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In 1839, nearly 20,000 British troops poured through the mountain passesinto
Afghanistan and installed the exiled Shah Shuja on the throne as their puppet.
But after little more than two years, the Afghans exploded into rebellion. The
British were forced to retreat—and were then ambushed in the mountains by
simply-equipped Afghan tribesmen. Just one British man made it through. But
Dalrymple takes us beyond the story of this colonial humiliation and illuminates
the key connections between then and now. Shah Shuja and President Hamid
Karzai sharethe same tribal heritage; the Shah’s principal opponents were the
Ghilzai tribe, who today make up the bulk of the Taliban’s foot soldiers.
Dalrymple explains the byzantine complexity of Afghanistan’s age-old tribal
rivalries, their stranglehold on politics, and how they ensnared both the British of
the nineteenth century and NATO forces today. Rich with newly discovered
primary sources, this stunning narrative is the definitive account of the first battle
for Afghanistan.
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exiled Shah Shuja on the throne as their puppet. But after little more than two years, the Afghans exploded
into rebellion. The British were forced to retreat—and were then ambushed in the mountains by simply-
equipped Afghan tribesmen. Just one British man made it through. But Dalrymple takes us beyond the story
of this colonial humiliation and illuminates the key connections between then and now. Shah Shujaand
President Hamid Karzai share the same tribal heritage; the Shah’s principal opponents were the Ghilzai tribe,
who today make up the bulk of the Taliban’s foot soldiers. Dalrymple explains the byzantine complexity of
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of the nineteenth century and NATO forces today. Rich with newly discovered primary sources, this
stunning narrative is the definitive account of the first battle for Afghanistan.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

* Starred Review* The British humiliation in the so-called First Anglo-Afghan War (1839-42) has long been
viewed by historians as a classic example of imperial overreach. Still, it is a saga that makes for marvelous
storytelling, filled with heroes, knaves, incompetent fools, and savage, bloodthirsty warriors. It has been told
often before but perhaps never so well as by Dalrymple, a historian and travel writer. He places British
intervention within the context of the “Great Game” rivalry with the Russian Empire over influencein
central Asia. When the British favorite in Afghanistan, Shah Shuja, was driven into exile, British officiasin
India feared enhanced Russian influence there and decided to reinstall him at the point of a gun. What
followed was a mixture of farce, tragedy, and horror. The British army occupying Kabul was surrounded by
a hostile and harrying population. When forced to retreat back to India through unforgiving terrain,
thousands of soldiers and camp followers died from cold, hunger, or constant attacks by merciless mounted
Afghans. Dalrymple doesn't shrink from drawing the obvious parallel with the current American
intervention. That may, or may not, be facile, but thisis an absorbing and beautifully written account of a
doomed effort to control an apparently uncontrollable population. --Jay Freeman

Review
Praise for William Dalrymple's Return of a King

“Brilliant. . . . The fullest and most powerful description of the West' s first encounter with Afghan society.”
—The New York Times Book Review

“Magnificent. . . . [Darymple s] historiesread like novels. . . . Thislatest book delights and shocks.” —The
Wall Street Journal

“Masterful. . . . Darymple makes an important contribution by including recently discovered Afghan
accounts of the war.” —The Washington Post

“At once deeply researched and beautifully paced, Return of a King should win every prize for whichit's
eigible.” —Bookforum

“With skill and deep humanity, Dalrymple seeks contemporary lessons in Britain’ s disastrous nineteenth-
century invasion.” —The New York Times Book Review (Editor’s Choice)

“A serious work of history that expands our understanding of the war of 1839-42 by drawing on sources
found in Russia, India, Pakistan and Afghanistan, many never before translated into English.” —Newsday

“Arguably the most important work in Dalrymple's impressive oeuvre. . . . If context isimportant, reading
Dalrympleis paramount.” —The Sunday Guardian (London)

“A masterful history. . . . And asthe latest occupying force in Afghanistan negotiatesits exit, this chronicle
seems all too relevant now.” —The Economist

“In Return of a King, Dalrymple has done again what he did magnificently for two other telling episodes of
British imperial history in White Mughals (2002) and The Last Mughal (2006). . . . Darymple has a narrative
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gift.” —The Huffington Post

“A thrilling, amusing and educational three-track tour de force, relevant to today and even the immediate
future.” —Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“Definitive. . . . Return of a King is not just ariveting account of oneimperial disaster on the roof of the
world; it teaches unforgettabl e lessons about the perils of neocolonial adventures everywhere.” —Literary
Review

“A major contribution to the historiography of south-west Asiaand of the British empire. . . . Return of a
King will come to be seen as the definitive account of the first and most disastrous western attempt to invade
Afghanistan.” —New Statesman

“Complex and remarkable. . . . Astaut and richly embroidered asagreat novel. . . . Thisbook isa
masterpiece of nuanced writing and research, and a thrilling account of awatershed Victorian conflict.”
—The Sunday Telegraph (London)

“[Darymple] is amaster storyteller, whose special gift liesin the use of indigenous sources, so often
neglected by imperial chroniclers. . . . Almost every page of Dalrymple’ s splendid narrative echoes with
latter-day reverberations.” —The Sunday Times (London)

“Few writers could go wrong with a story populated with so many villains, rogues, poltroons, swashbucklers,
spies, ns and heroes. But none would make a better job of it than William Dalrymple in this thrilling,
magnificently evocative Return of a King.” —Mail on Sunday (L ondon)

“Marvelous. . . . Brilliant, exact language. . . . Thereis much in Dalrympl€e’ s superb book that has
contemporary resonance.” —Sunday Herald

“Shows al the elements we have come to expect from Dalrymple: the clear, fluid prose, the ability to give
complex historical events shape, story and meaning, the use of new local sourcesto allow the voices of the
people. . . to be heard alongside the much-better documented accounts of the invaders. . . . Thisis clear-
eyed, non-judgmental, sober history, beautifully told.” —The Observer (London)

“Sensationally good. . . . Dalrymple writes the kind of history that few historians can match.” —The
Scotsman

“An absorbing and beautifully written account of a doomed effort to control an apparently uncontrollably
population. . . . A sagathat makes for marvelous storytelling, filled with heroes, knaves, incompetent fools,
and savage, bloodthirsty warriors. It has been told often before but perhaps never so well as by Dalrymple.”
—Booklist (starred)

About the Author

William Dalrymple is the author of seven previous works of history and travel, including City of Djinns,
which won the Y oung British Writer of the Y ear Prize and the Thomas Cook Travel Book Award; From the
Holy Mountain; White Mughals, which won Britain’s Wolfson History Prize; and The Last Mughal, which
won the Duff Cooper Prize for History and Biography. He is a contributor to The New York Review of Books
and The New Yorker. He divides his time between New Delhi and London.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Janet Huynh:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. Asit is known to us that
book is very important for people. The book Return of aKing: The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 was
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It isvery
advantages for you. The book Return of aKing: The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 is not only giving you
far more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your own personal
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Return of aKing: The Battle
for Afghanistan, 1839-42. Y ou never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Marva L arson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become alife style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of
the information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Return of aKing:
The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Gabriel Reyes:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV al day every day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It al right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Return of aKing: The Battle for
Afghanistan, 1839-42 which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Kenneth Quisenberry:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Return of aKing: The Battle for
Afghanistan, 1839-42 or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Return of aKing: The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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