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Michel Houellebecq, author of five novels including Atomised and Platform, has
become possibly the world’s most famous literary pessimist. His work declares
that life is painful and disappointing, death is terrifying, and the human condition
is a nasty sort of joke. He has been wildly successful – translated into over 25
different languages and hailed as the voice of a generation. Beginning with
Houellebecq’s novels, this book explores the concept of ‘Depressive Realism’ in
literature and philosophy – the proposition that the facts of life are bleak and
unkind. Ranging over work by David Foster Wallace, Susan Sontag, Fredric
Jameson and Margaret Atwood, Anti-Matter surveys the case for pessimism, asks
how a mass culture rooted in sentimentality and trivialisation manages to produce
so much cynicism and apathy, and hunts for the space that remains for serious,
life-affirming art.
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Michel Houellebecq, author of five novels including Atomised and Platform, has become possibly the
world’s most famous literary pessimist. His work declares that life is painful and disappointing, death is
terrifying, and the human condition is a nasty sort of joke. He has been wildly successful – translated into
over 25 different languages and hailed as the voice of a generation. Beginning with Houellebecq’s novels,
this book explores the concept of ‘Depressive Realism’ in literature and philosophy – the proposition that the
facts of life are bleak and unkind. Ranging over work by David Foster Wallace, Susan Sontag, Fredric
Jameson and Margaret Atwood, Anti-Matter surveys the case for pessimism, asks how a mass culture rooted
in sentimentality and trivialisation manages to produce so much cynicism and apathy, and hunts for the space
that remains for serious, life-affirming art.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Joyner:

Here thing why this specific Anti-Matter: Michel Houellebecq and Depressive Realism are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is
the content is as delightful as food or not. Anti-Matter: Michel Houellebecq and Depressive Realism giving
you information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book
that similar with Anti-Matter: Michel Houellebecq and Depressive Realism. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be
can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home
by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Anti-Matter:
Michel Houellebecq and Depressive Realism in e-book can be your alternative.

Kelley Thornton:

Typically the book Anti-Matter: Michel Houellebecq and Depressive Realism will bring that you the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Anti-Matter: Michel Houellebecq and
Depressive Realism is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Keith Cochran:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Anti-Matter: Michel Houellebecq and Depressive
Realism why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.

Gayle Meek:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That Anti-Matter: Michel Houellebecq and Depressive Realism can
give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make



you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have Anti-Matter: Michel Houellebecq and
Depressive Realism.
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