
The Physics of Speech (Cambridge
Textbooks in Linguistics)

By D. B. Fry

The Physics of Speech (Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics) By D. B. Fry

The mechanism of speech is a very complex one and in order to undertake any
analysis of language it is important to understand the processes that go to make
up the message that a speaker transmits and a listener receives. Professor Fry
therefore first takes the reader through the various stages of the speech chain:
from language units to nerve impulses to muscle movements to sound waves, and
vice versa as the message is received and decoded. He then explains the basic
physical principles involved in the generation and propagation of sound energy
and in the phenomenon of resonance. These principles are then applied to the
speech mechanism itself and to the particular kinds of sound which constitute
speech. There is a fully illustrated account of the use of the sound spectrograph in
acoustic analysis and chapters dealing with the acoustic features of English
sounds and with the way we recognise speech sounds by the acoustic cues
inherent in a particular language. Professor Fry gave courses on the physics of
speech to students of applied as well as theoretical linguistics and to speech
therapists, and his clear account will therefore provide a basic textbook for such
courses as well as being of interest to people working in departments of speech
and in communications generally.
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important to understand the processes that go to make up the message that a speaker transmits and a listener
receives. Professor Fry therefore first takes the reader through the various stages of the speech chain: from
language units to nerve impulses to muscle movements to sound waves, and vice versa as the message is
received and decoded. He then explains the basic physical principles involved in the generation and
propagation of sound energy and in the phenomenon of resonance. These principles are then applied to the
speech mechanism itself and to the particular kinds of sound which constitute speech. There is a fully
illustrated account of the use of the sound spectrograph in acoustic analysis and chapters dealing with the
acoustic features of English sounds and with the way we recognise speech sounds by the acoustic cues
inherent in a particular language. Professor Fry gave courses on the physics of speech to students of applied
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Professor Fry first takes the reader through the various stages of the speech chain: from language units to
nerve impulses to muscle movements to sound waves, and vice versa as the message is received and
decoded. He then explains the basic physical principles involved in the generation and propagation of sound
energy and in the phenomenon of resonance.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vance Malik:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Physics of Speech (Cambridge
Textbooks in Linguistics) as the daily resource information.

Martina Joseph:

The reason why? Because this The Physics of Speech (Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret
the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.

Robin Gilbertson:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Physics of Speech
(Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics) can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these guides have than the others?



Rose Rafferty:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Physics of Speech (Cambridge
Textbooks in Linguistics) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and read
it. Beside that the book The Physics of Speech (Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics) can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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