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This is the first comprehensive biography of Lavrentii Beria, Stalin's notorious
police chief and for many years his most powerful lieutenant. Beria has long
symbolized all the evils of Stalinism, haunting the public imagination both in the
West and in the former Soviet Union. Yet because his political opponents
expunged his name from public memory after his dramatic arrest and execution
in 1953, little has been previously published about his long and tumultuous
career.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
As Stalin's police chief, right-hand man and commander of the Gulag slave-labor network, Lavrenty Beria
(1899-1953) was a mass murderer whose weapons included torture, deportation and execution. Yet, after
Stalin died in 1953, this devious, cold-blooded Bolshevik embarked on a short-lived liberalization program
designed to curb the Communist Party apparatus and to give the non-Russian minorities more decision-
making powers and limited recognition of their national and cultural identities. Arrested in a coup led by
Khrushchev, Beria was executed. Critics view Beria's de-Stalinization proposals as mere tools in a
succession struggle, but Knight, a Library of Congress scholar who did extensive research in the former
Soviet Union, portrays the Georgian-born police chief as a would-be reformer who saw change as inevitable
but was motivated above all by a desire to further his own power. A provocative biography of one of
history's most evil men. Photos.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
A strong entry in the wave of post-glasnost biographies, Knight's book is an accessible study of one of the
most sinister members of Stalin's inner circle. Yet Knight, a senior research analyst in Soviet affairs at the
Library of Congress, points out in her introduction that she is not attempting to "rehabilitate" Beria but to
"challenge some basic assumptions, both about Beria and about the Stalinist system in general." Using
recently released documents, Knight succeeds in describing the life of Lavrentii Beria, from his student days
in Baku, to his role as Stalin's most powerful henchmen, chief of security, and head of the slave-labor
network in the gulag, to his rapid fall after the death of Stalin in the power struggles that brought Khrushchev
to power. This work is recommended for undergraduates and informed lay readers.
- John Sandstrom, Houston P.L., Tex.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Like many of Stalin's executors, Lavrentii Beria was no neophyte at wreaking terror. He liquidated thousands
in the Bolshevik takeover of Georgia in 1922-24, which service brought the ambitious man to the notice of
the boss. More crafty than Stalin's other police chiefs, Beria survived until his own execution as an enemy of
the people in 1953. Stalin's successors were anxious to deflect their own complicity in the regime's
criminality, and so the archives were locked. No historically verifiable account of Beria's career as Stalin's
"Himmler" has been possible--until now. Beria apparently had no life to speak of, aside from raping young
girls outside his office, which, on occasion, doubled as a torture chamber. These sick details--and dramatic
ones surrounding Khrushchev's coup--underwrite the deadly character of the author's main import: Kremlin
politics following Beria's takeover of the NKVD in 1938. Knight has ably examined and coherently
reassembled the slivers and shards of evidence, and future biographers (with strong stomachs) will surely
build on her pioneering work. Gilbert Taylor

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mildred Parker:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Beria: Stalin's First Lieutenant. All type of
book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Merry Springs:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Beria: Stalin's First Lieutenant is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Mattie Martin:

This Beria: Stalin's First Lieutenant are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person,
why. The reason of this Beria: Stalin's First Lieutenant can be among the great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that probably
will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Beria: Stalin's First Lieutenant
giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Louis Gayman:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the publication untitled Beria: Stalin's First Lieutenant can be very good book to read. May be
it might be best activity to you.
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