
Bankrupt Representation and Party System
Collapse

By Jana Morgan

Bankrupt Representation and Party System Collapse By Jana Morgan

In recent decades, Bolivia, Colombia, Italy, and Venezuela have all faced the
turmoil and democratic crisis of party system collapse. In Bankrupt
Representation and Party System Collapse, Jana Morgan analyzes the causes of
such collapse. She does so through a detailed examination of Venezuela’s
traumatic party system decay as well as comparative analysis of seven other
countries. Collapse occurs when the party system as a whole is unable to provide
adequate linkage between society and the state, failing to furnish programmatic
representation, integration of major societal interests, or clientelist exchanges.
Linkage decays when party systems face challenges that jeopardize their core
strategies at the same time that they are constrained in their ability to adapt and to
confront these threats. If this decay is unchecked and linkage of all sorts fails,
then the bankrupt party system collapses.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Jana Morgan takes one of the great enigmas of the recent Latin American political experience—the collapse
of Venezuela’s seemingly entrenched two-party system—and makes it comprehensible in this original and
insightful book. Morgan places the Venezuelan case in a larger comparative perspective and employs
rigorous empirical methods to show how party system collapse is related to the erosion of specific types of
societal linkages. By demonstrating the importance of programmatic competition for securing party-society
linkages, she makes a major contribution to our understanding of why some party systems respond more
effectively than others to the challenges they encounter.”

—Kenneth M. Roberts, Cornell University

“Jana Morgan’s Bankrupt Representation and Party System Collapse offers the most comprehensive account
to date of the collapse of the Venezuelan party system. Based on a rigorous study of the Venezuelan case and
an impressive comparative analysis of seven additional cases, the book makes several contributions to the
literature on party systems. First, it shows not only that party systems are based on diverse linkages to
society but also that their fate—whether they survive or collapse—during periods of crisis hinges on how the
crisis affects each of those linkages. Morgan also demonstrates how programmatic consensus and cross-party
power-sharing arrangements, which are often lauded in the literature on new democracies, can, under some
conditions, prove devastating to party systems. Finally, the book offers new insights into the consequences of
party system collapse. Drawing on her rich comparative analysis, Morgan highlights the double-edged nature
of party system collapse: new political forces offer greater programmatic choice and mobilize previously
excluded groups, but they also tend to be personalistic and polarizing, which can pose dangers to democracy.
I recommend this book to all students of comparative politics who are interested in the causes and
consequences of party system collapse.”

—Steven Levitsky, Harvard University

“Jana Morgan’s Bankrupt Representation and Party System Collapse offers the most comprehensive account
to date of the collapse of the Venezuelan party system. Based on a rigorous study of the Venezuelan case and
an impressive comparative analysis of seven additional cases, the book makes important contributions to the
literature on party systems. I recommend this book to all students of comparative politics who are interested
in the causes and consequences of party system collapse.”

—Steven Levitsky, Harvard University



“Jana Morgan nicely blends the broader study of party systems with an analysis of Venezuelan politics;
scholars who study either of these will want to read this book. It clarifies the concept of party system
collapse and presents us with a definitive way of measuring the phenomenon. It offers a new causal
explanation for party system collapse that is nuanced and powerful, emphasizing the multiple ways in which
parties represent or provide ‘linkage’ to voters. And it offers a compelling test of these claims with a
comparative analysis of several countries. For scholars of Venezuelan politics, Morgan provides a clear
account of the party system’s collapse that partly refutes older findings (showing, for example, that economic
performance alone is not the key cause of collapse) but that also builds on and reaffirms existing work. Her
treatment of the Punto Fijo party system is fair and accurate, bringing to the table a wealth of new data that
go beyond the usual public opinion surveys.”

—Kirk Hawkins, Brigham Young University

“Bankrupt Representation and Party System Collapse places Venezuela's dramatic party system collapse of
the mid-1990s in comparative context. The book addresses a serious gap in the study of party systems at a
time when they are changing rapidly, especially in Latin America. Jana Morgan makes a major contribution
by examining party system failure at various levels of analysis and with a wide array of tools.”

—John A. Booth, University of North Texas

About the Author

Jana Morgan is Associate Professor of Political Science and a Research Fellow in the Center for the Study of
Social Justice at the University of Tennessee.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bernadine Williams:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Bankrupt Representation and Party
System Collapse is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Helen Johnson:

Often the book Bankrupt Representation and Party System Collapse has a lot details on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
perusing this book.



Robert Bryant:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Bankrupt Representation and Party System Collapse your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get before. The Bankrupt Representation and Party System Collapse giving you another
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era.
So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when
you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare
time activity?

Helen Christopher:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Bankrupt
Representation and Party System Collapse.
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