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Thislsa Call, the first in-depth, definitive biography of Dave Grohl, tellsthe
epic story of asingular career that includes Nirvana, Foo Fighters, Queens of the
Stone Age, and Them Crooked V ultures. Based on ten years of original,
exclusive interviews with the man himself and conversations with alegion of
musical associates like Queens of the Stone Age frontman Josh Homme, DC
punk legend lan MacKaye, and Nevermind producer Butch Vig, thisis Grohl's
story. He speaks candidly and honestly about Kurt Cobain, the arguments that
almost tore Nirvana apart, the feuds that threatened to derail the Foo Fighters's
global success, and the dark days that almost caused him to quit music for good.

Dave Grohl has emerged as one of the most recognizable and respected
musiciansin the world. He is the last true hero to emerge from the American
underground. ThisIsa Call vividly recounts this incredible rock 'n' roll journey.
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Nevermind producer Butch Vig, thisis Grohl's story. He speaks candidly and honestly about Kurt Cobain,
the arguments that almost tore Nirvana apart, the feuds that threatened to derail the Foo Fighters's global
success, and the dark days that almost caused him to quit music for good.

Dave Grohl has emerged as one of the most recognizable and respected musicians in the world. He is the last
true hero to emerge from the American underground. Thislsa Call vividly recounts this incredible rock 'n'
roll journey.
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Editorial Review

Review
Q, January 2012

"Brannigan draws on his own interviews with Grohl, among others, to plot a compelling journey that begins
in Washington's punk clubs with Grohl's group Scream living with female mud-wrestlers, before exploring
the chaos that was Nirvana, and ending with Foo Fighters headlining stadia. A big-hearted, fascinating read.'

Litreactor.com 12/13/11

"Impeccably-researched, thoroughly entertaining, and packed with rich new insights, Thisis a Call will
enjoy a place among the absolute best music biographies of the past twenty years'

“Asasummation of Grohl’s career to date, ThisIs A Call is packed with information; the extensive
discography is another plus. Dave Grohl fans will welcome this comprehensive look at Grohl’s life and
work.”

Stuff | Like blog, 2/16/12

“Brannigan does agood job in ThisIs A Call: The Life and Times of Dave Grohl of bringing him alive,
putting his personality upfront for us, and showing that Grohl has become a kind of spokesperson for quality
music.”

Charleston Post & Courier, 2/12/12
“Cooal descriptions of the '80s underground punk movement.”

Rock Cellar Magazine, February 2012

“A richly-detailed (and endlessly entertaining) insider account of the eventful career of the Foo Fighters front
man and ex-Nirvana drummer... Thisis a Call presents aside of Grohl that the fans and public aren’t always
allowed to see.”

Warren Tribune Chronicle, 2/18/12
“Brannigan doesn’'t turn Grohl into a saint, but he does create a portrait of a man whose love of music is
absolute.”

Midwest Book Review, February 2012
Any rock music collection will find this an outstanding and popular choice.”

Buffalo News, 9/23/11

“Getty Images Offers athorough—if unauthorized—nbiography touching on all aspects of Grohl’s career, and
paints afully detailed portrait of the man. Brannigan’s knowledge of his subject is encyclopedic, based on
his own interviews, and worth celebrating simply for the manner in which heis able to place Grohl’ swork in
the context of post-punk history.”



Booklist, 11/1/11
“Brannigan not only offers a penetrating portrait of Grohl the man but also presents an indelible portrait of
the American underground-rock scene.”

Kirkus Reviews, 11/15/11
“Brannigan salutes a musician who's surfaced, prosperous and sane, from the perils of an extended punk-
rock adolescence that not all of hisfriends survived. Reverent and informative.”

Alternative Press, December 2011
“[A] well-researched bio...A fascinating read, This Is a Call doesn’t skimp on entertaining anecdotes, juicy
gossip or evidence of Grohl’simmense songwriting talent.”

Mojo, December 2011

NeonTommy.com, 11/30/11

“[Brannigan] manages to paint a picture of the musical atmosphere that tracks Grohl’ s beginnings in punk,
through his place in grunge history with Nirvana and up to the Foo’ s latest album, *Wasted Light.” The book
isfilled with vivid details of the different worlds while following Grohl’ s growing influence on
them...Brannigan throws color into moments and sets musical scenes that you can actually hear...Brannigan
knows exactly where to put in a quote and when to use his own knowledge and criticism to push the story
forward. His writing has the rhythms and attitudes of the music he describes...A book worth reading for its
scope as a series of snapshots of alegendary musical journey.”

New York Journal of Books, 11/29/11

“[An] engaging and insightful bio...Brannigan puts Grohl's influences, inspirations, and early musical career
into context... Those who want to get a better understanding of the musician will find this an entertaining and
perhaps educational read.”

Gibson.com, 12/12/11

“Some rock biographies stand tall above others, revealing much more than a straight chronology of recording
and touring. Thisisa Call is one such book...It draws on a decade of frank interviews with Dave Grohl and
friends, and is peppered with fascinating nuggets about Grohl’s own thoughts on his ascent to megastardom.
From Grohl being the “goofy” hardcore drummer with Scream, through stardom behind the drumkit with the
troubled Nirvana, to his blossoming as the guitar-toting frontman of Foo Fighters, Thisisa Call tells Grohl’s
story with style and candor...One of the definitive rock books of 2011.”

San Francisco Book Review, December 2011

“Brannigan’ s knowledge of the underground punk scene fills out this Dave Grohl biography. He essentially
traces the evolution from the Sex Pistolsto Nirvana, via Washington D.C., to create an entertaining retelling
of the history of hardcore punk.”

LitReactor.com, 12/13/11

“The ups and downs of Grohl’slife will no doubt be of interest to rock fans... The biography is quite aride.”

InfoDad.com, 1/5/12



“Fans of Grohl’swaork, up to and including his appearances with Them Crooked V ultures, will get plenty of
name-dropping and behind-the-scenes insights from awriter who has known Grohl since 1997 and does a
good job of pulling together many sorts of musical and personal minutiae...Brannigan delivers anicely
written biographical sketch of Grohl.”

Sydney Morning Herald, 12/17/11

“Brannigan...scored amazing access to his subject and the people with whom Grohl worked...Brannigan
explores Grohl's early punk influencesin great detail and the meteoric rise of Nirvana, offering afrightening
insight into the music industry...Grohl's road to success post-Nirvanais an inspiring, honest story.”

New York Times Book Review, 1/22/12

“A rich history of recent pop music as it moves from punk and hard-core to grunge to indie bands. .. Students
of that period will find much to dwell on here.”

AOL Noisecreep, 2/13/12

“The book vividly recounts Grohl's incredible, one-of-a-kind rock 'n’ roll journey.”

PowerlineM ag.com

“Thefirst serious attempt to place Grohl and his body of work in the context of rock history...A thoughtful
and entertaining rock biography that easily stands among classics by the likes of Mick Wall, Nick Kent, and
Nell Strauss...Brannigan, ever the rock journalist, goes far beyond simply telling stories—he prefaces the
key periods of the book with engaging essays on how various musical movements grew, what the attitudes
were that informed those movements and how they fit into the rock and roll landscape...Impeccably-
researched, thoroughly entertaining, and packed with rich new insights, Thisisa Call will enjoy aplace
among the absolute best music biographies of the past twenty years.”

TheMusic Mamas, 12/6/11
“A must-read for music fans.”

Calgary Herald, 12/13/11
“A well-told testament to a true believer’s perseverance.”

Blurt Online, 12/22/11

“Offers both ajournalistic and fan perspective on the Nirvana/Foo Fightersicon, along with akeen eye for
detail and context...While Thisisa Call is clearly about Grohl, Brannigan does a commendable job of
putting everything into context beginning with quite possibly the best written documentary of the D.C. punk
and hardcore scene Grohl was raised in...[A] well-researched, passionately written book by an author who is
aclearly an unabashed fan, but still objective enough to give an unvarnished look at a great band that has
struggled through some rough waters at times but ultimately righted the ship.”

Record Coallector, January 2012

“Dave Grohl’stale covers so many bases after 30 or so years in the business that it takes a biographer of
consummate skill to get it al down on paper without missing anything out. Fortunately, ex-Kerrang! editor
Paul Brannigan has what it takes...What lingers most is the expert way in which so many disparate slices of
history are interlaced. After reading ThisIsa Call, you'll know much more than you did before about the
way that US hardcore merged into Seattle grunge, and how rock shed its skin in the 90s...1t'sinfo such as



that which makes this book essential.”

Bookviews blog, January 2012

“Grohl and his groups [are] dissected with gumption.”

New York Daily News, 10/28/11
“The leader of the Foo Fighters comes off as music’'s most affable man, but it turns out there’ s more turmoil
in the ranks than it seems.”

Q Magazine, January 2011
“Quite an achievement...Brannigan draws on his own interviews with Grohl, among others, to plot a
compelling journey...A big-hearted, fascinating read.”

L oudwire.com, 11/30/11

“Thereisalot to like about this book in which Brannigan gives us areal insider’s view of Grohl and hisrise
to thetop...The stories are interesting in that they show Grohl as not just arock hero but as a huge admirer
of music who basically just wanted to join the scene that moved him so. There are also more than a share of
personal stories that humanize Grohl and his various band mates exposing their vulnerabilities perhaps more
than ever before.”

“Brannigan’s biography of musician Dave Grohl and his era, reaches ambitiously out of bounds for the
conventional pop bio, cradling its subject in layers of context, political and social history...Brannigan's
excellent segues, characterizations, and lyrical zip ensure ThisIsa Call occasionaly tips but never topples
under its own weight. The result is an educational and highly entertaining read...Brannigan loops a
fascinating narrative around a compelling and likeable character... Thisis high quality, street cred music
journalism, artfully meshed with undoubted musicological and cultura history grunt.”

New Music Michasdl, 12/6/11

“Brannigan’ s book is an exceptional companion piece to the documentary, though certainly has the ability to
stand alone as an extraordinary work of the history of Dave Grohl, the Foo Fighters, and Nirvana, aswell as
ahost of other local scenes and the music world in general...Most of us already know alot of the stories that
go along with Nirvana, but certainly not to the extent, and not to the depth that Brannigan covers...if you're
afan of Dave Grohl, the Foo Fighters, Nirvana, punk music, hell just music in general, you' Il want to get this
book for yourself and dogear the pages.”

Publishers Weekly, 12/12/11
About the Author

The former editor of Kerrang! magazine, Paul Brannigan is a respected authority on the punk scenein
Washington, DC, where Dave Grohl cut histeeth. He has written about Grohl for Mojo and Q magazines and
livesin London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Angelita Estes:

The book ThislsaCall: The Life and Times of Dave Grohl can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a
book ThislsaCall: The Life and Times of Dave Grohl? Several of you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim that book can give many factsfor us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
ThislsaCall: The Life and Times of Dave Grohl has simple shape however you know: it has great and big
function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by open and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Paul M oore:

The ability that you get from Thislsa Call: The Life and Times of Dave Grohl could be the more deep you
looking the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to understand but ThisIsa Call: The Life and Times of Dave Grohl giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveystheir point in certain way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular ThislsaCall: The Life and
Times of Dave Grohl instantly.

Tony Partee:

ThisThislsaCal: The Life and Times of Dave Grohl are generaly reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The main reason of this ThislsaCall: The Life and Times of Dave Grohl can be on
the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed
anyone with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
ThislsaCall: The Life and Times of Dave Grohl giving you an enormous of experience for instancerich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it
and revel in reading.

Liliana Stevens:

Spent afree timeto be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled ThisIsaCall: The Life and Times of Dave Grohl
can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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