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From New York Times bestselling author J. Randy Taraborrelli comes the
definitive biography of the most enduring icon in popular American culture.

When Marilyn Monroe became famous in the 1950s, the world was told that her
mother was either dead or simply not a part of her life. However, that was not
true. In fact, her mentally ill mother was very much present in Marilyn's world
and the complex family dynamic that unfolded behind the scenes is a story that
has never before been told...until now. In this groundbreaking book, Taraborrelli
draws complex and sympathetic portraits of the women so influential in the
actress' life, including her mother, her foster mother, and her legal guardian. He
also reveals, for the first time, the shocking scope of Marilyn's own mental
illness, the identity of Marilyn's father and the half-brother she never knew, and
new information about her relationship with the Kennedy's-Bobby, Jack, and Pat
Kennedy Lawford. Explosive, revelatory, and surprisingly moving, this is the
final word on the life of one of the most fascinating and elusive icons of the 20th

Century.
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From New York Times bestselling author J. Randy Taraborrelli comes the definitive biography of the most
enduring icon in popular American culture.

When Marilyn Monroe became famous in the 1950s, the world was told that her mother was either dead or
simply not a part of her life. However, that was not true. In fact, her mentally ill mother was very much
present in Marilyn's world and the complex family dynamic that unfolded behind the scenes is a story that
has never before been told...until now. In this groundbreaking book, Taraborrelli draws complex and
sympathetic portraits of the women so influential in the actress' life, including her mother, her foster mother,
and her legal guardian. He also reveals, for the first time, the shocking scope of Marilyn's own mental illness,
the identity of Marilyn's father and the half-brother she never knew, and new information about her
relationship with the Kennedy's-Bobby, Jack, and Pat Kennedy Lawford. Explosive, revelatory, and
surprisingly moving, this is the final word on the life of one of the most fascinating and elusive icons of the
20th Century.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Robert Petkoff's diligence as a narrator matches Taraborrelli's accomplishments in
generating a fresh analysis of the iconic Marilyn Monroe. With Petkoff's Midas touch, the cast of characters
comes to life with crisp clarity and attention to nuance. While there are too many good vocal
characterizations to allow for a complete listing, some of the standouts include the mercurial husbands
Arthur Miller and Joe DiMaggio as well as such Rat Pack figures as Peter Lawford and Frank Sinatra.
Petkoff's delivery of DiMaggio and Sinatra's ill-fated attempt to spy on Monroe and her romantic
companions creates palpable dramatic tension. And as Monroe herself, Petkoff creates a sublime breathy
persona that shifts effectively from the girl-next-door Norma Jean to the glamorous Marilyn. Bonus features
include a downloadable photo slide show. A Grand Central hardcover. (Aug.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"Readable and mesmerizing...This will probably stand as the definitive Monroe biography..."
?Library Journal (starred review)

"As Taraborrelli brushes away cobwebs of myth and rumor, his remarkable research and fluid writing
captures Marilyn's elan, sensitivity, desperation and despair with a haunting intimacy."?Publishers Weekly
(starred review)

About the Author

J. Randy Taraborrelli is a respected journalist, a recognizable entertainment personality, and in-demand guest
on many television programs including Today, Good Morning America, The Early Show, Entertainment
Tonight, and CNN Headline News. He is the bestselling author of thirteen books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lorena Repass:

The knowledge that you get from The Secret Life of Marilyn Monroe could be the more deep you excavating
the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but The Secret Life of Marilyn Monroe giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having that The Secret Life of Marilyn Monroe instantly.

Vanessa Palacios:

The book untitled The Secret Life of Marilyn Monroe is the guide that recommended to you you just read.
You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use



to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when
write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You
also can get the e-book of The Secret Life of Marilyn Monroe from the publisher to make you more enjoy
free time.

Stacey Sims:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day every day to reading a book. The book The Secret Life of Marilyn Monroe it is quite good to read. There
are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Alan Sarno:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific The Secret Life of Marilyn Monroe can give you a
lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Secret Life of Marilyn Monroe.
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