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A comprehensive and accessible survey of one of the world's richest

mythological traditions. It covers the people, themes, concepts, places, and
creatures of Celtic mythology, saga, legend, and folklore from both ancient and
modern traditions, in 4,000 entries ranging from brief definitions to short essays.
Anintroductory essay explores the origins and identity of Celts, the history of the
Celtic revival, and the meaning and role of mythology. An excellent source for
those curious about the mystical myths of the Celts
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

The full richness of Celtic mythology, with legends, sagas, and folklore, with traditions, places, and
personalities, are now evocatively yet concisely conveyed in James MacKillop's dictionary. The 4,000
entries include brief descriptions (such as the short explanation of Arthen, the bear-and-river god of early
Wales) aswell as extended stories of bloody vengeance (following actual or supposed treachery), romantic
love, and frequent adultery, plus tales of mysterious monsters on lonely hillocks. From Deirdre and
Cuchulainn to leprechauns, from Galahad, cauldrons, and archaeol ogy to druids, MacKillop provides an
impressive amount of lore and research in areliable, browsable, and enjoyable dictionary. --Sephanie Gold

From Booklist

With the possible exceptions of the Arthurian legend and the saga of Tristan and Iseult, both of which can be
traced to Celtic sources, the mythological world of the ancient Celtsis not as familiar to most Americans as
are the classical myths of Greece and Rome. This gap in our cultura literacy is unfortunate, for, asthis
dictionary reveals, the Celtic peoples developed arich and fascinating tradition of legends and myths.

In compiling this volume, MacKillop, an English professor who specializesin Celtic studies, drew not only
upon texts written in Irish and Welsh but also on Breton, Cornish, Manx, and Scottish Gaelic sources and
traditions. In addition to gods and goddesses, heroes and heroines, creatures, and other mythological figures,
the approximately 4,000 entries cover real and imaginary places, archaeological sites, animals and plants,
narrative cycles, and ideas. Entries, which frequently include variant spellings and etymologies, vary in
length from a single identifying phrase to more than four pages, but the majority are one or two paragraphs.
Asterisks within the text of an article indicate those terms that are treated further in separate entries, and
numerous cross-references guide the user from aternate titles, names, and spellings to the forms used by
MacKillop. Supplementing the dictionary portion of the work are a general guide to pronunciation of the
various Celtic languages and a 13-page bibliography of selected sources pertaining to Celtic literature and
culture. Especially helpful is atopical index that classifies entries under 36 broad categories, such as
concepts, games, literary forms, monsters, rituals and curses, and saints.

Although a number of dictionaries pertaining to Celtic myth have appeared in the last decade, none are as
extensive as thiswork. For example, Peter Ellis Dictionary of Celtic Mythology [RBB Ag 92] and its
companion volume, Dictionary of Irish Mythology [RBB N 1 89], were designed for lay readers and
therefore have far fewer, and generally less-detailed, entries. With only about one-tenth the number of
entries, Miranda Green's Dictionary of Celtic Myth and Legend [RBB Ap 15 92] lacks the breadth of
coverage of thiswork, but it isimportant for itsillustrations and its links to archaeological evidence and to
literary sources. Since each of these earlier works has unique entries or features, this new compendium does
not supersede them but rather complements them by offering a more comprehensive approach.
Supplementing the coverage of both The Oxford Companion to Irish Literature [RBB Ap 15 96] and The
Oxford Companion to the Literature of Wales (Oxford, 1990), this scholarly dictionary should be a valuable
addition to academic and large public libraries.

Review

"Review from previous edition This definitive reference guide to all things Celtic . . . reveals an ancient
world full of treachery, bloody vengeance, kingship, and fearsome monsters at crossroads.’

Catholic Times


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

“A brilliant, detailed, and authoritative guide to wonderful legends, mighty heroes, lost cities, and timeless
stories of love, revenge, nobility, and treachery. The perfect introduction to a vibrant people.'
Bristol Evening Post

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Janet Roldan:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We
al know that that book is very important for people. The book A Dictionary of Celtic Mythology (Oxford
Quick Reference) seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book A Dictionary of Celtic Mythology (Oxford Quick
Reference) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when you
truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with
the book A Dictionary of Celtic Mythology (Oxford Quick Reference). Y ou never experience lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Carolyn Baird:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get alife style. Thisreading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the A Dictionary of
Cdltic Mythology (Oxford Quick Reference) iskind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Richard Pease:

The publication untitled A Dictionary of Celtic Mythology (Oxford Quick Reference) is the book that
recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The article author was did alot of study when write the book, hence the information that they shareto you is
absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of A Dictionary of Celtic Mythology (Oxford Quick
Reference) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Suanne Bar nwell:

Reading a book being new life stylein this calendar year; every people lovesto go through a book. When
you examine a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, thiskind of us



novel, comics, along with soon. The A Dictionary of Celtic Mythology (Oxford Quick Reference) will give
you new experience in looking at a book.
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