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While modern science ponders whether human beings are programmed toward
belligerence and warfare, thereis no doubt that war has been humanity's constant
companion since the dawn of civilization, and that we have become all too
proficient in its conduct. In War, noted military historian Gwynne Dyer ranges
from the tumbling walls of Jericho to the modern advent of total war in which no
one is exempt from the horrors of armed conflict. He shows how the martial
instinct has evolved over the human generations and among our close primate
relations, such as the chimpanzee. Dyer squarely confronts the reality of war, and
the threat of nuclear weapons, but does not despair that war is our eternal legacy.
He likes and respects soldiers, even while he knows their job isto kill; he
understands the physics and the psychology of battles, but he is no war junkie.
Dyer surveysthe fiery battlefields of human history, never losing sight of the
people caught up in war. He actually believes there is hope that war can be
abolished, that human beings are more than just our genes. War is an award-
winning book that explores the human past to imagine a different future.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

A chronicle of organized human aggression gets atimely update in this new edition of a seminal book
originally published 20 years ago. As Dyer covers the history of human warfare-from primitive tribal
skirmishes and the "total war" of WWI and |1 to the imbroglios of the past 30 years (including the current
onein lrag)-a sense of cyclical inexorability beginsto creep in, of history repeating itself again and again.
Oneisstruck by the notion that the only changes in the historical narrative of humans at war are new
strategies necessitated by new, and exponentially more deadly, technologies. Implicit in Dyer's argument is
the idea that, in war, humans have become increasingly subjugated to the increasingly awesome power of
their machines, so that the nuclear stalemate of the Cold War becomes alogical extension of the deadlock of
WWI trench warfare. Dyer is an accomplished military historian who bolsters his extensive knowledge with
arhetorical stylethat is at once invisible and entirely convincing. Structurally, the book accordions in and
out from the psychology of individual soldiers, to the workings of whole armies, to broader historical
movements and how they change (and stay the same) through time. It is a powerful effect, and one that
ultimately makes this book at once avaluable historical treatise and afervent and compelling call toward
pacifism.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Author

GWYNNE DYER served in the Canadian, British, and American navies. He earned aPh.D. in military
history from the University of London, and was a senior lecturer in war studies at the Roya Military
Academy, Sandhurst. The original version of this book, published in 1985, won a Columbia University
School of Journalism Award. A seven-part television series based upon War was broadcast in forty-five
countries in the mid-1980s; one of the episodes was nominated for an Academy Award. Dyer writes atwice-
weekly newspaper column on international affairs and security policy that is published by 175 newspapers
worldwide, many inthe U. S. Helivesin London with hiswife and children.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
John Charlie:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity thisislook different you can
read the book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24
hours aday to reading areserve. The book War it is rather good to read. There are alot of individuals who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQore effortlessly to read this book from
your smart phone. The priceis not to fund but this book has high quality.



Ruby Mgjia:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be War why because the amazing cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as
the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

K athleen Bonds:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, aswell as soon. The War provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Edward Yung:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book War to make your own personal
reading isinteresting. Y our current skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and reading
through especialy. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the
reserve War can to be anewly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of that time.
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