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Stan Lee, who was the head writer of Marvel Comics in the early 1960s, co-
created such popular heroes as Spider-Man, Hulk, the X-Men, the Fantastic Four,
Iron Man, Thor, and Daredevil. This book traces the ways in which American
theologians and comic books of the era were not only both saying things about
what it means to be human, but, starting with Lee they were largely saying the
same things. Author Anthony R. Mills argues that the shift away from
individualistic ideas of human personhood and toward relational conceptions
occurring within both American theology and American superhero comics and
films does not occur simply on the ontological level, but is also inherent to
epistemology and ethics, reflecting the comprehensive nature of human life in
terms of being, knowing, and acting.

This book explores the idea of the "American monomyth" that pervades
American hero stories and examines its philosophical and theological origins and
specific manifestations in early American superhero comics. Surveying the
anthropologies of six American theologians who argue against many of the
monomyth’s assumptions, principally the staunch individualism taken to be the
model of humanity, and who offer relationality as a more realistic and ethical
alternative, this book offers a detailed argument for the intimate historical
relationship between the now disparate fields of comic book/superhero film
creation, on the one hand, and Christian theology, on the other, in the United
States. An understanding of the early connections between theology and
American conceptions of heroism helps to further make sense of their
contemporary parallels, wherein superhero stories and theology are not strictly
separate phenomena but have shared origins and concerns.
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Stan Lee, who was the head writer of Marvel Comics in the early 1960s, co-created such popular heroes as
Spider-Man, Hulk, the X-Men, the Fantastic Four, Iron Man, Thor, and Daredevil. This book traces the ways
in which American theologians and comic books of the era were not only both saying things about what it
means to be human, but, starting with Lee they were largely saying the same things. Author Anthony R.
Mills argues that the shift away from individualistic ideas of human personhood and toward relational
conceptions occurring within both American theology and American superhero comics and films does not
occur simply on the ontological level, but is also inherent to epistemology and ethics, reflecting the
comprehensive nature of human life in terms of being, knowing, and acting.

This book explores the idea of the "American monomyth" that pervades American hero stories and examines
its philosophical and theological origins and specific manifestations in early American superhero comics.
Surveying the anthropologies of six American theologians who argue against many of the monomyth’s
assumptions, principally the staunch individualism taken to be the model of humanity, and who offer
relationality as a more realistic and ethical alternative, this book offers a detailed argument for the intimate
historical relationship between the now disparate fields of comic book/superhero film creation, on the one
hand, and Christian theology, on the other, in the United States. An understanding of the early connections
between theology and American conceptions of heroism helps to further make sense of their contemporary
parallels, wherein superhero stories and theology are not strictly separate phenomena but have shared origins
and concerns.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roy Christy:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take American Theology, Superhero Comics, and Cinema: The Marvel of Stan
Lee and the Revolution of a Genre (Routledge Studies in Religion and Film) as the daily resource
information.

Kristy Abrahams:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline American
Theology, Superhero Comics, and Cinema: The Marvel of Stan Lee and the Revolution of a Genre
(Routledge Studies in Religion and Film) suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in
this era. The particular book untitled American Theology, Superhero Comics, and Cinema: The Marvel of
Stan Lee and the Revolution of a Genre (Routledge Studies in Religion and Film)is the main of several
books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

George Conner:

American Theology, Superhero Comics, and Cinema: The Marvel of Stan Lee and the Revolution of a Genre
(Routledge Studies in Religion and Film) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing American Theology,
Superhero Comics, and Cinema: The Marvel of Stan Lee and the Revolution of a Genre (Routledge Studies
in Religion and Film) yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you
into new stage of crucial pondering.



Billy Doyle:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this American Theology, Superhero
Comics, and Cinema: The Marvel of Stan Lee and the Revolution of a Genre (Routledge Studies in Religion
and Film) reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question American
Theology, Superhero Comics, and Cinema: The Marvel of Stan Lee and the Revolution of a Genre
(Routledge Studies in Religion and Film) as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This
is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.
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