory of Britain reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation The Origins of the British:
The New Prehistory of Britain as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one
guide that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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