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Thinking Things Through provides a broad, historical, and rigorous introduction
to the logical tradition in philosophy and to its contemporary significance. The
presentation is centered around three of the most fruitful issues in Western
thought: What are proofs, and why do they provide knowledge? How can
experience be used to gain knowledge or to alter beliefs in a rational way? What
is the nature of mind and of mental events and mental states? In a clear and lively
style, Glymour describes these key philosophical problems and traces attempts to
solve them, from ancient Greece to the present.

Thinking Things Through reveals the philosophical sources of modern work in
logic, the theory of computation, Bayesian statistics, cognitive psychology, and
artificial intelligence, and it connects these subjects with contemporary problems
in epistemology and metaphysics. The text is full of examples and problems, and
an instructor's manual is available.Clark Glymour is Alumni Professor of
Philosophy at Carnegie-Mellon University and Adjunct Professor of History and
Philosophy of Science at the University of Pittsburgh.
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Thinking Things Through provides a broad, historical, and rigorous introduction to the logical tradition in
philosophy and to its contemporary significance. The presentation is centered around three of the most
fruitful issues in Western thought: What are proofs, and why do they provide knowledge? How can
experience be used to gain knowledge or to alter beliefs in a rational way? What is the nature of mind and of
mental events and mental states? In a clear and lively style, Glymour describes these key philosophical
problems and traces attempts to solve them, from ancient Greece to the present.

Thinking Things Through reveals the philosophical sources of modern work in logic, the theory of
computation, Bayesian statistics, cognitive psychology, and artificial intelligence, and it connects these
subjects with contemporary problems in epistemology and metaphysics. The text is full of examples and
problems, and an instructor's manual is available.Clark Glymour is Alumni Professor of Philosophy at
Carnegie-Mellon University and Adjunct Professor of History and Philosophy of Science at the University of
Pittsburgh.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
From the criticisms commonly leveled at philosophy, one would think it were a top--all that going around
and around and never really getting anywhere. Clark Glymour introduces philosophical theories that actually
lead somewhere. He begins with the Greeks and ends with cutting edge computational theory, demonstrating
the contributions of philosophy in such areas of logic, decision theory, computation, scientific method, and
the mind. A word of warning, however: although Glymour excels at organizing and presenting ideas, he pulls
no punches when it comes to the inherent complexity of some theories. He is a mathematician's philosopher.
Designed as a textbook but worthy of a broader audience, each section of this book ends with an excellent
bibliography so that curious readers can explore further.

Review

I have never encountered an introductory text like this one. As far as textbooks go, it is unique. It attempts to
present a side of philosophy that has been hidden from the view of all but its practitioners...Glymour's book
should make a good many people proud to be philosophers in the twentieth century.

(Douglas Stalker, University of Delaware)

About the Author
Clark Glymour is Alumni University Professor in the Department of Philosophy at Carnegie Mellon
University and Senior Research Scientist at Florida Institute for Human and Machine Cognition. He is the
author of The Mind's Arrows: Bayes Nets and Graphical Causal Models in Psychology (MIT Press), Galileo
in Pittsburgh, and other books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Bottoms:

Within other case, little people like to read book Thinking Things Through: An Introduction to Philosophical
Issues and Achievements. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we
know about how is important a new book Thinking Things Through: An Introduction to Philosophical Issues
and Achievements. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Raymond Phillips:

The actual book Thinking Things Through: An Introduction to Philosophical Issues and Achievements will
bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When



you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Thinking Things Through: An
Introduction to Philosophical Issues and Achievements is much recommended to you to see. You can also
get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Kent Dennis:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about
the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of
them is this Thinking Things Through: An Introduction to Philosophical Issues and Achievements.

Stacey Thompson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the
information better to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet,
newspaper, book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The
particular book that recommended for you is Thinking Things Through: An Introduction to Philosophical
Issues and Achievements this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this
book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.
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