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Will Barrett is a 25-year-old wanderer from the South living in New Y ork City,
detached from his roots and with no plans for the future, until the purchase of a
telescope sets off aromance and changes hislife forever.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Brilliant...It shimmers with the chaste and civilized ornaments of irony, understatement, and compassion.”
?Time

From the Publisher
"Brilliant...it shimmers with the chaste and civilized ornaments of irony, understatement, and compassion."”
--Time "Splendid...a beautifully textured novel...a distinguished work of art." --New York Times Book Review

"Lovely and brilliant...a highly whimsical kind of picaresgue tale that puts one in mind of both Faulkner and
Canneau." --Joyce Carol Oates, The Nation

"Breaks your heart in the midst of laughter." --Philadelphia Inquirer

From the Inside Flap

"The Last Gentleman is lovely and brilliant...a highly whimsical kind of picaresque tale that puts one in mind
of both Faulkner and Camus," wrote Joyce Carol Oates when Walker Percy's novel was first published in
1966.

Williston Bibb Barrett, the last gentleman of the story, is a displaced Southerner who has dropped out of
Princeton owing to a nervous condition that his psychoanalyst associates with an inability to fit into groups.
Whileliving in New Y ork City, our wayfarer-hero fallsin love with a young woman he spies through a
telescope...and sets out on a cross-country odyssey in search of home, identity, and the meaning of
contemporary life.

"The Last Gentleman is a fantastically intuitive report on how Americafedsto the touch,” said Wilfrid
Sheed. "Page-for-page and line-for-line thisis certainly one of the best-written books in recent memory. Asa
Southern writer, Percy inherits the remains of a sonorous musical language. But beyond that, his unique
point of view forms beautiful sentences like a diamond cutting glass." Alfred Kazin agreed: "Percy isa
natural writer, downright, subtle, mischievous. . . a philosopher among novelists."

With anew Introduction by Robert Coles.
The Modern Library has played a significant rolein American cultural life for the better part of a century.
The series was founded in 1917 by the publishers Boni and Liveright and eight years later acquired by
Bennett Cerf and Donald Klopfer. It provided the foundation for their next publishing venture, Random
House. The Modern Library has been a staple of the American book trade, providing readers with afford-
able hardbound editions of impor-
tant works of literature and thought. For the Modern Library's seventy-
fifth anniversary, Random House redesigned the series, restoring
as its emblem the running torch-
bearer created by Lucian Bernhard in 1925 and refurbishing jackets, bindings, and type, as well as inau-
gurating a new program of selecting titles. The Modern Library continues to provide the world's best books,
at the best prices.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Priscilla Jeffer son:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become alife style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want really feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular
The Last Gentleman: A Novel iskind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Romana Linder:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Last
Gentleman: A Novel suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual
book untitled The Last Gentleman: A Novelis asingle of severa books that will everyone read now. This
kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their ideain the ssimple way, thus all of people
can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you alarge amount of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Geneva Ricks:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people likeit. First reading areserve will give you alot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you examining a book especialy fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Last Gentleman: A Novel, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Y our
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

William Bottoms:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Last Gentleman: A Novel we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book The Last Gentleman: A Novel. You can
more inviting than now.
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