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Thetradein oil, gas, gems, metals and rare earth minerals wreaks havoc in
Africa. During the years when Brazil, India, China and the other “emerging
markets’ have transformed their economies, Africa's resource states remained
tethered to the bottom of the industrial supply chain. While Africa accounts for
about 30 per cent of the world's reserves of hydrocarbons and minerals and 14
per cent of the world's population, its share of global manufacturing stood in
2011 exactly where it stood in 2000: at 1 percent.

In hisfirst book, The Looting Machine, Tom Burgis exposes the truth about the
African development miracle: for the resource states, it's amirage. The ail,
copper, diamonds, gold and coltan deposits attract a global network of traders,
bankers, corporate extractors and investors who combine with venal political
cabalsto loot the states value. And the vagaries of resource-dependent
economies could pitch Africa's new middle class back into destitution just as
quickly asthey climbed out of it. The ground beneath their feet is as precarious
as a Congolese mine shaft; their prosperity could spill away like crude from a
busted pipeline.

This catastrophic social disintegration is not merely a continuation of Africa's
past as acolonial victim. The looting now is accelerating as never before. As
global demand for Africa’s resources rises, a handful of Africans are becoming
legitimately rich but the vast majority, like the continent as awhole, is being
fleeced. Outsiders tend to think of Africaasagreat drain of philanthropy. But
look more closely at the resource industry and the relationship between Africa
and the rest of the world looks rather different. In 2010, fuel and mineral exports
from Africawere worth 333 billion, more than seven times the value of the aid
that went in the opposite direction. But who received the money? For every
Frenchwoman who diesin childbirth, 100 die in Niger aone, the former French
colony whose uranium fuels France's nuclear reactors. In petro-states like Angola
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three-quarters of government revenue comes from oil. The government is not
funded by the people, and asresult it is not beholden to them. A score of African
countries whose economies depend on resources are rentier states; their people
arelargely serfs. The resource curse is not merely some unfortunate economic
phenomenon, the product of an intangible force. What is happening in Africa's
resource states is systematic looting. Like its victims, its beneficiaries have
names.
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Thetradein ail, gas, gems, metals and rare earth minerals wreaks havoc in Africa. During the years when
Brazil, India, China and the other “emerging markets’ have transformed their economies, Africa's resource
states remained tethered to the bottom of the industrial supply chain. While Africa accounts for about 30 per
cent of the world's reserves of hydrocarbons and minerals and 14 per cent of the world's population, its share
of global manufacturing stood in 2011 exactly where it stood in 2000: at 1 percent.

In hisfirst book, The Looting Machine, Tom Burgis exposes the truth about the African development
miracle: for the resource states, it's amirage. The oil, copper, diamonds, gold and coltan deposits attract a
global network of traders, bankers, corporate extractors and investors who combine with venal political
cabalsto loot the states value. And the vagaries of resource-dependent economies could pitch Africas new
middle class back into destitution just as quickly asthey climbed out of it. The ground beneath their feet is as
precarious as a Congol ese mine shaft; their prosperity could spill away like crude from a busted pipeline.

This catastrophic social disintegration is not merely a continuation of Africa's past asacolonial victim. The
looting now is accelerating as never before. As global demand for Africa’s resources rises, a handful of
Africans are becoming legitimately rich but the vast mgjority, like the continent as awhole, is being fleeced.
Outsiders tend to think of Africaasagreat drain of philanthropy. But look more closely at the resource
industry and the relationship between Africa and the rest of the world looks rather different. In 2010, fuel
and mineral exports from Africawere worth 333 hillion, more than seven times the value of the aid that went
in the opposite direction. But who received the money? For every Frenchwoman who diesin childbirth, 100
diein Niger alone, the former French colony whose uranium fuels France's nuclear reactors. In petro-states
like Angolathree-quarters of government revenue comes from oil. The government is not funded by the
people, and asresult it is not beholden to them. A score of African countries whose economies depend on
resources are rentier states; their people are largely serfs. The resource curse is not merely some unfortunate
economic phenomenon, the product of an intangible force. What is happening in Africa's resource states is
systematic looting. Like its victims, its beneficiaries have names.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A great scrapbook of exploitation. It iswritten in away that will appeal to the general reader, but still
interest specialists...Burgis has the good sense not to present [the cruel contrast between individual poverty
and national wealth] in an alarmist way, but with an understatement that is far more powerful...The Looting
Machineisin part ameans of self-exoneration, away of making amends to those he ultimately could not
help...[in this book] has done a service to some of the world's poorest people." —Financial Times

"[An] excellent, finely reported book... The great value of The Looting Machine liesin its fresh detail,
storytelling and the characters Burgis introduces. The Looting Machine is crammed with colour and lively
investigative reporting." —Literary Review (UK)

"Reveding...Burgis explains lucidly how the oil and mineral bonanza subverts societies and corrupts western
multinational companiestrying to cash in...[He] is particularly acute in analysing how multinationals connive
in thisingtitutionalised theft... Thisintelligent book should give us all pause for thought when we fill our cars
with petrol." —The Sunday Times (UK)

One of Financial Times Books of the Year, 2015
"...abrave and defiant book." —New York Times Sunday Book Review
"...powerful new book." —Nicholas Kristof, New York Times columnist

“[an] impressive study...It isto Mr. Burgis's tremendous credit that he writes with such tenacity.” —Wall
Street Journal

"[Burgis] presents alively portrait of the rapacious 'looting machin€'...arich collage of examples showing the
links between corrupt companies and African elites."—The Economist

“[Burgig] brings the tools of an investigative reporter and the sensibility of aforeign correspondent... [He]
transcends the tired binary debate about the root causes of the continent's misery.”—Howard French,
Foreign Affairs

"Essential for understanding the colonia Africa of the past and, even more so, the diverse Africa of today."
—Library Journal

"A brave, excoriating exposé of the systematic ruination of resource-rich countries of Africa, leaving "penury
and strife” for its millions of inhabitants...An earnest, eye-opening, important account for Western readers."
—Kirkus Reviews STARRED

"[Burgis] makes a powerful case, through anecdote and evidence, that the dirty trade in raw materials serves
individuals own enrichment and the demands of oligarchic and state interests worldwide." —The Times
(UK)



"After nine years reporting on Africafor the Financial Times, Tom Burgis exposes how the extractive
industries have turned into a hideous looting machine...[an] informative book.” —The Guardian (UK)

"Burgis shows how even the World Bank is linked to this looting [of Africa, and he] makes an important
case colourfully, convincingly and at times courageously as he confronts some of those involved in the
pillaging." —Observer (UK)

"Brilliant...fascinating detail... The book lives up to its colourful subtitle —“Warlords, tycoons, smugglers
and the systematic theft of Africa'swealth”. Showing the finesse and determination that has won him awards
at the FT, and at considerable risk to his own well-being, Burgis tracks down and confronts the people at the
centre of this plunder." —African Research Institute

"A rollercoaster read. Filled with vignettes on spooks, smugglers and kleptocratic warlords with suitcases of
cash, it reads like a crime thriller, while at the same time being a well-researched, accessible account of the
extractives industry; the privatisation of power in Africaand itsimpact on the continent's people.” —African
Arguments

"This fine book...catal ogues the grotesque self-enrichment of the callous rulers of Angola, Congo, Equatorial
Guinea and Nigeria—countries that should be immensely wealthy, but which remain poor, even by African
standards. In each case, this theft of national treasure would be impossible without non-African facilitators.
... Burgissbook is essential to understanding why poverty, ignorance and conflict persist in Africa.”
—Independent Catholic News

"An excellent book. Despite Africa's impressive economic 5% growth rate, Tom Burgis ensures that we don't
stop wondering who does what in Africa and how we are all party to what Western “investors’ are up to. The
post-colonial corruption and rape of African resource to the benefit of western consumption is till alive and
horribly well.” —Jon Snow, presenter, Channel 4 News (UK)

About the Author

Tom Burgis has been tenacious and intrepid in confronting the powerful vested interests — corporate,
military, financial and political — that have fed to excess off Africa's riches. He has been reporting for the
Financial Timesfor the last eight years, writing a series of prizewinning investigative reports from
Johannesburg and Lagos. He was the winner of the FT's second annual Jones-Mauthner Memorial Prize for
his superb reporting and exposés of corruption, and the Jerwood Award for a nonfiction book in progress for
The Looting Machine. He was shortlisted as a young journalist of the year for his Africareports. Thisis his
first book.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Alta Valentin:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for awhileis reading.
Sure, by reading areserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other ishigh. In
your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this The Looting Machine: Warlords, Oligarchs,
Corporations, Smugglers, and the Theft of Africa's Wealth book as beginning and daily reading reserve.



Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Douglas Barney:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the erawhich is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you actualy is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Looting Machine: Warlords,
Oligarchs, Corporations, Smugglers, and the Theft of Africa's Wealth is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Victor Havens:

The publication with title The L ooting Machine: Warlords, Oligarchs, Corporations, Smugglers, and the
Theft of Africas Wealth has alot of information that you can find out it. Y ou can get alot of advantage after
read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented
the condition of the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world.
This kind of book will bring you in new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Raul Miller:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity thisislook different you can read
abook. It isreally fun for you personaly. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a publication. The book The Looting Machine: Warlords, Oligarchs, Corporations, Smugglers,
and the Theft of Africa's Weadlth it israther good to read. There are alot of people who recommended this
book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you
can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mQore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The priceis
not too expensive but this book provides high quality.
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