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Tokyo: destroyed by the earthquake of 1923 and again by the firebombing of
World War II. Does anything remain of the old city?

The internationally known Japanese architectural historian Jinnai Hidenobu set
out on foot to rediscover the city of Tokyo. Armed with old maps, he wandered
through back alleys and lanes, trying to experience the city's space as it had been
lived by earlier residents. He found that, despite an almost completely new
cityscape, present-day inhabitants divide Tokyo's space in much the same way
that their ancestors did two hundred years before.

Jinnai's holistic perspective is enhanced by his detailing of how natural,
topographical features were incorporated into the layout of the city. A variety of
visual documents (maps from the Tokugawa and Meiji periods, building
floorplans, woodblock prints, photographs) supplement his observations. While
an important work for architects and historians, this unusual book will also attract
armchair travelers and anyone interested in the symbolic uses of space.

(A translation of Tokyo no kûkan jinruigaku.)
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Tokyo: destroyed by the earthquake of 1923 and again by the firebombing of World War II. Does anything
remain of the old city?

The internationally known Japanese architectural historian Jinnai Hidenobu set out on foot to rediscover the
city of Tokyo. Armed with old maps, he wandered through back alleys and lanes, trying to experience the
city's space as it had been lived by earlier residents. He found that, despite an almost completely new
cityscape, present-day inhabitants divide Tokyo's space in much the same way that their ancestors did two
hundred years before.

Jinnai's holistic perspective is enhanced by his detailing of how natural, topographical features were
incorporated into the layout of the city. A variety of visual documents (maps from the Tokugawa and Meiji
periods, building floorplans, woodblock prints, photographs) supplement his observations. While an
important work for architects and historians, this unusual book will also attract armchair travelers and
anyone interested in the symbolic uses of space.

(A translation of Tokyo no kûkan jinruigaku.)
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Editorial Review

Review
"It was a particular pleasure to discover "Tokyo: A Spatial Anthropology, for Jinnai's book is precisely a
guide to Tokyo-literacy. By this, I do not mean that it is a conventional guidebook. . . . Rather, it is a book
about the historical and social logic of Tokyo: a compelling exploration of the reasons why the city acquired
is present shape. . . . "Tokyo: A Spatial Anthropology is very obviously a labor of love; its style overflows
with enthusiasm at the wonders to the city. . . . An original, readable, and fascinating book."--Tessa Morris-
Suzuki, "Journal of Asian Studies

From the Inside Flap

"The sheer physical extent of Tokyo, its mile upon mile of high-density and mostly low-rise development,
seemingly without topographic or maritime memory, makes it a difficult city for many Westerners to
understand. We suspect that the same may be so for many Japanese. Jinnai Hidenobu shows us how today's
Tokyo is rooted in its early development and how today's streets, waterways, land uses, and building types
come from a past that remains visible to those who would care to look. One needs to walk or to row with
Jinnai to see how yesterday makes today. His is a work of love that ties generations together in their physical
environment."—Allan B. Jacobs, author of Great Streets

From the Back Cover
"The sheer physical extent of Tokyo, its mile upon mile of high-density and mostly low-rise development,
seemingly without topographic or maritime memory, makes it a difficult city for many Westerners to
understand. We suspect that the same may be so for many Japanese. Jinnai Hidenobu shows us how today's
Tokyo is rooted in its early development and how today's streets, waterways, land uses, and building types
come from a past that remains visible to those who would care to look. One needs to walk or to row with
Jinnai to see how yesterday makes today. His is a work of love that ties generations together in their physical
environment."--Allan B. Jacobs, author of "Great Streets

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Julie Gailey:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Tokyo: A
Spatial Anthropology? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have some other opinion?

Numbers Harless:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and



notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Tokyo: A Spatial Anthropology book as
starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Gertrude Barrett:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How
people have to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book.
Examining a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Tokyo: A Spatial
Anthropology book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

William Troutt:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go
to presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important
for yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Tokyo: A Spatial Anthropology can make you
sense more interested to read.
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