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This is the story of 350 years of terror. Established by papal bull in 1478, the first
task of the Spanish Inquisition was to question Jewish converts to Christianity
and to expose and execute those found guilty of reversion. Authorities then
turned on Spanish Jews in general, sending 300,000 into exile. Next in line were
humanists and Lutherans. No rank was exempt. Children informed on their
parents, merchants on their rivals, and priests upon their bishops. Those
denounced were guilty unless they could prove their innocence. Nearly 32,000
people were publicly burned at the stake; the “fortunate” ones were flogged,
fined, or imprisoned.
Joseph Pérez tells the history of the Spanish Inquisition from its medieval
beginnings to its nineteenth-century ending. He discovers its origins in fear and
jealousy and its longevity in usefulness to the state. He explores the inner
workings of its councils, and shows how its officers, inquisitors, and leaders
lived and worked. He describes its techniques of interrogation and torture, and
shows how it refined displays of punishment as instruments of social control. The
author ends his fascinating account by assessing the impact of the Inquisition
over three and a half centuries on Spain’s culture, economy, and intellectual life.
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This is the story of 350 years of terror. Established by papal bull in 1478, the first task of the Spanish
Inquisition was to question Jewish converts to Christianity and to expose and execute those found guilty of
reversion. Authorities then turned on Spanish Jews in general, sending 300,000 into exile. Next in line were
humanists and Lutherans. No rank was exempt. Children informed on their parents, merchants on their rivals,
and priests upon their bishops. Those denounced were guilty unless they could prove their innocence. Nearly
32,000 people were publicly burned at the stake; the “fortunate” ones were flogged, fined, or imprisoned.
Joseph Pérez tells the history of the Spanish Inquisition from its medieval beginnings to its nineteenth-
century ending. He discovers its origins in fear and jealousy and its longevity in usefulness to the state. He
explores the inner workings of its councils, and shows how its officers, inquisitors, and leaders lived and
worked. He describes its techniques of interrogation and torture, and shows how it refined displays of
punishment as instruments of social control. The author ends his fascinating account by assessing the impact
of the Inquisition over three and a half centuries on Spain’s culture, economy, and intellectual life.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A scholarly and vivid recasting of a painful era... a salutary reminder of the potential savagery occasioned
by religion." -- John Cornwell, Sunday Times (London)

About the Author

Joseph Pérez is Emeritus Professor of History at the University of Bordeaux and Honorary Director of the
Velazquez Museum in Madrid. His previous books include a history of Spain under Philip II and biographies
of Ferdinand and Isabella and Emperor Charles V. Janet Lloyd has translated more than fifty books and was
twice awarded the Scott Moncrieff prize for best translation of a full-length French work of literary merit and
general interest.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Caroline Petrie:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible The Spanish
Inquisition: A History? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Dolores Stiger:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot
of new details. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this The Spanish Inquisition: A History, you can tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Catherine Kuntz:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that



recommended to your account is The Spanish Inquisition: A History this book consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up.
The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Dina Hirsch:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra The Spanish Inquisition: A History.
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